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The Spirit's Operations, 


For diſcovering from the Word, their 
Nature and Evidence. 


I Together With 


Diverſe REMARKS, tor Detecting the 
Enthuſiaſtical Deluſions of the Cevens 
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a Legal and an Evangelical Admini- 
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To The Right Honourable, 


Major General Maitland, 
His LADY 
Theodoſia Maitland. 


Madam, | 
8 EIN G your Ladyſhip's De- 
fire obliged me to Review, 

and Inlargg the following Sheets, 1 
thought it my Duty, to take the 
Occafian of Repreſenting, that I 
highly Efteem and Honour, a Sin- 
cere and Active Concern about 
Matters relating to the Great Sal- 
vation, in an Age fo far Degene-⸗ 
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rated, that few ALA ( eſpecial- 
ly among Perſons of Note) who 
expreſs any Regard unto the Ho- Hi; 
nour of GOD, by laying out them 
ſelves for advancing the Intereſts WW 
of Religion in the Truths, and 
Exerciſe thereof; and particularly 
ſuch as are more eſpecially at- MW 
tacqued in our Day. Matters Nea 
were better ſtated in former Times, Wei 
when a conſiderable Number of Wi 
Perſons of all Ranks, and feverais Wi 
of the higheſt Quality Eſpouſed Wc 
the Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom, Wi! 
and appeared with Reſolution and Wo 
Vigour tor that pitch of Reforma- | 
tion, to which the Lord had Hap- | 
pily raiſed His Church in thisLand; 
and was Sought,” and aſpired after 
from the Dawnings of reformed 
Light amongſt us, and according 
to the Gradual Increaſe of that 

Light, 


v 
Eight. But, tho' ſome Witneſſes 
are found, yet how far the Crown 
Is fallen from our Heads, in that, 
Hand other the moſt valuable Re- 
Fpects, my Soul deſireth that a 
Gracious Retrieval may ſet in a 
learer Light than I incline, in this 
W:nanner to mention. It 1 ſhould 
Eke this Opportunity to Narrate 
her my juſt Reſpects, or the Ob- 
Higations which I owe to your Lady- 
chip ( tho' J want not ſufficient 
round) yet I could not eſcape 
„e Uncaſieneſs of being | reputed 
bare preſumed beyond what 
- Four Modeſty could allow): And 
refore ] rather chuſe to be Silent, 
nd Conclude, Subſcribing my felt 


Magda m, 
Jour Ladyſbip's 


James Hog. 
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in all dutiful Re ſped, 


e . oe or ay ew pers eee or oy rg re * „ * y 
+ | — a 4 33 : N 


10 TT HE 
Chriſtian and Candid 


185 and 

Reader, * 

FF "He Sabſequent Diſcourſes were expoſed = 

to thy View ſome years ago, and fon Ws 

Accept ance, tho but the Heads wer 

Puvliſbed, with little more, and that Imper- W's 
feetly, at theſe many Diſadvantages which fre-... 

quently attend ſuch Publications, wherein an 

Author aeclineth to intereſt himſelf, This 

| repreſent, not from any Deſign to Excuſe . 
 F-xtenuate the weakneſs of this Performanse, 
being deeply ſenſible, and covered with Bluſe Mio 

before the Lord, for many Unaccountabi i 


aud Sinful Infirmities of Heart and Wa) 
ana which attend every part of my Admin 
ſtration. Notwithſtanding, ſeing theſe Note: 
were before thruſt forth, with much Incor- 
rectneſs, I could not refaſe ſo far to comp!) 
with the Requeſts of ſome deſireable Perſons, 
48 to Redtify and Entarge them, For th 


mea 


ſe of 


Ant, 
{ uſpe, 
nt abl: 
Way, 


mnt 
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To the Reader. 
an Work it ſelf, be pleaſed to know, that, 
to the Scope and Subſtance, it containeth 
the Reſult and I we of many 4 Sharp Confittt 


aul the ſeveral Purpoſes, while the impetu- 
as Current of C orruption and Temptations 


bed ſtrongly towards the Delufions there 


Decefted, until Sovereign Mercy interpoſed, 
1114 the Lord ſent forth his Light and Truth 


n 4 Suttableneſs to the reſpettive Straits, and 
al anglements. And, as thi confirmeth, 
«na ſreetneth my Mind in the flroug Per- 
\waſion, and ſome Senſe of the Efficacy of 
the Truths themſelves; ſo 1 hope that 4 
laut and ſimple Account of Divine Conduct 


- 


„ % Premiſſes,will find Acceptance with juch 


as are Exerciſed to Goalineſs, homſoe ver De- 
(:11te it be of theſe Ornaments, which Polite 
+ I1C7 ALUTEC might hawe afforded. And, 11 
Confidence, I recommend the poor Eſſay 
io your ſertous Preuſal, and the Bleſſing of 
im, who hath choſen the Weak Things of 
Mord; And remain © 


ours, to Serve you in the 


Work of the Goſpel, 


J. H. 
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ö Poſtſcript. 
| Chriſtian Reader = 
| Defigned a further Enlarge | — 
ment of theſe Notes, with an 
Accommodation to ſome things, 
which fell out fince they were given 
in to thePreſs,{where they have con- 
tinued long) and a particular Quo- 
tation of divers Authors, but being 
under Bodily Indiſpofition, and o. 
therways Buſted, 1 could not under 
go the Labour; And 1 think not 
that the Little Work will ſuffer oi 7 
that head. XF 
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Courteous Reader, 


Some Efcapes in Pointing, Spelling and Gram 
mer have crept in, by reaſon of the Author's Þ 
diftance from the Preſs, which it is expected you Þ/ 
will over-look : Be pleaſed to amend the few fol- Mil 
lowir.g, PKT. I. i 
Age 17. Line 2. for Caveneſts, Read Cevendis. p. 27. 1.26. con. 
tinued r continue. p. 46. I. 18. ſpeciality r: ſpecial. p. 125. 1 
20. after Sinews r. of 211 
* 5 
Page 2. Line 28, for where read and, p. 5. 1 y. Office r. Off. 9 
ces. p. 6. |. 21. reſuſed r. refuted, p. 12. I. 15. ſheweth . 147 
ſhewing. p. 1%. |. 3. this r. thus, p 23. 1. 14. dele yet. p. 24. Ger 
i, ſubtile r. ſubtilly. p. 32, 1, 18. ; COALRLORK. r. continueth. P» 46 V1 
„ tity. Cele and Lovers“ | 


|| REMARKS 


10. | Concerning the Spirits Opperations, 
ing and the Difference betwixt the 
ee Law and Goſpel, being the Heads 
Jer || of ſome Family Exerciſes, upon 


not G A L. III. 2. 

i only would ] learn of you, received Je the 
hit by the works of the Law, or by the 

P47 g of Faith 2 | 


ram Ih HE Apoſtles of our Lord and 


es | Saviour Jefus Chriſt, who were 
#2 Honour'd by Him to plant many 


\mous Churches, acquired themſelves in 
14;1thful delivery of what they had re- 


A from the Lord; and in this manner 
os. Ie Churches were Settled in a very 
n Fi "© Eſtate, greatly conform unto the 


Fnpleat Patern, in all cheir Concerns, 
B aſd 


_ 


Gat ww 


ceived the DoArine of Salvation, fron 


cerning which Interpreters may be Con. 3 


witthing, which is a Power of Deccit, 
her ey Things are made to appear quit 


WE 
And among others, this Church had te. 


1 oth 


theſe Apolttes of Chriſt ; but wheny a and Wl te 
by whote Miniſtry it was at firit, is || Tt 
certain, Pau! travelled thither, 6s 1 ” WM | 
6. but: Was at that time torb! idde 'n of 5 d 
ON Ghoſt to tarry there, yer Acts 15 WM < 0 


It is faid, he went over all rhe Coun 
crys ol IETF and Phrigia in. order, 
ſtrengthening the Diſciples. 4 

1 ſhall not enquire into the time = 
writing this Epiſtle, nor other things cons J 


ſulted; Only it is evident, that by the I 
time they had fallen from their Stedfaf 2 
neſs, and that fervent Affection which 
fomerimes they bore unto the ade © | 
for whoſe ſake, if it had been ann 3 
they would have pluckt out their veryf 
Eyes and given them unto him, Gal. 4. 15.0 
But now the Caſe was chan ged, au 
therefore in the 10. v. of this Capter, he 
Challanges them powerfully and marplyl 
layiug bome upon their Conſciences thei 
Seduction by falfte Teachers, whoſe def 
ſtructive Influence, is by him called B- 


TALKS 


ther. 


3 3 


; 1 
otherways than they really are : Thus 


de God of this World by himſelf and his 

MY [1 firm ments blindeth the Minds of Unbe- 

„ers. Goſpel Purity is rarely attained, q 

WF when enjoyed, proveth but ota ſhort 
„ ontinuance: We quickly left our firſt MI 

rere, and ſince our fall, it is our very !] 

ture, as Corrupred, to weary of theſe ö 
Wcoundarics, which the Lord hath ſet, and 
go our of them, on every offered Oc- 

n- un; as by a tract of conſtant Experi- 

Om eee in Souls, and Churches, hath ever 

sen (idly verified. 

at. s their Sin was the greater, for that 

icht ad enjoyed much of a ſweer, clear, | 

tlie 2 owerful Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, | 

ble, moſt plainly and powerfully held 


cry e in the cloſe of this Verſe, before 
yes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evi- 
„ let forth as Crucified among you. | 
ein the 2d. he appeals to their Con- | 
ees, as, howſocver grievous the De- | 
on was, yet not without ſome Im- ö 
lion of the great Difference betwixt 
B. bormer faithful Teachers, and the 


ce 4 poſtles, who were ſeducing them, 
Juicy: Spirit having been conveyed by the 


ther. 


\"1.1:1;ry of the one, and not of the other, IN 


| 3 TOR 
here npon he appealeth to the Teſtimony | 


of Conſcience, in this Caſe; and for! 
their greater Conviction, ſubmitteth him- 
ſelf, as willing to learn from them, not 
tearing the Teſtimony of their better 
part. It is the proper Seaſon to oppoſe 
Detection in Souls, or Churches, when it 


"3 
x 


. | F E. 
is yet Recent, and a {wcet Remembe-il 


rance of the pure and primitive Inſtitu-M 
tion is not obliterated; thisGangrene,may, 
through Grace, admit of an caſy Cure in 


the Entrance, which yet becomes in- 
_ cureable in the progreſs; and prudentia 
Conſiderations for hindering of the Cure, 


__ not to be regarded, ſuch Wiſdom 

c 

ought to be full of Eyes, and theſe Eyes kept 

open their ſleeping provokes, & encourag- 

eth waichiul Enemies to ſow their Tarcs, 
For opening of the Text, I ſhall pro- 

poſe, and Anſwer a few Queſtions. | 


TY 


Quelt, 1. What are theſe Works of the 5 


Law of which the Text treateth ? 
Aviſ. 1. Ceremonial Inſtitutions former. 
ly abrogated, but now Received, Intro. 
uced, and Repreſented in the moſt ta- 
vourable Dreſs by the falſe Apoſtles; 


Hereupon the Apoſtle Exhorts them ' 
| _— 


cends not from above, Watch-men il 


<p 


{ran 
had 
CON 
3nd 
Bein. 
6 
22 
Tim 
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City 
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5 
wh ſtand faſt to the Libe-ry wherewichChrif 

Jad made them free, and not to ſuffer a 
W contrary Yoke of Bondage to be gradual- 
WM: wreach'd about their Necks, Gal. 5. 1. 
i that under a moſt awful Certification, 
0 3-/0/d 7 Paul [ay 229 you, that if ye be Cir- 
-r:ciſed Chriit ſhall profit you nothing. Te 
erde, faith he, Days and Months, and 
ies and Nears, | am afraid of you leſt I have 
+ fowed upon you labour in vain, Chap. 4. v. 
his Expedient, namely of retain- 
. Mio; a part of the abrogated Ceremonies, 
5 greatly urged by the Seducers of 


ia * 
re eſe Times, as the moſt proper Method 
om gratify the Fleſh, and eſcape Suffering, 


Net till under a ſpecious appearance of 
cligion, As man, fairh the Apoſtle, 40 
are to make a ſhew in the fleſh, they conſtrain 
to be Circumciſed, only leaſt they ſhould 
„r Perſecution for the Croſs of Chriſt, The 
main pretext was taken from the Con- 
aon of the Church at that time, whoſe 
attheult Circumſtances with the Jews, 
ner. Mt dae to require ſome piece of Compli- 
tro: de of that kind, we ought indecd to 
a- oome all things to all Men, in ways 
les Maw ful, ſubſervient to the Honour of 
| to ad, and conducive for the Edifying of 
f e B 3 His 
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„ 
His Church, 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20. But a ſin- 


full accomodating of the Inſtitutions of 


Chriſt to the Humours, Luſts, and Car- 


nal Intereſts of Men, is highly diſplcaſing 
to the Lord, and ruinous to the Church, 
how ſoever ſupported by ſhadows of Rea- 
fon and Conveniency ; yea, and painted 


appearances of Spiritual Advantage. 


2aly, It is more than probable that I 
ſome parts of will Worſhip in Obedience 
to Mens Traditions, are underitood, for 
juch the falle Apoſtles were very butic 
to introduce and maintain, Col. 2. 23. 
a ſhem f 
Wiſdom in Will-worſhip and Humility, and 
1 Neither ; 
could this well be evited, ſeing Recefſions 
from the Primitive Divine Inſtitution, are 


Which things have indeed 


neglecting of the Body, &C. 


ſtill fertile of more. 


3adly. I underſtand Works of what- 


ſoever kind, tho Moral, when made our 
Righreouſneſs in part, or in whole, in 
the Matter of Juitihcation, or leaned to 
any way, how Subtile ſoever; no ſtreſs 
may be laid on any thing but Chriſt the 
ſure Foundation and Corner Stone; if o- 
therways wicked Attempts are made to 
juſtle Him out of His Throne, Row. 31. 
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19, 20, 21. a 2. from 16, and 5. 4. 
The Oppoſition in this Caſe can admit of 
no Mids, if we put Works out of that 
Place, which our Sovereign Lord hath 
only allowed and alotted for them, we in 
far Poiſon the Channel, and the influ- 
ences of Grace cannot be expected, throw 
2 porfoned Channel; our proud Hearts 


S ar beſt recede practicallj under the 
„ct Doctrine: Bur how dangerous are 
oY BY »Ctrinal Receſſions. | 
| 4. Whatſoever is done from and for 
„and nor by the Spirit of Chriſt, tho? 
„ ould deceive, under the appearance of 
1 Faith, is here underſtood ; for as the 
\ns Vorks of the Law are Evangelical Obe- 
e ence, when perform'd by Fairh in 
Chriſt; So Faith,ic ſelf, or that which 
| we ſo call, when Spun out of our own 
1 WM bowels, is not true Faith, but an Adul- 
ub ? , 
WM (rated Work of the Law; no Out- 


goings of the Soul to the Lord, can either 


ro f — 5 
„» place, or find Acceptance with him, 

ess i ft ' . " * 4 
* hut ſuch as are the Fruits of his manifeſt- 


a ing himſelf graciouſly unto the Soul; and 
o to ſaving Faith, the Power of the 
R Lord, the exceeding Greatneſs of His 
Power, the working of His Mighty 

| | Power, | 


(.8 3 
Power, even that PoWer which raiſedChritt 
from che Dead, are put forth, and are ne- 
c*flary to the working of it, EY. 1. 19, 


20. which clearly intimates an utter and 
finful Inability on our part, and a migh- Wc 
ty Work of Grace and Power from the 
Lord, whereby alone the Bleſſed Effect is 
produced; See further, Gal. 2. 20. John 


15. 5. 2 Cor. 3. F. Gal. 5. 22. 23. 


Q. 2. Nhat is meant ij she hearing of Faith? 
Anſ. Some render it the Preaching or 
Doctrine of Faith, the Sence is one, I 
underſtand the pure Doctrine of Life and 


nd 
111 


Salvation, as the fame was Taught and Wc: 
enforced by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and IW':+ 
whereby the Goſpel Covenant was clear- WW! 
ed and vindicated, in Oppoſition unto the MW ©: 
legal Perverſions, by which the falſe Wh: << 


Apoſtles corrupted that Covenant, where- 5 


in all revealed Truths concenter. It is {Ms i! 


called the Hearing or Doctrine of Faith, 
both from its Contents, the whole being 
fitly denominated from that, into which, 


in point of Doctrine, it is reſolved,and con- : 


ſidered as the Morher Grace doth influ- 
ence the whole of a Chriſtian Life ; and 
alſo becauſe of the Breathings of the Sprrit 
attending and following that Dean, 

| | an 
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. 1 
aby which Faith, and conſequently 
W: ic other Graces of the Spiritare wrought 
„ : coahrming- Seal of the alone true 
Voctrine of Life, 2 Cor. 3. 1, 2, 3, and 1. 
. 2. this in general. 
More particularly the Expreſſion im- 
oheth, 1//. Their Commiſſion, as being 
W::iced Apoltles, For how ſhall they be- 
=; in him of whom they have not heard, and 
e ſhall they hear without a Preacher ; and 
or Wo» {hall they preach except they be ſent, Rom, 

14. Thus the falſeApoltles are plainly 
ed, who amidit all their ſpecious Pre- 
WF: cx, had truly run unſeat. 2dly, The 
preſſion implycth, That what they 
ght of the great Myſterys of Salvation, 
the Lords Meſſage ; which, as they 
eiu'd it from him, ſo the rejecting there- 
woas indeed a rejecting of the Lord: awful 
bat Hedge, which the great Sheepherd 
Wo! his Sheep hath fer about his ſent Ser- 
Wants, He that heareth you heareti; me, and 
n aiſpiſeth you diſpiſeth me, Luke 19. 
i. Math, 10, 40. 1 John 4. 6. This I con- 
s aſfordeth no handle for falſe Teachers, 
a Rejection of ſuch as are true, goes 
ry high, being a Rejecting of one God, 

| Father 


( 10 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, He tht 
aiſpiſeth Jou, aiſpiſeth me, Kc. 

z Aly. The Words do alſo denote ſome IM. 
what of the Lords ſpecial Preſence, and 
the Efficacy of the Adminiftration for 
working of Faith, and therefore cad 
The hearing of Faith, ſeing the Lord had 
ſpoken to their Hearts by his Werd and 
Spirit, and thus had brought them to Be- 
lieve, for Faitli reſteth intirely, and only 
upon his Teſtimony ; this was a ſpeaking 
from Faith to Faich, and 2 is the 


Happineſs when theſe concur, 2 Cor. 5. 
20. and 3. 6. 
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Queſt. 3 3. What are we to underitand y F 
recetving the Spirit 7 . + 

An). 1. It may be implyed here, That WW 
they did, or might have received other Ml: 
things, and ſuch, upon which the falſe MI ©. 
Apoſtles valued themſelves, as Knowledge, 1 
Utterance, and a fair ſhew of Piety, 11 
Cor. 13. 2. Col. 2. 27. tho? the Spirit they WM: . 
received not. = 


24h. We are not to underſtand by the 
Expretfion ſuch Motions of the Spirit as 
are meerly Tranſient, without a Gradl. 
ous Inhabitation, whether the Perſon de 
thereby move in a more ordinary, or in an 
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1 
-xtiaordinary Sphere; For tho? I ſee no 
Cauſe to grant, that even ſuch Morions 
ee : beſtowed upon the Miniſtery of the 
J ale Apoltles, yet they can come in no 
\ccount as accompanying Salvation; ſe- 
in cheſe Events, the Lord doth but 

ta be the Inſtrument out of Satans hand, 
Wd! ſeth it a while for ſome Work, 
being done, he giveth it back to 
N Satan again, as a great Divine, ſignifi- 
: tly e xpretled it, 1n the caſe of Balaam, 
Numh. 22. 23. compare Mach. 7. 21, 22. 
and Heb. 6. 4. this in a word Nega- 
tively. 
More poſitively we are to undeſtand, 
5 ial Inhabitation of the Spirit of God, 
uch is the Privilege of all Believers, 
-d was the bleſt Enjoyment of many 
belonging to that Church: This is the 
und' Source of Perſey erance, ſeing the 
5 59 rit of God will never leave his Habi- 
oon, tho? Pretenders fall off, and Be- 
ers themſelves will be ſore Thruſt at; 
this appeareth, if we compare 1 Cor. 3. 16, 
ew Je not that ye are the Temple of God, 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you, and 
6, 19. As alſo Rom. 8. 9. 

2. The 


28. 


1 4: 1 
NW { . 2 
ee 3 8 . 
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2. The Deſignation containetlr like. 


ways all the Graces of the Spirit, as neceſ %s 
ſarly accompanying the Inhabitation of N Tx 
the Spirit himſelf, namely Faith, Virtue, N vhi 
Patience, Meekneſs, Temperente, Fc. 2 bt... 
Per. 1. 5, 6. Our Lord bringeth his ex- 
cellent Furniture along with him, when |... -: 


he takes up Houſe in, and with the Soul. 
3- Lunderitand alſo a receiving theGitrs 
of the Spirit, both Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinary, which much ahounded at that 
time, and were neceſſary, as a ſealing i 
Work at the firſt planting of Chritian i 
Churches, Toh. 7. 39. This he j/poke of MI 
the Spirit, which they that believe on 
Him ſhould Receive, for the Holy Ghoſt 
was net yet given, becauſe that Teſus Ml". 
was not yet Glorified, compare As 19. 
2, and Gal. 5. 22. Nor have ſome ſuch W 
been ever wanting in any Age, but chiefly | 
have they abounded in more extraordi- 
nary Seaitons, and at the Reformation ot 
Churches from Antichriſtianiſm and 
Heatheniſm. 3 
Queſt. 4. What may be implyed in the Wt - x 
conveyance of this Purpoſe, by way of Queſtion, i 
received ye the Spirit? 
Anf. i. 


. n 5 * 2 r Nor 3 a. . 4 WP: 34 - 7 s FALK a — 9 ? 1 . F # 5 
, N * . l : my g 5 4 4 1 4 "at RT . 
<4 MH o = _ Pp F A 25 +15 WE . 1 . 4, 41". v7 tho 2 AC 
” * 2 0 1 6 * Y bs © „ 2 8 — 1 5 4 6 » N 7 122. 4 1 L \ f 

e , Tc 9 © 5 22 £ 5 28 * EL» hd » Fa... EIS - Br 8 1 EP 2 hs * = iT; Ks *. +: . Pas "Bs - * — PS -4 6 
we OS Fi by 2b "3 1 wi * CART 1 1 r 2 r A & 28 4 ö 

** *. bs A . 2 1 p #4, r < 4 * 

4 4 N 4 * 7 


13 ) 
Anf. r. This Conveyance expreſſeth 
the more fully and pointedly, the Power 
:nd Evidence of the Truth, as that to 
which their own Conſcience could not 
but bear Teſtimony. 

2, Their ſtrange Infatuation and Stu- 
aity is thereby pointed at, as inexcuſe- 
le, in their not having adverted unto, 
0: being carryed off from the plain Truth 
in this. Matter, which allo is declared to 
ze been the Fruit of a fort of Wuch- 
craft. V. 1. ; 

This Conveyance was moſt appoſite 
%o Rouze and Poſe their ſleeping and ſi- 
lent Conſciences, and thereby to raiſe 


' 
1 


hei unto an unbya ſſed Conſideration of 
his Matter ; See the like Method, Gal, 


4. 10. 


EXERCISE II. 


; T HE former Hints for Expoſition of 
the Text, may open our Way to 

e raiſing of ſeveral Doctrinal Poſitions 
Womir; yet I wave them, and ſhall 
chuſe 


. 
* 9 * 2,008 
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chuſe out this One, as chiefly ſuiting thei, 
deſign of theſe Diſcourſes, and to rai 
the firſt part of this little tract upon 7 
reſerving one other, as a Foundation for . 
the Second. Obſerve then, that the. 
Lordi pleaſed to convey the Influences 
0: Nis Grace, and the benefits of his Pur... 
chaſe throw rheChannel of his Word, vit. 
out revealing any new Doctrine, detract a WP 
ing fron, or ”alrering that which is reveal. £ 
ed, but keeping the whole pure, 1ntire, 
and in its Native Senſe. J expreis the 
Doctrine the more largely, and in a para 3 
phraſtical way, deſigning to clear ail 
evince the ſeveral particulars in our Pro. 
greis; For in whatſoever manner the BK. 
Chriſtian be exerciſed about the Word, IM. .. 
the Channel throw which the Spirits In 
Huences arc carryed in upon the Heart, is 
ſtill the ſame, whether it be read, 50% 5 3 
39. Dut. 6. 5, 6, 7. Col. 3. 16. pondercl I 
in Meditation, P/. 1. 2. 1 Tim. 4. 15. 1 | 
119. 97. conſerred e about, Lak, 40 33. 0 
prayed upon, P/. 119. 5. and rhroughoe, 
and when uſed as the only Rule for felt- 
Examination, 2 Cor. 13. 5. Pſ. 4. 4. par 
ticularly when ſincerely preached and rc 
ceived, ſeing Faith comes by hearing 

ali 


Pp 


(18-2 
Tad hearing by the word of God, ite the 
; Context, Rom. 10. from 13. 
tie Doctrine conſidered. generally, 
be Illuſtrated and confirmed from 
„blowing Paſſa ges of Scripture, 1/a. 8. 
egi Cor. 11.2. 1 John 1. 2. 1 Cor. 1 ö. 3, 
© many others, which at prefent 1 
iy name, ſeing they are to fall under 
ore particular Conſideration in our 
-grels. I ihall now endeavour a little 


M er to open up the Doctrine, and ſo 
be y the more clear and ſure een 
the! 


3 br [\1pporting the following purpoles, co 
„h cect 1 repreſent thete Poſitions. 
f Pf 1. The Doctrine of Salvation diſ- 
ad in Paradice, was not for feyeralAges 


the ſigned into Writing, but preſerved 

my Ts propog 1red in a more immediate wa 

Ir the Pays ot Moes the firſt inſpir'd 

„ ter, nevertheleſs the Channel ( may 1 

2 5. all it of Divine Influences, was at 

ow time, and continueth to be one and 
ö 


fame, namely the Lords Word, which 
' then not written, was yet kept pure 
nd mee being the matter of conſtant 
-:uiſe to Behevers in their Worſhip 
Way, and revived with a gradual 
b:1creaſe of Evidence, by the Diſcoveries 


whick 
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which our Lord gave in Dreams and vi. 
ſons, with various Appearances, and 
lometimes in humane Shape, which he 
gractoutly vouchafed, as preludes of his 
Incarnation, Gen. 12.1, 2. and 13,1415, 
I, 2, 12,123, Oc. T 

Po/. 2. Though this manner of Convey- 
ance ſuffic'd, while the Church was con- 
ta1n'd within the narrow bounds of a few 
Families; yet it was not ſo common to 
all within the Church, but that the Lord 
would have them to be train'd up, b, 
External Teaching of the Patriarchs, and 
ſo convey'd the Bleſſings of the Covenant 
by that Ordinance, thus commending ts 
us from the Oldeſt Times, that Bleſt In 


ſtitution. All had not ſuch immediate 
Manifeſtations; Abraham was a Prophet, 


and in this preferr'd to others, who might 


have had the Root of the Matter in them, 


Gen. 18. 17, 18. Shall J hide from Abra- 
ham that thing which I do, ſeing that Abra- 
ham {ball ſurely become 4 great and might) 
Nation, and ail the Nations of the Farth ſh ai 
be bleſſed in hin: And in aftertimes the 
neceſſity of this Ordinance was ſtill clear- 
ed more and more, this diſplayeth the 
loathſome and dangerous N 
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Deluſion among the prerendedly inſpird 
aveneſts, and others the like Enthuſiaſts, 
ho, to ſay nothing of their unſcriptual 
nd abject ſtrain, both as to Matter and 
WV ds, do all of them fer up immedi- 
bor Feachers, and make their very 


WW! Appearances with that pretended 
WA: ority, without any ſhadow of Call 
r Neceſſity, while of a few met in a Cor- 
„ goodly Number at once belcheth 
Wort: their Preachments: Our Lord 
'}&oncolcended to ſhew his Commiſſion, 
d. 4, 5. But you muſt excuſe them, 
bt you take the direful Agitations of 

{ordered Body and Brain, or other 
Wc! like fu, for a ſufficient Warrant, 
z. Altho' the Revelations given to 
nde firſt inſpir'd Writer, were not 
IA throw any writen Channel; yet 
are Grounds are laid down in the 
penned by him, that all after Re- 
8 -.:tions,chiefly as to Matters of Doctrine, 
oontain'd in, and deduceable from 
Den: Yea, we have the ſumm of the 
e Goſpel in that firſt Promiſe, That 
'- veed of the Woman (hall bruiſe the Ser- 
bead, Gen, 3. 15. which Promiſe is 
lier enlarged throughout the whole 


C Word 
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Word, and the Lord Jcſus teltifyeth, Joh, 
5. 45, 40, 47. that Moſes wrote of him, 
and cleareth the Reſurrection from the 
Dead, as written by Moſes, Math, 22 
31, 32. Exod. 3.6. 


Thus, tho' the Teſtimony of the Lord. 
of Glory, ſufficed to ſupport the Dottrinel 
which he taught; yet our Lord Jeſus wa 

leaſed to inſtruct, each Point from the 
written Word, both to evince the plea: 1 
fant Harmony of every Piece, from th. 
firſt dawning, in Paradice, and to ſhew th 
indiſpenſible Obligation we are under u 
advance and receive nothing, as any par 
of the Lords revealed Will, in point df 
Truth, Duty, or any Religious Concern, 
fave that which the Lord holds forth u 
And we ought to be in 


his Word ; 
readineſs from thence to make out, eſpe 
cially when requir'd, 1 Pet. 3. 15. 

Poſ. 4. Hence, whatever was addet 
by inſpir'd Writers in after times, is found 
not only conform to what was Written 
by him, namely Moſes being the fam 


Doctrine Further enlarg'd; but » 


likeways referr'd to theſe Books; Fa 


ſtill the following Writers have regard tf 


the frecceeding, and build upon ther 
| | Foul: 


1108 


. 

oundation: And L the cloſe of the 
d Teſtament we have that remarkable 
i unclon, Mal. 4. 4. Remember ye the Law 

$ i\/o/cs my Servant, which I commanded hins 

a Jor h, for all Iſr ael, with the Statutes and 
rd ts; Here is a Reference to the 
e. under the Deſignation of the 


va - of es, being the DoArine of Sal- 
tte en ſuited to that Diſpenſation, and 
lea il noruounly taught by him and all the 
the ets, according to what was fortold, 
' thc. 11 oy 18. to be that Doctrine which 
r 088 ud be taught in a continuedSucceſhon, 
bang 4 the Appearance of the Lord Jeſus 
t aß creat Prophet. See further Heb, 3. 
Nu :oughout, and even under the New 
I 08! ment, che Doctrine is Demonſtrated 
me 0 the Old, on all occaſions, Math. 13. 
pep 4. fo Luke 24. 25, 26, 27. Then he 
Wd! unto them, O foo!s and flow of heart to 
ey ve all that the Pi ophets have ſpoken,ought 
an  Chriit to have {ufferea theſe things, ana 
itte enter into his Glory, and beginning at 
1008 e and all the Prophets, he expounded unto 


en, in all the Scriptures the thengs concern- 
; F008 /-7 :»:/6/f ; Thus fo ſoon as the word was 
> to c0! :fignd into writting, we had a written 
bei 'i'o11rcht-Rone and Standard, 


according 
22 to 
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to which Spirits were to be try'd, Perſons, 
Doctrines, and Practices to be examin'd; 
The whole Centereth here, namely that 
before any part of the Canon was writ 
ten, the Subſtance of the Doctrine o 
Salvation was diſplay'd in Paradice, and 
the great Miſtery of Redemption there laid 
down in a {hort, but clear, full, and com- 
prehenſive ſumm: And as upon the Rock 
there diſcovered, the Church was built 
from the beginning, So, the Divine 
Maniſeſtations given at that time, were 
all of a piece, being built upon Confirma- 
tory, and Illuſtrative ot the Grounds firlt 
laid down by our Gracious Lord, as ap- 
peareth now, that ſo much thereof as 
was needful for Faith and Life, is by Di- 
vine Inſpiration clearly written. Thus 
Matters were kept to a clear Rule and 
Standart in theſe firſt Ages, until that 
afterward the Lord gave by Moſes a whole 
Syſtem of revealled Truth, which by Dt 
vine Infpiration was conſign'd into Writ- 
ing: And as the whole ſucceeding Fa- 
brick is raiſed upon, and ſupported by 
that Ground Work, which was juſt now 
obſerv'd; So the greateſt Change that 
ever was made, YViz, The eſtabliſhing a 

new 
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e Ozconomy of the Goſpel Covenant, 
1pon the Ruins of the Old, is yet par- 
ularly and largely Demonſtrated by 
„che Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
oom che Grounds laid down in the Books 
lM ©: foes and the Prophets, as clearing 
id me Doctrine: This great Change ha- 
ung been made not only in a conformit 
ck to theſe Grounds, but alſo pre- ſigniſied, 
ut pointed at, and prophecy'd of, as the 
ne MW cope, Life, and Marrow of that whole 
ere Uiſpenſation, all which, great D. Oven 
na- nceth at length in his profound and 
ri N ch borate Commentary upon the Epiſtle 
p- the Hebrews, 

Paſ. 5. Tho' before that any part of the 
Canon was written, the Lord did fre- 
1uently manifeſt Himſelf, and declare his 
by Extatical Viſions, Dreams, and 
Voices, and this was continued through- 
zut the old Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
Covenant; yet ſtill in a Suitableneſs to 
ine fixed Rule and confirmatory of the 
received Standart, as aforeſaid; As alſo 
witiout Prejudice of the Bleſſed Oc 
nance of publick and Authoritarive 
teaching, but really for a neceſſar 


o the. 


iicip to that Teaching; And altho? we 
C-3 Read 


” a _— , => LES * 
—— — — ů ro og —B * „ 2 — 
— — —— — 


. 
» Was — _— - - — — > 
„ : — - — 
— — —_ ů — 2 — — — 
— WI ——_ — * O - 


5 22 

Read of this alſo under the New Jeſta— 
ment, before the Canon was tully written, 
Att j; 12, and 10.9, 10,11, and Rev. 1. 10, 
11, 12, Cc. Not withitanding, ſeing theſe 
Viſions are now on Re cord, and the Ca 
non is compleatly written, we have no 
Warrant to look out tor, or lay Streſs u- 
pon ſuch things; and to be ſure, the 
Scripture being <omplea t, We arc to ex- 

pect no Ditcovery of any thing which is 
not contained in, and built upon the fame. 
The Rule is plain, 2 Pet. i. 19. We have 

alſo a more ſure word of Prophecy, woereunts 
ye ao well that ye take head, as into a light 
that ſnineth in d aark place, until i be aay 
daws, au d 7 i: 4 ſtar ariſe 1 your hearts. 
From which Paſſage ; oY theſe. tew 
particulars to our purpoſe, 1. That this 
{ure word of Prophccy, and che alone, 1s 
our Light, as being the only and comple 
Rule of Faith and Lite ; So that whatlo- 
ever belides it, pretends to be Light, is 
really but Darkneſs, I/a. Bs 20. To the 
Lam and to the Teſtimonys, + f they [peak ot 
according to 2 it 15, beca le there is 10 
light is thew...” 2:45. this Light aboun- 

dantly ſu Reeth, being fully adjuſted to 
al] rhe ends of its appointment; So it 
Welle 


23 5 
rea high Reflection upon the Wiſdom 


» | 4 Goodneſs of God, in beſtowing it to 
» MW ertain the leaſt Thought, as if we 
deqd any other, and look as the Pillar 
loud and Fire (to which the Text 
O eth) pointed out the way to the 
[= !\rachtes till they reached Canaan ; o 
e the word of the Lord point out his 
— compleatly, both ro them in their 
IS 


„ and now unto us, all other Lights 
- Ev 0uld have been Seduttive and Ruining, 
npare F/al. 119. v. 9. 105. 3. Nothing 
the Light of Glory can ſucceed to 
„When theDay dawaeth, and the Day 
Y + ir ariſeth in the Heart, the Light of 
ey, and that Light alone can Out- 
une it, Rev. 21. 22, 23. Ana I ſaw no 
ile there, for the Lord God almighty and 
Laib are the Temple of it, and the City 


lite ta it, for the Glory of God did lighten 
ind the Laib is the Light thereof: And 
2.5, Aud there ſhall be no Night there, and 
hall need no Candle, neither light of the 
i, for the Lord God giveth them Light, 
4 they ſhall reign for ever and ever, Hence 
ions, Voices, and Dreams, are no bot- 


+ ought 


11 no need of the Sun, netther of the Moon to 


non which we may build, and we 


E 

ought to ceaſe from regard to them, af. 
ſuredly none of our pretended Voices or 
Vitions may compare with that which is 
Recorded, Math. 17. 1, 2, 3. Concern- 
ing Chriſt's Transfi guration, and the 
Voice from I Teaven, ſaying in v. 5. This + 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, to 
which this Text hath reſpect ; and yet 
we are called off from that, as ſounding 
irom Heaven to the fame now written in 
the Scriptures, that we may wholly and 
only reſt and ſettle upon this {ure word 
of Prophecy. 

This pointeth out the Venom of De- 
luſion in Enthuſiaſtical Pretenders, what- 
{oever may be its various Dreſs: And 
for inſtance, view the prophetical Wairn- 
ings of Elias Marion, and others pretenc.- 
ed to be Diſcourſes uttered under the In- 
ſpiration of the Spirit. Let us try this 
Spirit, and conſider for that Effect, theſe 
following particulars. 1. The ſure word 
of Prophecy | is over-lookt and laid a ſide, 
as of no uſe in this Matter: Our Lord 
Teſus built upon the Foundation of Moſes 
and theProphets,but here the wholeSerip- 
tures, tho? undoubtedly given by Divine 
Inſpiration, are pretermitted intirely, and 

new 
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ſ. Light pretended, which 1s ſolely 


or  {ounded upon the Authority of the Re- 
5 vealer, they do not ſo much as attempt 
n- :© apply the written word, to the re- 
ne  ipoctive Caſes, as if it were no more fit | 
# | iv ſuch uſes; But if theſe Prophecys, or 
to ophetical Wairnings be what is pre- tl 
et che ded, they muſt be received as ſo much [| 


new Scripture, given by immediate 
inſpiration ; and it ye allow the fame Li- 


— N 
. 


nd MW berry to others, who have as much ro 

rd proven as can be all edged in the preſent j 
Jaſe, weare carried intirely oft trom the i 

e- Fountngiag: and expole our ſelves as 2 [ 

ue co every pretending Deluder : Thus ; 

od Divine Faith and Religion | is gone, the 

= BE Word of Prophecy recorded in the 

c ocripture, being quite enervated. 

n- 2, Not to engage into a particular Dit- 

his quifirion ,eing ſueh empty Dotages de- 

eſe "ve not to be conſidered fo far, I re- 

rd woke in General, that the Scop and 

le, ''cnor of their Warnings, is quite con- 

rd ary to the Scriptures of Truth: It 

Jes the plain and harmonious Doctrine of 

ip- | de Word, that the only way to Reſtou- 

ine tion of Souls ane Churches, is the 

nd of FHs under the mighty Hand of 


ew | God, 
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God, Ja. 4. 10. 1 Pet. 5. 6. Hol. 6. 1, 2 


Job. 40. 3 and 42. 4, 5, 6. Del. 32. 


39. 1 Sam. 2. 6. Aſſuredly the Divine 
Teſtimony is plain, Let. 26. thr _ 
and v. 23. 24. If ye will not be reformed 6; 
thee things, but will walk contr. iry unto me. 
faith the Lora, then will I alſo walk contrary 
unto you, and wh puniſh you yet jeven time: 
more for your Sin; But inſtead of this, 
theſe pretended Revclations are generally 
ſtutfked with a nauſcous Repetition of 
great Deliverances to an impenitent Peo- 
ple, without diſcovering even the mani- 
teit Cauſes of a righteous Controverſy 
with them ; And as for ſome little In- 
ſinuations of Sin, Which are overly dropt, 
theie are very General and Superficial, 
ſave that a Regardleſneſs of their pre- 
tended Inſpirations 1s more cloſely taxed. 
3. There is no Cauſe to be amuſed by 
their Pretences and ſpecious Appearance 
of Devotion, ſeing beſides that there is 
no Ground to admire them on that head, 
the little they have of that ſort, runetli out 
| intirely in the Channel of the Covenant 
ot Works: The very Name of Chriſt 
15 10 exceeding Rare 1n theſe Prints, that 
remember not to have found it fo much 
ad 
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once in a great deal, which T Read on 


deſign, but as to a ſtrain of Evangelical 
Dependence, and the deriving of Lite, 
:rength, and every thing from the laſt 
lam, the alone quicken! ng Spirit, and 
at in theExerciſe of ſaving Faith, from a 
1u;nble Sente of utter Inſufficiency on 
Creatures part: It were a vain At- 
ol to ſeek or expect any thing of that 
ein thofc, by ſome, ſo much applaud- 
El Writings. 
* not to inſiſt further at preſent, I 
ſubjoin, Fourthiy, As to ſome all <dg- 
ci | Mhrac -ulous Events for Confirmation 
thoſe pretended Inſpirations (not 
no to debate the Credit of the Narra- 
n) I obſerve that the Spirit of the 
rd removerh all Umbrage of Diſhculty, 
an this head, by wairning us exprelly, 
that the falſe Propher may give a, Sign, 
nd the Sign may come to pals, the Lord 
| ordering the Matter for Trial, Deut. 
13.1, 2, 3. The groſs and ſottiſn Delu- 
ions of rhe Papacy are not one White 
ie better of theſe Lving Wonders, Which 
t introduced and continued to ſupport 
chem, and the conſequence 1 is the ſame in 
cher of tlie Caſes, that is quite noughr 


= 
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in them both, 2 Thefſ. 2. 8, 9, 10, 11. And 
it may be added, Thar their Lying Won- 
ders and Prophecies, have more than 


once deceived them, and blaſted their 
Credit. 


EXERCISE, III. 


Pol. 6. H E Doctrine 1s not to be 

underſtood ſo, as if all theſe 
Influences were ſtill conveyed by parti- 
cular Paſſages of Scripture (though often 
and ordinarly they are ſo} but ſometimes 
they may flow in by the Lord's ſhining 
on Scriptural Truths, tho' without re- 
ſpect to one particular Paſſage; yet {til 
the Matter muſt be Scriptural, and upon 
further Thoughts (eſpecially when try'd) 
the exerciſed Perſon will be made to fee 
its Foundation upon one or more places of 
Scripture ; Yea, ſometimes the purpoſe 
(being ſtill Scriptural ) may be firſt ſhin- 
ed upon: For Example, The Incarna- 


tion and Paſſion of Chriſt, Death and 


Judg- 


oc rather {hewerh them to bein it. 


«:Herent Perſons, 


5 

judgment, or ſuch like: and the Scrip- 
cures appoſite to theſe Purpoſes, after- 
wards fer home : On the other hand, 

more frequently, the Spirit of the Lo 
Breatheth, firſt, on a particular Wald, 
ind then deducerh things ſuitable from it, 
The 
Ty one of 1/rae! is not to be Limited, 
Methods are various, but all ſerve 
ic ſame end, either the exerciſed Soul is 
Ic ed from the Word to things contain*d in 
it, or by thefe back to the Word; And 
tho? there be here ſome variety both in 
and as to the fame Per- 
on ar different Sea ſons, yet ſtill the 
Foundation is one. The leading of the 
Spirit, and evidence of the Word, go in- 
'parablytogerher and the more clearly 
E better. ; 
Po.. 75. Diſcoveries of things to come 
beſtowed by theLord, more largely upon 
ſome of his Dear Saints, with reſpe& to 
ine iſſues ot Exerciſes or Interprizes ; ( As 
75 25. 14. The ſecret of the Lora u with them 
it fear him, and he will ſhew them his Co- 
cnant, And Joh. 16. 13. But whatſoever 
1 ſhat hear, that ſball he ſpeak, and he will 


ſor you things to come.) Are no Additi- 
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ons to the Word, but Applications there. 
ot to particular Cafes contain'd in the 
fame, which could not have been ſeen 
without ſuch Manifeſtations ; as put the 
Calc tome one, or more of the Promiſes, 
FP}. g1. ve. Deliverance from the Peſti- 
lence, or other Dangers were ſet home on 
the Heart of an exercited Perſon, wit! 
reſpect to his particular Circumſrances : 
There is no ſhadow of Addition here to 

the Word, only Promiſes made by the 
Spirit of the Lord, are applyed accord- 
ing to their Scop, and that which is 
plainly deſign'd in them. But much 
Caution ought to be uſed here, with 1 
Holy tear of Straying; and Room is to 
be lett both for further Diſcoveries, and 
rectitying what may be amiſs, by the 
mi 'xture of our Reaſonin os which bemiſt 
us, when left to them. The Commandment 
is exceeatne broad, Who can meaſure its vaſt 
Dimenſions ? Pf. 119. 96. 
Pas. 8. To clear hes the Irradia- 
tions of the Spirit upon the Lord's Word, 
or Work on the Soul; I find the Ligit 
ol the Sun often alluded ! to in Scriprure, 
Aal. 4. 2, Bat unto you that fear my name, 
ſpall the San of Rrghteonſneſs ariſe with hea! 
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O'S 
ng in his Wings. 2 Cor. 4. 6. For God 
1/10 made ( or commanded) the light to ſhine 
gat of aarkneſs hath ſhined in our hearts, or 
Souls, to give the light of the knowledge of 
he glory of Goa, in the face of Jeſus Chyit. 
See Hph. 5. 1 3. Whatſoever doth make manifeſt 
;: light, John . 5. I am the light of the 
d. From which, and more ſuch 
places we may gican the following Re- 
marks, for clearing this purpoſe, .partly 
tor IIluſtration, partly in a way more di- 
rettly Argumentative. 1. As the Earth, 
is id things contain'd in it, and upon 
<> which the Sun ſhineth, are pre-exifent 
\2 gits ſhining ; yer refreſhed and cheriſh- 


to Aby the warm and nouriſhing Influence 
nd its pleaſent Beams; So the Influences of 
he Grace conveyed into the Heart throw the 
iſt Ml © annel of the now written Word: Pre- 
eat ppoſe the only Rule, which is indeed 
aſt opened, and efficaciouſly applyed in that 


manner, but without any Alteration ; . 


Jin- nd, to be ſure, the Rule can never be 
rd, pt fo pure and intire, as it muſt needs 
uns WE when in the hands of the Author, 2 
ire, Js the cleareſt and ſweeteſt Evidence of 
mie, the Sun's Light, cannot be perceived with- 
t Eyes { for Mid-day is as e 

um 
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2 
him that wants 9 0 ſo Spiritual things 
revealed in the Word, and trom thence 
held forth by the Spirit of God, can ne- 
ver be rightly underſtood until the Eyes 
be opened; For the natural man recei eth 
not the things of the ſpirit of God, they are 


fooliſhneſo to him, &c. 1 Cor. 2. 14. Tet tht 


Lord hath not given you an heart 1o percetve, 
and Fes to fee, and Ears to hear, unto this 
da), Deut. 29. 4. The eyes of jour under. 

anding being inligſitened: that you may know 
what is the hope of his calling, ana what the 
Riches of the glory of his tnheritance in thi 
ſaints, Eph. 1.17, 18, 19. Which premiſed, 
T obſerve in a ſuitableneſs ro our pur- 
poſe, the particulars following, all mani. 


* ' a . S 
feſt in the Sun's Light. 1. Clear and 


farisfying Evidence, that of the Sun Beams 


is the cleareſt roSenſe,and far beyond what 
Artificial Luminaries can produce ; and 
this hath a ſatisfying and raviſhing Evi 
dence, which fo filleth and repleniſhetli 
the new Creature, that I cannot cloath it 
with Words, Eph. 5. 13. 2 Cor. 4.6. 2. 
As in the Sun's Light, fo here, Glory 
and Majeſty accompany Evidence; and 
thus the Believer enjoyeth him whom he 
ſeeth, and poſſeſſeth the firſt Fruits of 2 
hea ven- 


. 0 
Heavenly Harveſt, Pl £19. 5. Joh. 3. 26, ; 
De that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting 4M 
e, Kc. chap. 17. 3. Aud this is life eternal 
it they mig hi ubm the on ly true God, and 
Tlas Chr iſt whom thom haft ſent. 3. This 
jeſty is tempered with ſu eetneſs, at- 
ended with refreſhing Warmth, and 4 
crowned with defirable Fruits, through 
te concurrence of ſweet and ſeaſonable 
10wrs. Somewhat of all this is in the 
> nilitude, but theſe Shadows difappear 
before the Subſtance, The whole and 
more of this ſort being verified in the 
its Influences, as carried in upon the 
l thorrow the Channel of the Word. 
5 theſc the Soul is iweetned, retreſhed, 
engthned, and bringeth forth Fruit 
o Holineſs, Yet {till the Rule is one 7 
d the ſame, without the leaſt Variation, 
8. 20. To the law and to the teſtimony, | 
-C Or. 2,9. 11, 12. Bat as it 75 written, eye hath 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entred 
ate the heart of man the things that God hath h 
/--parea for them that love him, Fc, Sec 
6a. 44. $9 4, 5. chap. 2. 5. 2 Cor. 3. 18. 1 
Pet. 1. 19. We have alſo a more ſure | 


d of propheſie, 
D EXE Re | 
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EXERCISE, IV. 


Now proceed to the Confirmation 
of the Point, by the following Proc 
or Grounds, 

Proof 1. All the Arguments by which 
the Perfection of the Holy Scriptures 1s 
evinced, do likewiſe demonſtrate this; 
tor as much as any new Revelation, 0! 
any ching in che leaſt tending to dimini!! 
or alter the Word, were inconſiſtent with 
this Perfection, as it is manifeſt; Ano 
the low vilitying Expreſſions of a Dead 
Letter, Radiments for Children and ſuct! 
like, which Enthuſiaſts uſe (in this. fym- 
bolizing with Papii#s, Socinians, and other 
Hereticks ) abundantly hold forth, that 
they do not ſincerely own this Perfection, 
winch yer the Scripture clearly aſſerteth, 
and our Divines have aboundantly prover 
in their Writings upon the head, which 
may be Conſulted. And the conſequence 


is eaſie and obvious; for if the Scrip 


rurecs 


| 
” 
. 


35 
res be ably. p Eben! pre ſuppoſꝭ asa 
ccolved and a ſufficiently evinced Pro- 
6 tant Principle) then they contain all 
at wie are to believe, and are the alone 
upleat Rule of Heart and Life in every 
ding. Now the Canon being compleat 
as faid is) and the whole given by Di- 


ion 
. ic Inſpiration ; aſſuredly we may ex- 
825 ct no other Teaching ot the Spirit, ſave 
el e opening and applying of this Rule, 
* bd opening of the Heart to receive at nd 
a omply with what we are therein Taught, 
„ 4 all in an exact ſuitableneſs to the 
10 ule, without the leaſt ſtrain. What 
ih ! un can be added, Diminiſhed, or Altered, 
1 0 vit 1 a maniteſt Impuration of Defici- 
. ' unto, or of ſomewlaat amits, and 
ſuch 8 : necdeth Amendment in the Canon 
8 cl and from what Spirit ſuch things 
er occed, let the Chriſtian Reader Judge? 
1 85 e P. 19. 7, 8, 9, 10. The law of the Lord 
5 verfech, converting the ſoul : the teſtimony 
20 6 . e Lord 1s ſure, making wile the ſimple, Cc. 
"44M im. 3. 15. /. 119 throughout. 


hich Pas 2. It appeareth likew ays from 
peremptory Prohibitions which we 

ve in the Word, whereby the adding 

thing to, or impairing any thing from 
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it, is diſcharged under the moſt dread- 

ful Certifications ,cſpecially Rev. 22.18.19. 
where it is ſhut up thus, For 1 reffify u 
every man that heareth the words of the Pr 

phecy of this book, if any man ſhall add unt 
theſe things, God ſhall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this boot: and ii 
any man ſhall take away from the words of the 
bi 00 of this prophecy, (x: d Hall take his part 
out of the book of life, ana ut of the holy city. 
Cc. This doth not only clear and de 
monſtrate the 'Truth of the Doctrine, 


but giveth us alſo the juſt Character of 


allPretenders to ne\ 1 „by which 
they intail upon themſelves all theſe 
Curſes, and ought to be looked on as 
under them, whatſoever extravagant 
tights of Spirituality they boaſt of : Su! | 
Elevations are certainly the Product « 
Evil Spirits, howſoever deceiving under 
a ſpecious Vail: as the Serpent of old de. 
ceived Eve by his Subtility, 2 Cor. 11. 
And, if ſignal Mercy prevent not, wal 
fink the Poor deluded Wretches into a 
proportioned depth of Deſtruction, 

If it be excepted that we ſind the like 
Prohibition in the Scriptures themſelves, 
belore tllat ſolemn one Rev. 22, which 

hut 


229 | 


- „„. 4 


„ 
gutteth up the Canon, namely, Deut. 4. 
2. and 12, 32. Jou ſball not add unto the 


ö word which ] command you, neither {ball you 
7 — | 7 5 0 
| /ixzinifh ought from it, &c. Prov. 30. 6. 


d not unto bis words left he reprove thee, 
| \nd yet a great deal more hath been 
added ſince, which we, .notwithitanding, 


knowledge to belong unto the Ca- 


4 non its felt, and to be of rhe ſame 
7 \uthority with the reſt. I Anſwer, 1. 
| hat the Protihition Jlayeth an awful 
| ©: upon every Creature, and ftrictly 
a cichargeth their medling; but without 
A rrejudice of further Enlargements to be 
e made by the Lord himſelf. 2. Even theſe 
5 nlargements were ſpoken of by Moſes, 
t ander the Inſpiration of the Spirit of God, 


ho expreſly fortold that the Lord would 
iſe up unto them, from among their bre— 


5 | mog 
2 ron, & prophet like unto himſelf, and I mill 
* { [aith the Lord) put my words in his mouth, 
if aud be ſpall ſpeak nnto them all that J com- 
1! ; 


and him. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
hoſoever will not harken unto my words which 
S hall ſpeak in my name, I will require it of 
Bb lein, Deut. 18. 18, 19. See Gen. 49. 10. 
15 Va. 4. 2. compared with Joh. 1. 45. As 
2, 22. and 7. 37. Heb. 3. 1, 2, 3, 4 

D 3 Thus 
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Thus all is kept within the verge of what 
the Lord ſpoke by Miſes and the whole old 
Ozconomy pointed at the new. Hence, 
. The Doctrine is ſtill the ſame, and 
the whole ſuperſtru- cure, even of ;nfpired 
Writings, was raiſed upon, and deduced 
from the Foundations at firſt laid down, 
and afterwards conſigned into writing by 
Moſes at the Commandment of the Lord, 
until the. whole was ſealed up by the fore. 
fa d peremptory prohibition, Rev. 22. 
18, 19. 
P, »f 2. All the Paſſages by which we 
are a{tricted to this Rule, and „ 
ed to bring every Doctrine and Practice 
to this Touc hitone, do fully demonttrate 
the certainty of the Doctrine; I ſhall 
but in a few, 7/a. 8. 20. To the 
it they Y E Not 
Arcor di. She 1 mord „11 is be careſs the ere 15.9 
{1g 5 „ Ac. 17 11. 750% Vere 3707 C not: 
hen 0 IF The Hal Olea, 70¹ ihat L 760 y Fecelt'ed 
il? 1107 1 with Mit reaainels 075 mt a, and | ſearch- 
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˖ ad unerring Rule, by which the Spirits 

© to be tryed, Gal. 1. 7. 8, 9. Though we 
½ Angel from Heaven ; preach any "other: 

el unto you, then that ye have received, 
'-r him be acciirſed, See alſo 1 Joh. 4. 1. 'l 
ad when receding from it, they onght if 
101 2 rejected with Deteſtation. What 
cc then is left for new Revelations ? | 
e they from the Lord, then muſt they {| 
N a Standart, and then were we requir- | 
| 
; 
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| co have regard to another than the 
Word, which would expoſe us to be 
\ragged alter the Deluſions and Fancies 
every new Pretender to ſuch Revela- | 
ons, Who agree not with themſelves, 1 
leſs with the Truth. And it is truly 
f obiervable that ſuch e fall into 
mot damnable and groſs Errors, 
1trary to the plain letter of the Word, 
vr des execrable Abominations of Prac- 
, ©, to which God hath righreouſl 
; een up many of them; for the Works 
i che Fleſh are near of Kindred to one 
other, and Hereſies are reckoned up 
nongſt the groſſeſt of them, Gal. 5.2 
10 latyy, witchcraft, hatred, variance, BM 
ns, arach „ ſtrife, editions, hereſies, &c. See 
0 2 The. 2. 11, 12. And for this cauſe 


Go 
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God (hall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that ſoe\ 
they ſhould believe à lie, that they might be 241 


all damned who believe not the truth, but bec 
had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, Here we the 
have a part of the righteous Execution of ane 
theſe fore- mentioned Curſes, and an ole 
awful Document of Sobriety and keep- ab] 


ing cloſs to the Word. Hence theſe oy 
higheſt Flights, and moſt ſpecious Sem- De 
blances of Spirituality, do yet open the Dy 
two leav'd Gates to the moſt execrable del 
Errors and Abominations, and remove up 
the great Barrier againſt Atheiſm its un 
ſelf, by undermining the Credit of the ard 
only Rule. And tho? a regard to it be Ti 
pretended to cover the Deceit (Which m. 
otherways would be too open) yet its 
Credit cannot be ſincerely maintained, fut 
unleis we bring every thing to this alone de 
Touch: ſtone, and peremptorly refuſe to Þ 50 
receive any thing but that which is con- a | 
tain'd in, and rightly deduc'd from the 2 
Canon, And if any other pretended Re- 11 
velation be ſet upon an equal Level, as 2 
in that caſe, We have no more any fixed P, 
Standart; io there would remain no- x 
V 


thing to ſtop the Current towards the 
vilelt Herelies and Abominations what- 
7 ſoe ver, 


* 3 


„ 
ever, under the fair pretences of Inſpi- 
arion. This is worſe than any Herefie, 
bhecauſe, in this way, Lying and Mur- 
!1cring Spirits have opened a Convey- 
dec tor whatſoever of venome they 
pleaſe to inſtill. And were they cap- 
able of Delight, I think they would en- 
o much of it; while, as Gods, they 
Deck themſelves with Majeſty, and 
Dictate their Revelations to their filly 
deluded Votaries, who receive them 
upon their own Credit, and thus give 
unto Devils the greateſt Honour that we 
are capable to give unto the true God in 
ime, namely to believe them, and that 
molt firmly, meerly upon their Word. 

Proof 4. The Truth of the Point is 
further made out and confirm'd from the 
delign of the Word read, medirated u- 
pon, and preached, Cc. which is to be 
aal and a lamp to our paths, to make the 
nan of God perfect, to edify the body of Chriſt, 
ne all come unto a perfect man unto the 
eure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
. 119. 105. 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. Eph, 4. 
2, 13. Theſe are the ends for which the 
Word is appointed. And for inforcing 
e Evidence we may obſerve, 


1, That 


1 
: 


1 
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it to be the Lord's Word; 


MN (423. | 
1. That this Mean, and no other is 
appointed by the Lord tor all theſe 


Ends, which ends are to be attained on- 


ly through rhe Influences of, his Grace, 
as the torementioned Paſſages clear. We 
reed ot no other Mean, yea, are diſcharg- 
ed peremptorly from all regard to any 
other. 

2. That, through the Lords Bleſſing, 
it is ſufficient (as a Mean ) for all thee 
Ends, having not only the fitneſs refult- 
ing from the Lord's appointment, as the 
brazen Strpent had, Joh. 3. 14. but like- 
wiſe intrinſical Excellencies {tamped u- 
pon it, P/. 119. 129. 130. and through- 
out, P/. 19. 7, 8, c*c. ſuited to the Ends 
for which it is given, and fully evincing 
hence no 
place can be left for extraſcriptural Re- 
velations, or any thing reflecting upon 
this compleat Rule. All centereth here 
(to repreſent the Argument diſtinctly in 
its parts) namely, 1. That all the ends, 
which we may, or ought to propoſe to 
our felves, and all the true Uſes of a Ca- 
non are clearly and fully condeſcended 
upon in the Scriptures. 2. Theſe Scrip- 


tures are aboundantly ſufficient to, and 
' | | com- 


— F 


43. 
compleatly fitted for theſe Ends and Uſes. 
here's a blefſed Company in the higher 


WI Houle, Who were brought to it by the 


„et Conduct of the Word and Spirit, 
and the reſt are upon the way preſſing 

5 düther, and ſhall reach the hippy End. 

7 under rhe {fame Guidance, being janttifred 

| h; the truth, and the word of the Lord is that 

3 trath, Joh. 17. 17. In this manner, and 

- by walking in the paths chalked our 

3 rein, an entrance is miniſtred unto the 

* dem of our Lord and Saviour" Jeſus 

5 5 2 Pet. 1. 11. 

F . Unto this alone Rule we are ſtrictly 

ch He to Advert, and inhibired from 

5 "<garding any other, as was above clear- 

5 I}. 8. 20. and 59. 21. 2 Pet. I. 19. 

34 And the thing is evident in its ſelf; For 

„ + there can, be no ſhadow of Pretence 

" New Revelations, without deſigning 

ky - high regard ro be payed ro the fame; 

ah > no retpect can be had to any fuch 

* Nerz | without a proportioned 
tracting from the compleat Deference, 

* Cnich we owe to the alone perfect, and 
Written Rule: And as it ever W | 
* „ and continueth to be the 8 110 
d Proj ect of n by ſuch falſe is ts to 
* as. ii 


made up of Errors, Hereſies, 


G | 
lead off from the only paved way into 


Precipices of Errors, and Abominations 


of all forts, ſo the ſad Fruits have veri. 
hed the deſign, as appeareth among o- 
ther Inſtances from that Maſs of Errors 
and Blaſphemies, which go under the 
Name of Antonia Burignon, and were 
Condemned by an Aſſembly of this Na. 
tional Church. The whole Maſs is 
Biaiphe- 
mies, and a Prophanc Mixture of Philo 


ſophx. The former have been a Thou- 


ſand times Refuted, and the other ought 
not to be Repeated, as Hezekiah forbad 
to Anſwer Rab{hakeh's Blaſphemies, J 


36. 21, 


Proof 5, The Truth of the Doctrine is 
alſo evinced from the Harmonious Ex- 
perience of the Cloud of Witneſſes, as 
the ſame is Recorded in the Word, and 


hath been accordingly verified in all 
Ages; who all bailt upon the Foundation 


of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner floue, Eph. 2. 
20, ſee alſo Heb. 11. P/. I. and 121. And 
it it was thus betore.theConſummarion ot 
the Canon (as was above cleared) much 


more ought we now to Tremble at the 


leaſt 


(5.45 2 


cuſt Receſſion from it, and abhorr the 
Thoughts of founding upon any other 
Botrom after the Compleatment. In 
chi manner theſe Champions and the. 
jweer Company of ordinary Believers 
Fought the good Fight, kept the Faith, and 
{riſhed their Courſe; And it is only in this 
Confidence that we can enjoy the Deli- 
cus Proſpect of our Lord's appearing to. 
be olorified in his Saints, and admir'd in all 
i: that believe, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. 2 Thef. 
1. 10. . 

Uſe 1. Of Vindication. For improve- 
ment of this Doctrine, I ihall in the foſt 
ace take off ſome Aſperſions caſt upon 
the Exerciſe of Religion, and Perſons 
i | quainted with it, in fo far as they Re- 


„A upon the Word, and the Operations 
as MW © the Lord's Spirit. 

5 Aſperſion 1. It is alledged, that what 
imputed to a ſpecial Work of the Spirit 


„ the Caſe, may flow from Natural 
i | <-uſes,the Advantages of Temperament, 
1 or at beſt from frees Will, aſſiſted with 
ch Helps as Arminian Grace pretends _ 
of to add to it. | 
75 Anſ. Tho? there be very little ſhadow 
de Strength in this and other ſuch like 
Ws \ | Cavils, 


46 | 
Cavils, yet I ſhall take them under ſom 
particular Conliderat! ion, not only pon 
the account of the cleaving Ol corrupt 


Nature, to 12 77 ever may cheriſh Pre. 


juclices againſt Religion, but alfo be- 
cauſe the exerciſed Soul wi i not readily 
be found free of Temptations ſuggeſting 
this. I ſhall then labour to prove 
Supernatural Work of the Spirit, from 
the Word, in the ſaving Change, which 
5 wrought upon the Soul by true Re- 
lig1on, whether in the firſt Converſion, 
or after Pr ogreſs. This appeareth from 
the ollowing Grounds. 

Grouna 1, The Scriptural Expreſtion 5 
adhubited by che Spirit of the Lord to 
denote this Work, do clearly evince its 
N together with a Sneciality, 
ane E ving Efficacy of the Spirit in el 
o ting it. Take for inſtance thee 
10 men 1. A Creation, whercof tlie 
Proc! uct is 4 New Creature, bot li the 
Work and Effect tranſcending the firit 
and old Creation, Ep. 2. 10. 2 Cor. 4. 6: 
and 5. 17. 2. Araiſing from Sp: r1tua 
Death to an Eſtate of J. ite, Jos. 5. 25. 
Eph. 2. 1. 3. A new Birth, Jab. 3. 
Ja. 1. 18. Of 5 own will begat he us wil 

Tt 


( 47. 
tle word of truth, that we ſhould be a kind 
ot firſt fruits of his creatures. And more- 
er, 4. It is ſuch a work of Grace and 
Payer, as removeth Satan's Image, and 
ind by imprinting Christ's Image, ren- 
gereth the Perſon (as the State of ſinſul 


Creatures can allow ) 4 partaker of the 


Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. From which, 
ale rheſe few Remarks, 1. Seing ſuch 
x preſſions repreſent a Change, than 
which, there is nothing in Nature fo 
orcat and Glorious, they aſſuredly hold 
tzrth the workings of Omnipotent Power 
2yord the Sphere of Creatures. 
Hey denote this Change in common Pro- 
(Hence, ſo it were quite to enervate 
he ſignificant energy of Scriptural Ex- 
preffions, ſhould we alledge that all this 
it be underſtood in a low ard di— 
mutive Senſe. To uſe ſuch Gloſſes, 
ere rather a ridiculing of Scripture than 
opening of it, 3. As the foremen- 
toned are clear, pointed and exprefiive 
'© this purpoſe, fo higher Expreiiions are 
nd, and ſuch as vaſtly ſurpals the 
_unrivanceot Men or Angels, The power 
' Crod, the exceeding greatneſs of his power, 
\" workings of his mighty power, even that 
power 
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8 
power which raiſed Chrif from the dead, are 
put forth towards them that believe, both in 
the Entrance and Progreſs of the work. 
See Eph. 1. 17, 18, 19. and 2 Th 1. 11. 
Eph. 3. 18, 19, 20. &c. Hence, either a 
Supernatural work of Grace, and Powe 
muſt be acknowledged in this Matter, 
or it is impoſſible that ſuch a Work 
ſhould be ſaid to be, in any Caſe, for 
Words more ſignificant tifan Seraphims 
could deviſe are uſed in Scripture to ex- 
preſs it: And i ſuch overwhelming 
Evidences be eluded in this Cafe, we 
might with more ſhadow, utterly deny 

the Old Creat! on, and aſcribe the whole 
of it to Natural Cauſes ; tor aſſuredly 
more emphatical Expreſſions are uſed to 
deſign the New, than were adhibited 
concerning the old. 

Ground 2. The rooted Contrariety, 
and ingrained Emnity of all that is in 
Corrupt Nature, unto that bleſſed Pro. 
duct of a new Creating, Regecnerating, 
and further fanctifying Change do clear. 


2 
ly evince a ſupernatural, ſpeclal, and e 


fcacious Work of Grace and Power in 


effectuating it. Matters are worſe ſtated 
with us, than it we were a meer no 


thing 


( 49 


e ung as to theſe things, ſeing all chat is 
n us, is 1ntirely contrary, yea and con- 
k. dictory unto that which the Lord re- 
F ire and is pleated to work by a con- 
a TY Change, both in the Entrance 
14 Progreſs thereof. Compare fairly 


ind immpartially the one and other; 
| 1nd the Lord's work, as aforeſaid, will 
2 maniteſt in our Natural Eſtate, We 
2 darkaed in the underſtanding, yea darks 
elf to ſhew how great that Dark- 
<15 is, Eph. 4. 18. and 5. 8. . 25. 7. 
CY: 2. 13, But by Converſion, and 
more in thePr ogreſs of Sanclification, 
Her eyes are opened, the vail removed; and 
-- max light in the Lord, Luk. 4. 18. 2Cor. 
: 16, 17, 18. Eph. 5. 3. As Children of 

- firſt Adam we are alienated from the 
God, and enemies in our minds by wicks 


y work yea Enmity its ſelf to hold forth 

Fea e greatneſs of that Enmity, Eph. 2. 

oe. and 4. 18. Col. 1. 21. Rom. 8. 

ing, | (97. 2. 14. and therefore juſtly defigned 

21 2 the Fierceſt and molt Cruel, untamed; 
of. 


ſonous and ravening Creatures, as 
rn les, Leopards, Boars, Aſps, and 
ated I Cockatrices. But by the Ground-work: 


4% / Conver ſion, and more in the Ad- 


hing | 5 vance 


( 90 


vance, this Venome is drain'd out, and 1 
we, being transformed by the renewing 0 
of our Minds, are made to prove what MW 6! 


is that good and acceptable, and peric.: W » 
Wil! of God The wolfe is made to die IN 
with the 2 the Leopard to ly down with cc 
the Rid, the ſuckling Child to play on 1. W 
hole of the Ajp, and the weaned Child to 1 in 
his hand on the Cockatrice Den, Iſa. 11, | of 


7, 8, &c. Rom. 12. 2. Pl. 119.7. Cc. p. d 
t. Rom. 7. 22. Pf. 19. 7, 8, 9. and Rom Im 
7. 22. And unto all this we may add th. 
greateſt efforts of Evil Spirits, by them. MW © 
ſelves and their Inftruments, all fer on 
work to . hinder the tore-mentioned 
Change by the utmoſt of Force, and 8 
Cunaing, which poſſibly they can reac! 
as alſo to puſh us foreward 1n ſeſt deſtroy 
ing Courſes: For Satan goeth about al 
ways As 4 roaring Lyon ſeeking whom he m1 
devour, and we wreſtle againſt more formi- 
dable Adverſaries then Fleſh and Blood, M .. 
even Principalities and Powers, We. which 
puſh us forward in ſelf deſtroyingCourlcs 
rd. Ep; 6:35 12: Hol. 13. 9: 
Now from all theſe, and more the 75 
Conliderations, it will be manifeſt / 
ing there is nothing i in us to procure 1 
further, 


„ 

{jrther, but every thing that is ours is 
dapted and fer to hinder the foreſaid 
bletfed Change,) that it muſt needs be 
wrought in a molt powerful and efficaci- 
aus manner, and ſuch as effectually ovęr- 
-ometh our Enemies within and without, 
who ſtruggle to the laſt againſt it, both 
the Ground-work, and in every bit 
of the Progreſs. Hence, both the Foun- 
tion, ang every Stone of the Building, 
mult be the Product of ſpecial Grace and 
Power, if any thing ever was, is, or 
an be the Effect thereof. | 


** 


EXERCISE, v. 


round 2. N effectual Work of the 

Spirit of the Lord by 
he Word, in this Matter, will further 
ppear, if we conſider that the Lord is 
caſed ordinarly to manifeſt himſelf to 
'12 Exerciſed Perſon in ſuch Circum- 
tinces, and in ſuch a manner as clearly 
»:izteth the Source, and diſcovereth the 

E 2 Hand 


52 
Hand of the Lord working, and manay- 
ing che whoiein a way of ipecial Mercy 
ſet home by Omnipotent Power, Con- 
ſider theſe few particulars for ſetting this 
in 2 clearer Light, r., The Lord inter- 
polech by mamteſting himſelf, when the 
poor toſſed Creature is at the loweſt Ebb 
of extreme Diſtreſs. The ſweet and ſtill 
Voice ordinarly fucceedeth Storms and 
Earthquakes : This is evident, chieily 
at firit Converſion, as in the Examplc 
of cheſe who werepricked in their Hearts, 
Act. 2. 37. and of the Jailour, AZ. 10. 
27. As alſo in the ordinary Courſe and 
Succeſſion of Soul Exerciſe. Jnlighien 
mind eyes, lays the Pfalmiſt, leſt I fleep th 
ſleep of Death, Pl. 13. 6. fee Pl. 18. 4, 5, 6. 
and 38, 1,2,3,& 40, 1, 2, 3, &c. 2. Temp- 
tations, with the Concurrence of an 
Evil Heart of Unbelicf, and other Cor- 
ruptions do ordinarly reach a very con- 
ſiderable hight before any. new decilive 
ſtroke. The Storm is ordinarly great, 
and no Safety appeareth, when yet the 
Lord commanderh a Calm, and graciout 
Iy delivereth from that imminent Dan- 
ger. Hath he forgotten to be gractons( ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt } Hath he in anger ſbut up * 
| fende 


8-1 
def Mercies, Pſ. 77. 7, 8, 9. and 73. 


13. 14. hereupon, 3. The poor 
ed Creature's Expectations are often 
e, and his Hope near expired, when 
-reign Mercy .interpoſeth and com- 
11 andeth Deliverance, If. 59. 16. And 
un that there was no man, aud wondered 
was no interciſſor: therefore his Arm 
gli Salvation unto him, And 5 1. 16. 

l act contend for ever, neither wall I be 
noh, for the Spirit ſhould fail before 
aud the Souls which I have made, Pl. 
1.4. From which it * maniteſt, 1. 
do aſcribe ſuch Iſſues to Natural 
* Co N were ſuch a eres pere N and 
ed Contrachcting both the plain 

1 \\ ond: and the whole Series of exerciſed 


ls their Experience, according to it, 
125 ſo croſs even to common Sens, that 
10 o not how to expreſs the Abſurdi- 
oy 2. That the courſe of Divine Pro- 
al | idence is ſo wiſely and mercifully order- 
os uin the whole Conduct, that no Coun- 
as -nance is given unto our Sacrificing 


o our own Net, to which our proud 
| perverſe Natures do {frongly incline 
ur here no room is leſt for boaſt= 
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Ground 4. The lame Truth appeareth 


alſo from the quick Progreſs, when Sove- 
reign Mercy giveth the deciding Stroke 
in the Extremity, after that Hope deſer- 
red had ſickened the Heart, perhaps for 
a conſiderable while before, F/.40- 1 1,253. 
and 18. 6, J. and 116. 3, 4, 5. Cc. Then 
it is, that the Lord commandeth De 
liverances, which are brought to paſs b 
a fort of creating Work; And the exer- 
cifed Soul is even aſtoniſhed to find the 
great Change, which is 8 in a 
Moment, when a Word ſet home by the 
Spirit, ſtillech the molt furious Storm: 
ot Unbelict, with other Corruptions and 
Temptations, all working together, and 
like to break the ſhattered Veſſel into a 


Thouſand Pieces. Yet, in the Mount o 


the Lord it is feen, and the Poor tolled 
and racked Creature is ſet in Joint 4. 
gain, even ina Moment; The Snare 1s 
broken and he Delivercd, while ch. 
greateſt Subtilities of Temptations are, 
with 5 ſurprizing Evidence of Light and 
Power detected and deteated. Thus the 
Battel, tor that time is gain'd, the Field 
cleared, and the Soul enriched by a large 


Mare of Spoil, P/. 119. 162. T 7 ejotced s 
17 


1 wora as one that findeth great ſpoil, Pl. 
3 9, 10, 11, 12. And tho? this end not 
he War, but many a Battel enſue ; yet 
ie {ucceeding Conflicts are made the 


aller, and the Hand of the Lord by a 


cu and ſupernatural Work appeareth 
all this, with the greater and more in- 
controlable Evidence. 

Aſper{ſion 2. The work of the Spirit in 
cxercifed Souls, is by divers (and ſome of 
:hefe the more Learned ) milfepreſented, 
ind the Perſons taxed as ſwayed by Me- 
{.nclioly Fangies and Notions, ſometimes 
vy, at other times more pleaſant. 


In Anſwer to this, I deny not that a 


\Iixture of Natural Melancholy may 
covercloud rhe exercifed Soul, cipecially 


when the Lord hideth his Face, and the 


| cmperarmment inclineth that way: But 
a5 Ditorders of that ſort are the a fflicting 
Reſults of Corruption on our part, and 
vil Spirits their taking all poſſible Ad- 
ntages from what they find of that 
ort within us, for Darkning a work of 
ace, and hindering the progrels there. 
, under the ſweet Breathing of the 
ord and Spirit of God; So they are 
from affording the leaſt Ground to 
queſtion 
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3 | 
queſtion an efficacious Work of the Spi. Wl :: 
rit upon the Heart in ſound Exercile : 

And on the contrary, a ſpecial work 


of Grace is ſo much the more to be re- [ 
ſpected, as what theſe ſubtile and cruc! th 
Enemies ſo vigorouſly oppoſe in the * 
wreſtling Believer, by that and all © of 
ther poſſible Divices. by 


But beiides what was mentioned on 
the preceeding Heads, which, with equa! 
Force taketh off this Aſperſion, 25 U 
proving a ſupernatural Work, It may MW - 
be further evinced, that faving Mani- (; 
ſeſtations are of ſuch a kind, and (cr | 
home in {ſuch a Meaſure and Manner. 
as fully demonſtrateth them to be 10 


Products of Imagination. Ponder for \ 
this the following Grounds, 0 
Ground 1. The things manifeſted acc 
ſo High and Excellent, that without tb 


ſuch Inſtruction as Heſh and Blood cannot \u 
beitow, it were impoſſible to have an) RE 
one tight Thought about them, , 


16, 17, And even the Gracious Soul, ie 
| tho' in a Rate of Light, yet is under an {t 
utter Impoſſiblity of reviving the Im (_ 


prethon and Memory 6f theſe Leſſons 
without renewed Influences of __ [1 
All 


* 
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A. 1 


1. 4 na Lite from above. The natural Man | | 
3 ; .etveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, l 
k ie fooliſhneſs unto him, 1 Cor. 2. 14. 
C. heſe things are ſpiritually diſcerned, il 
cl bis, by a ſpiritual Capacity which |} 
ne bad not before, and the continuance "1 
0 that ſpecial and efficacious Inſtruction, 1 
which the Eyes were opened at firſt, | 
on -1 otherways they cannot be unde-g- 
al of. He hath given «s an underſtanding ul 
as al we may know him that is true, 1 Joh. 5. | 
ay The Goſpel remaineth hid, until | 
ni (od, who commanded Light to ſhine out 
ſet Darkneſs, ſhine in the Heart. The | 
＋ dation of this Light, and nothing leſs, 
no th give it a Beeing, Sometimes ye | 
Or were Darkneſs, &c. Eph. 5. 8. Hence, if 
o0ner might the force of Imagination | 
ee our Bodys to the ſtarry Firmament, ! 
ut han reach the great things of God, 
Ot which he manifeſteth to his own, and 
ny ot to the World. 11261) hl 
th, Ground 2, The Goſpel is wholly My: Mi 


ul, rious, the Wiſdom of God in a My=. |} 
an 'rery, Theſe things exceed all poſſible 


m- _ontrivance of Creatures, and could 
"ns ver have been known, even by Sera. | || 
bt ms, fave by Revelation (Eph. 3. 10. 
nd | | TY Ta :! 
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To the intent 115 2 1 principalitie, 

ana Powers in heavenly places, might | 
known by the Church the manifold wiſdom 
God, 1 Pet. 1. 12. Unto whom it was reveal. 
ed that not unto themſeiyes, but unto us the; 
did miniſter the things which are now re portes 
wnto you, by them that have preached the 
Goſpel unto you, with the holy - Ghoſt ſeat 
down from heaven, which things the Angels 
defire to look unto.) and far leſs do they 
bear any Proportion with our corrupt 
and ruined Faculties in our fallen Eſtate, 
and therefore could never have entre 
into our 1 {ave by that Illumi— 
nation and effectual Inſtruction, of which 
beſore. What could Men, or even An- 
gels have otherways known, of the ador- 
able Ground-work, in an Eternal Com- 
pact betwixt the Father and the Son, 
together with the Bleſſed Execution, 
both as to purchaſe and the Efficacious 
Conveyance of that purchaſed Salvation. 
Hence, no ſhadow is left for ſuch impu- 
dent Blaſphemies of aſcribing to Imagi- 
nation, a Work more Glorious than the 
Creation of Heaven and Earth, 1 Cor. 2. 
ye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
4 Ve entrea into the heart of man the 22 
| which 
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1 59 ) 
ich God hath prepared for them that love 
| „Rom. 16. 25. Here we have revealed | 


of Dj F 1 
7 liar Myſtery which was kept ſecret ſince the | 
1 beg an, but now is made manifeſt by the | 
wo eriptures of the Prophets, Cc. ſee alſo Joh. 
l 4. 21, 22. 2 Cor. 5. 19. EB. 3. 10. 4 
PT. 4 Pet RY I 2, 0 | 
ws Ground 3. I might further refute this | | 
_ e Aſperſion from the vehement | 
0 "ream of corrupt Nature's contrary ö 
« t1:1v3ngs, together with the ſtrong Cur- _ | 
85 rent of Temptations of all kinds, and all | 
1 6:6 . » | 
44 011g iſſue againittheEntrance and Pro- "1 
ch rc; of faving Light, which would allow \1 
2 ge Matter for this Effect; For ic is an 
. ured Truth in Spirituals, that the 14 
5 purting off the Works of Darkneſs will | j 
1 geceſſarly engage the Believer into a «| 
aud of Difficulties, which will make 1 
IN, he hav] d us i 8 2 ö 
e having and uting the Armour. o 
10% "2a, . . , 2 i | 
ht to be indiſpenſibly needful, Rom. | 
J. a 250 | . | . . 4 | A 6 | 
(2.12, Afturedly Divine Light is, in þ 
u- | D W 
7 tar, from being the Product of nag i- ö 
| ion, that the things of God when car- 1 
r A in by his Mighty Power upon tlne 
bw \caewed Soul, yet are Difficultly recety- - 
through the contrary ſtruggling of | 
T4 -—" | . 
170 i Evyu Heart of Unbelief: And tho 
| they / 


Soul verifieth the thing. Conſider 
mongſt others, that of the Diſciples of 


60 
they be exceedingly ſweet to the new 
Creature, yet the Impreſſion is quick 
darkned through Unbelief's making head 


againſt it, untill renewed Influence 
from Heaven batter down that Enemy. 


Many initances of this might be adduzed, 
and the Experience of every eXerciſcd 


* 
a 


our 1.ord Jeſus, who were ſo very hard. 
ly brought to underitand and receive a 
little of the Sufferings of their Lord, and 
the purchaſe of Redemption by him 
and quickly did fall off, and bend to 
wards their prejudicate Miſtakes, Hence 
Fs after the warning which the 
Lord g gave him; and the or her Difcipics 
concerning bis approaching Sufferings 
did notwithſtanding take it upon him to 
Rebuke our Lord, ſaying, Be it far from 
thee Lord, 11s (ball nor be unto thee, Mat 
16. 22. Sec alſo 20. 18, 19, 20, 21. Joh 
14. throughout much of that Chapter. 
Yea, ſome things they underſtood not 
till he was Glorihed, Joh. 12. 16. And 
if it was thus with them under the morc 
immediate Inſtruction of Chriſt, bow 


much more tooliſh and ilow of He 


art 


4 


— — 


gut of our own Bowels. 


ax © 
we to believe, where then ſhall place 


found tor Imagination? 


Ground 4, It is manifeſt in its ſelf, and 
E confallgns Experience plainly cenfirm- 
chat our Luſts, and eſpecially that 


aig Dagon of Pride giveth the Lite, 
Strength, and Nouriſhment to ourlmagi- 
Nd Lt 'ON 3, 


which alſo have, for their Ob- 
i, tuch things as are agreeable to 
1-/e Lufts, and which our corrupt and 
2a, auphty Minds do cordially imbrace, or 

- at beſt proportioned to them. Hence, 


the Progreſs theſe Fancies are the Et- 


0 As of a a ſtrong and ſettled bending in- 
ads, while we ſpin them, as it were, 

But all is con- 

in the Spirit's Work, and it is the 

ic of the exerciſed Soul, under the In- 

uences of Heaven, to go out of Self as to 

Princ eiple, Ends, Motives, Means, and 

cry thing, that he may live only by 

| act Ihive, get not I, but Chriſt troeth 


% me, and the life which I nom live in the 
5, 4 live by the faith of the Son of God, 
vc, Gal. 2. 20. Not that we are ſufficient of 


0 7 to think any thing as of our ſelves: 
vt gur ſuſfictency is of God. 2 Cor. 3. 
Joh. 15, 5. Neither doth he, nor can 


he 
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ne Build, fave upon the Ruines of Sell 
If any man will come after me, let him den 
22 &c. Mat. 16. 24. And, in ſo far as 
Self inſinuatethi and interpoſeth, nothing 
can proſper with him. When he ſaith 
in his Heart, My Mountain ſtands ſtrong, 
and Would ſecretly applaud himſelf there . 
in, a ſudden Change followeth, and | 

is troubled upon the Lord's hiding of 8 
Face. Nevertheleſs the foundation of ti 

Lora jlanaeth ſure, Pl. 30. 7. Prov. 3. 5. 
Herc's a Path, which the vulture's Eye 
hath not ſeen, and whatſoever thelc 
bold Calumniators pretend, or how- 
ſoever they may be accounted by 
ſuch as are Strangers to that reaching, 
which- fleſßh and blood cannot be tom; yet the 
exerciied Saul, hath no Ground to enter- 
tain the leaſt of Heſitation about that 
which the Lord hath taught and made 
him to ſee and feel, becauſe of Duſt raiſcd 


againſt theſe things by them, who are 


ac counted Wile and r Our 


Lord Jeſus bath plainly taught us that 

1 hee things are hid from the wiſe and pr want, 
tho gracioully revealed to Babes, The na- 
tural man receiveth not the things of the pi. 


rit of God ; they are fooliſhneſs unto him mel 
ther 
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63 
cl. can he knew them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
WER) Lf itly aifcerned, 


ith | eh 2 


ere. EXERCISE VI. 


„ JOHERE is one A ſperſion more 
reterable to this Head, which I 


Eve muſt take off ſhortly (more will 

ele WM in after Wards.) And it is this, 

JW Aſperſion 3. Such as are truly exerciſ- 
by WY <! to Godlineſs, and acquainted with 


nz, MW ine Manifeſtations, are charged with 
the MW ſiaſin, and other (elt-clevating De- 
ter- s which accompany it; But be- 
that MW cue this cometh clolly home to the 
lief purpoſe deſigned in theſe Exerciſes, 
Hall introduce the Anſwer by ſome 
emarks upon a Paſſage of Scripture, 
ich we may compare with the Text. /a. 


— 2 

| my © 

>: CD" Ez 
Cans CD 
my © 


, ſaith the Lord, my ſpirit that is upon 
aud my words which I have put in thy 
"194th, ſhall not depart out of thy 704th, nor 
the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the 
mouth 


21. As for me, this is my covenant with 


64 
mouth of thy ſeeds Fed 2 the Lord » from 
henceforth and tor ever, 

We have in the preceeding Verſe, 1 
clear Promiſe of the Redeemer. and the 
Glory of his Mariteftation. In this we 
have a ſhort ſummary of the Bleſſings 
Which he was to purchaſe and convey 
We may take Notice of three thing 
0-16 

x. The general propoſal of his Cov: 
nant with his choſen in theſe words, 4: 
for me, &c. 

2. We havea more particular Accour 
of the promiſed Bleſſings of this Cove- 
nant in a comprehenſive ſumm, My „ 
that i upon thee, and my word, Kc. 

„We have the Confirmation of tlic 
wht by a redoubled Teſtimony (% 
the Lord) a word to each of thele, 1 
our purpoſe requireth, not deſigning 10 
dip further into any Explication. 

1. For the firſt by Covenant, I chief! 
underſtand the pleatant Syſtem of Goſpel 
Promiſes, particularly of ſuch Blefſings 
as accompany Salvation, which are the 
Matter of Chriſts purchaſe, according 
to the Eternal Counſel, and diſpenſed in 


ſuch a way as procui th the Iweet Akers 
an 


RE... ll 
n Conſent of the 4 Man, which, | | 

with reſpect to the different Oeconomies | | 
- 1 I der theOld and New Teſtament is de- | 
the My ined piurally, Eph. 2. 12. Covenants of | 
we ie. And as to theſe Promiles, there's 
no WM 4 fixed order of Accompliſhment fer 
„een in the Word, in which, and in 
na WM 000% other, we are ro expect the promif- 
o Bleſhngs. Namely, Humiliation go- 
ove eh before Faith, and Juſtification pre- 
ceedeth Sanctification. Nothing is here 
intended, in the leaſt, intrenching upon 
un, che ſtrict and indiſpenſible Obligation of 
e- the Law, which is cordially acknow- 
t cd to be full and untouched, in this 
Irkeing with the Stream of our ſoundeſt 
the d ſtricteſt Proteſtant Divines. I ſe- 


an dlude not the Precepts from the Cove- 
; rt, but do take them in ſuitably to its | 
> 10 Ml ature and Tenor: This is the plain 

S 


Scriptural account of the Goſpel Cove-„ 
iel; ant, and our Text is of the fame Te- lf 
nel Mor compare with it Jer. 31. 33, 34s | 
I R y J i 
ing , [pall be the Covenant that I will make 15 
% the houſe of 1jrael, after theſe days (ſait, 
ihe Lord) I will put my Law in their i- 
A parts, and write it in their hearts, &c. | 

YE See ] 


OD Ie : Yo oor x — * 


66 
See alſo, Jer. 24. 7. & 30. 22. Heb. g. 
IO, 1% 1%, . 

As for the 24. J ſhall not enter upon 
it further, than 1. To ſhew vnto whom 
this ſumm of promiſed Bleſſings is be. 
queath'd, and {hall rather Unite than 
Oppole the ſeveral Sentiments of Inter- 
preters about it. 

1. Then it may be underſtood, as be- 
ing apply'd to the Faithful Teachers 
the Church, whether Ordinary or Extra. 
ordinary, holding forth that he who 
hath put his Stamp upon them, Com— 
miſſionated them unto, and enter'd them 
upon his Work, will not leave them in 
it, but continue to give his Meſſages 
to them, and guide them by his Spirit 
and his Word, in the Diſcharge of what 
belongeth to their Office, according to 
the Promiſe, Mat. 28. 20. And lo I an 
with joit always, even to the end of the world, 
See Eph. 4.11. 12, 13, &c. 

2. We may underſtand the Church 
inviſible, and all the Members there- 
of, to the End of the World, to whom 
it is promis'd, that they ſhall enjoy as 
their ſpecial Treaſure, that preſence and 
guiding of the Spirit by the Wore whe 

| 3 


„e 

tt lengch land them in Glory, 7/36, 
Aud tho the Lord giveth you the bread 
- yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed 
be. © Corner any more, but thine eyes ſhall 
i Teachers, And thine ears ſhall hear 
ce behind thee ſaping, this is the way walk 
1 it, when you turn to the rieht hand, and 
be. 5% turn to the left, And 54. 13. All 
laren ſhall be taught of the Lord, and 
all be the peace of thy Chilarea, See 

Jer. $1. 34. Joh. 14. 16, 17. 
There are who underſtand the Pro- 
given by the Father unto the Son, 
Lord Jeſus, to be by him made 
coming to every one of his Seed; 
a. 53. to. Hen thon ſhalt make his 
i offering for fin, he ſball ſee his ſeed, he 
pole his days, aud the pleaſure of the 
4 ſball proſper in his hand. So that 
heſe 1755 ( My ſpirit that is upon thee, 
are to be underſtood of the Meſ- 
and rhe following (Ot of the mouth 
ſced, &c.) are to be applyed to Be- 
4, like precious Oyle upon the Head 
„ur great high Prieſt, running down 
a the Members of his Myſtical 
Boes: And certainly the Promiſes are 
F 2 made 
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———U—ä—U—ͤ—3ä4 — _ 


68 
made to Abraham's 5 way of Emi. 
nency, which is Chriſt, Gal. 3. 16. 

4. Some alſo think that it may be e, 
tended to the People of the Jews, after 
their Converſion, ſignifying that the 
ſhall then cleave unto the Lord, without 
Apoſtatizing again: Theſe, and mos 
ſuch rhings may be apply'd, which ar: 
not oppoſite, but may well be brought 
together as parts of the ſame Senſe. 

In #e 24 place, I ſhall offer a word 
anent the thing promiſed, which may be 
reduced to theſe heads. 1. Evidence from 
the Word, as to all the Concerns of Sa! 
vation, 4 voice behind us (the Voice 
the Lord in the Word) jaying, this in tir 
way walk ye in it. 2. Influences of ih: 
Spirit opening the Heart, to receive that 
which is held forth in the Word; Thus 
it pleaſed the Lord to open the Heart 0! 
Lydia, Acts 16. 14. In this manner hc 
bringeth his Children into the ways 
which are pointed out in his Word; He 
eſtabliſheth them, and carrieth them for- 
ward in the ſame. 3. Preſervation from 
Deluſions, particularly the damnabic 
Extremes of ſeparating the Word from 
the Spirit, or the Spirit from the oe 
an 
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©: whatſoever elſe may ſtand in the 
way of our Salvation. 4. His bringing 
Wb. hisChildren from all their ſtrayings, 
„ ictthng them better in the way of 
f[olincſs, under the ſure and ſweet Con- 
dust of his Word and Spirit, which ſhall 
no leave them until they have entred in- 
0:9 Emanaels Land, a Sphere ſo high, that 1 
'11:;kind of guiding can have no more 1 
dein it. Therefore behold | will pedge up 
% sis with thorns, and make 4 wall, that 
ſhe hall not find her paths. And ſhe ſhall 1 
m after her lovers, but ſhall not over- | 
em, and ſbeſpall ſeek: them, but ſhall 
id them: Ihen ſhall (he ſay, I will go 
„ i return to my firſt Husband, for then 
be better with me than nom, Hoſ. 2. 6, 7. 


1 

| 

at or the 34. part of the Text, viz, The | 
s 0 firmnation in the Expreſſion (/ig 1 
e) redoubled, it repreſenteth to us, 1 
e Dur Backwardneſs from recciving ll 
y; WI: (iis great truth, and Inclinations co Ex 1 
Te Deemes on either hand, which are fo if 
gong, that we need a redoubled Watch- | 


word, 2. The Certainty and great j 
v.:0he of the thing promited, as being 


the Foundation and Subſtance of the o- 
her Promiſes. 


So much from this Text to lay a Foun. 
dation for taking off the Alperſion, thy 
Falſeneſs and Wickedneſs whereof may 
appear in theſe follow ing particulars, 

Part 1. Foraſmuch as the Promiſe 0f 
this Text ſccureth the Lord's Children, 
as to the being kept within bounds, and 
pre ſerv'd from the forementioned Fx. 
tiemes, both as to their State, and 
more in their way, The Charge 0 
being Ezthuſia/ts, is altogether. incor. 
{i{tent with their being Gracious, but 
only Inclinations to ſomewhat of th: 
End ( when under Confuſion as to the! 
Spiritual State, and the Subtilities 9 
Jemptation covering theſe Deluſion 
with an alluring Vail) be uaderſtood 
As this is no bottom tor the Challenge, 
fo he who harh taught them to pray, 
Tcad its No /1to ſi tation, doth, and 
will preferve them from falling into thi: 
Pit, 

Part 2, This Charge is upon ti 
Matter the fame with that which was 

Blatphemouily given againſt the Lord 
ſeſus, as it he had colluded with Satan, 
Haien the Phariſees heard it, they ſaid, thi 
fellow aoty ig; caff out Devils but by Bi 
St 
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ih the Prince of the Devils, Mat. 12. 


2%, Let he came to deſtroy the Works 


Wot the Devil, x Joh. 3. 8. Aſſuredly an 


Et 1(aftical Spirit is not the Spirit of 
God, it muſt then be an Evil Spirit, or 
0117 own Spirit's deceiving us, by the In. 
fncnce and Subtility of Devils. 

Parr, 3. The Frame and Stamp of an 
cxercited Soul, is wholly contrary to 


that of Emthafraſtical Pretenders, and 


chicy in tlie following particulars. 1. It 
s Chriſt-like in deep Humility, Leaz# of 
or I am meek and lowly of heart, Mat. 
11. 29. Unto me who am leſs than the leaſs 
of all Saints is this Grace given, &c. Fpv. 
2. 3, See Pſ. 73. 22. Prov. 3o. 23. So that 


cad of pretending highly (as Zxthu- 


e do) it is much for him to be 
brought to ſome Acknowledgment of 
dat the Lord hath truly wrought in 
iin; and were it not by a ſpecial Work 
0! the Lord's Spirit, he would not be 
purtwaded to it. We have received not 
Hpirit of the world, but the Spirit which is 
Goa, that we might know the things that 
ae freely given us of God, 1 Cor. 2. 12. 
j unto my Soul I am thy Salvation, Pl. 
35. 3. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, ſaith 


Our 
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our God, II. 40. 1. All ſhewing that 


right quieting, ſtrengthning, and com. 
forting the exerciſed and humbled Soul 
is a Work, unto which Omnipotency put 
forth in a way of ſpecial Mercy is neceſ. 
ſarly required. 2. Their Diſpoſition is 
ordinarly Jealous, under much Holy Fear 
and inclining to an Extreme in it, which 
Vet is not to be Juſtified, and is hard. 
ly remov*d by the ſurmounting Evidence 
of Maniteſtation : How often doth. the 
Lord Jefus inculcat this fweer Command 
upon his Difciples, Fear not, Q ye of litiir 
faith, why did ye Doubt? &c. And trul 
there is need for all this. Nothing then 
15 found here like unto the daring Pre- 
ſumption and Confidence, or rather Ob- 
ſtinacy of Enthaſiaſis, who ſtifly maintain, 
and impudently aſſert their fooliſh and 
Seli-exalring Fancies; whereof yet they 
can give no fatisfying Grounds, and de- 
cline any proper, full, and ſuitable Inqui- 
ry into them, 3. The rightly exerciſcd 
Soul is of a Mould of Spirit, full of much 
tender iczard to the written Word. 
Otten is his Heart drawn forth to put 
up this neceſſary Petition, viz. Teach m 
% Statutes, and that under an l 
All 
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Y utiſhneſs, and therefore he dare admit 
nothing that offereth the leaſt of Vio- 
i W icoce unto it, but keepeth cloſe to its 
un meaning, with a ſweet and awful 
spec. Upon the contrary, what low 
count Euthuſiaſts make of the Word, 
bd to what high things, even above it, 
0 they pretend, can be unknown to none, 
cc WW who know any thing of their Principles 
id Ways. 

Upon the whole, if it be conſidered, 


nothing more; and, in his ftrength, 
\.tch againſt nothing with more Cir- 


ot are charg'd with them, as the like 
| mnputation was faſtned upon their Lord 
ind Maſter, Mat, 12. 31, 32. Mark. 3. 
5, 20, 30. The Aſperſion muſt flow 
her from groſs Ignorance, or inveterat 
alice; and if from the latter, it goeth 


T'11 
a ©® 


a humblingSenſe of muchDarkneſsand | 


hat ſuch as fear the Lord, are afraid of 


umſpection, than theſe Deluſions, and 
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EXERCISE VIII. 


Uſe, Infor- IN the next place, I ſhall 1 
mation, offer my Thoughts by le 
way of Information, Ws 

concerning the Evil and Danger of Ex- 


tra-{criptural Impreſſions, whether o 
Sorrows or Joys conveyed by Dreams, 
Viſions, or Voices, and confirmed by 
pretended Liglits, and other ſuch Evi 
dences, reputed to have ſomewhat more 
than ordinary in them. 

As a Foundation to this, I ſhall alirt!s 
Comment upon a Paſſage of Scripturc, 
2 Cor. 11. 3. But I fear, lest by any means, 
as the Serpent deceided Eve through his Sal 
tility, ſo your minds ſhall be corrupted from 
the ſumplicity that is in Christ Jeſus. U 
word from this, only in fo far as may 
give Light to the purpoſe in hand. In 
the preceeding Verſe, the Apoſtle e. 
preſſeth his fervent Love towards this 
Church, having, through Grace, eſpous'd 

4 them, 


at 
— 
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gem, in Profeſſion, and many of them 
in Reality ro Chriſt, and now having 
»o5thing higher in his Eye, than to pre- 
unt chem as a Chaſt Virgin to him, he 
5 Solicitous, leaſt, by the Subtility and 
-o.yerful Influence of evil Spirits upon 
heir Corruptions, this Bleſſed Deſign 
hould in ſome Meaſure miſcarry. This 
1: expreſieth in the 3d, Verſe, wherein 
have to obſerve theſe three things. 1. 
The thing which he feared, viz, The 
Corruption of their minds from the ſimplicity 
143 15 in Chrift, 2. The way how he ſu- 
ſpccted that this might be brought to 
11's ( as the Serpent beguiled Eve through 
1 Subtility, ) 3. His Solicitude about it 
the Exprefſion (I fear) in the begin- 
ning of the Verſe, 
1, For the Hrſt, we are to conſider, 
i. The Simplicity that is in Chriſt, by it 
| uaderitand the pure unmixt and un- 
.orrupted Doctrine concerning Chriſt, 
ich he had Taught, and they had re- 
ved from him, and was Adulcerated, 
pirtly by the Mixture of Humane Wil- 
5 dom and vain Philoſophy, Col. 2. 8. 23. 
his WM {filly by the mingling of theLaw of Moſes 
ch che Goſpel, Gat, 5. 1, 2. leſt by de- 
em, clining 
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clining thus gradually, they ſhould at 
length totally Revolt from Chriſt, 2.] 
underitand likewiſe the Purity and Up. 
rightnels of Faith in Chriſt, and Sincer;- 
ty of Obedience to him, foraſmuchas Er. 
rors in Doctrine have ſtill a bad Influence 
upon Practice. The worksof the fleſb Adu. 
try, Tornitation, Wrath, Strifs, Seditions, 
Flereſies are of a near Alliance to one another, 
Gal. 5. 19. Next, it is to be noticed, 
That he mentioneth the Mind, by which 
I underſtand, not only the Underſtand. 
ing, but alſo the Will and Affections as 
influenced by it, and ſwaying the whole 
Man. | 1 88 
For the Second part of the Text, there 
is in it a manifeſt Alluſion to the Temp- 
tation of our firſt Parents, and Satan's 
Work, Gen. 3. 1, 2, 3, Cc. who ſeduced 
them and us. 1. By propoſing ſome 
thing, as alluring to the outward Senſes, 
cho forbidden by the Lord. 
2aly, ( Which 1 think is more eſpecial- 
ly intended) by repreſenting ſomewhat 
under the Notion of Wiſdom, which 
notwithſtanding, was expreſly contrary 
to the Lord's revealed Will. Both thete 
ordinarly concur, and recommend we 
| tualiy 
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ally each other; agreeable to this 
were the Perverſions of the Goſpel, by 4 
ſe Apoſtles, deceitful Workers tranſ- 
ming themſelves into the Apoſtles o ß 
Chriſt, and expreſhng their Poiſonous | 
Doctrine with inticing words of Mans Wiſ- j 
n, Verſe 13. and 1 Cor. 2. 4. 


e Expreſſion holdeth forth, 1. The fit= | 
h of ſuch a Net to catch the unwary | 
'-ople, who readily might be induc'd to | 
71ve way unto whatſoever was covered 
11th the beautiful Vail of Wiſdom and 
»pirituality, tho? truly deſtructive. 2. 
Holy Jealouſy expreſſed in the pre- 
ding words ( Over vou) leſt this ſhould 
, flowing from his fervent Love to- 
eds them. 3. The words do tacitliy 
ite themſelves to Fear, what the Wl 
\poſtle was ſo much afraid, might be- 
them: Holy Fear of Deluſion, being, I} 
::ro0ugh the Lord's Bleſſing, an effectual 


. eſervative againſt it. 3 
al Thus we ſee, that things having a ö 
ch bew of Wiſdom and Spirituality, may ö 
1 dily deceive. Now, what Judgment | 
als to Pals upon theſe Viſions, Dreams, Fe. i 
ly { 20t to enter upon any other purpoſe = | 
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For the Third part of the Text (1 fear) 1 


from 
„ 


from the Text) I ſhall endeavour to un- 
fold in theſe following Heads. 

And to wave any. Diſquiſition of what 
might have been in times of extraordi. 
nary Darkneſs, when the written Word 
was ſuppreſt, and Acceſs to it was not 
only full of Difficulty and Danger, but tc 
many impoſſible, which is not our Cilc, 
Nor to queſtion the Godlineſs of foe, 
who may be tainted with a reſpect tov 
great to ſuch Apocriphal Deceits, when 
there are other pregnantEvidences of their 
Godlineſs, Neither to Limit the Holy 
One of 1/rael, any way, I offer the fol 
lowing Poſitions as to the Thing. 

' Poſition 1. They are no Foundation 
upon which Faith can reft, ſor it can 
ſettle on no other Divine Teſtimony, but 
what we have recorded in the Word (t 
Canon being now compleated | or other. 
ways the Two-lcav'd-gates were ſet opti 
to all kind of Deluſions in Judgment ar 
Practice, which, as they have not Want. 
cd aboundant Grounds of this kind, io 
they have been introduc'd, maintain'd, 
and cheriſh'd in this manner, neither can 
they be refuted, or their Progreſs fropt, 
but by having recourſe to the Law and 


Teſti: 
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Teſtimony, upon Nick lone we may 


ſettle: And thus the Concurrence of 
the Spirit with the Word, carrieth on 
the Lord's Work in the Soul: This is 
the King's high Way, and we know no 
other, J 8. 21. & 59, 21. 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
Poſi. 2. One, al 1 judge the chief 
Root of Reſpect to theſe Conceits, is 
want of folid Scriptural-I;ght in the Hrſt 
es of Conviction, Toh. 16.8, 9. Alls 2. 
37. It 1s obſervable, that the Original 
Word which we have rendered Reprove, 
\mplyeth/ameng other things) 4 fing of 
the Soul with Evidence, and binding it with 
the Strength of clear Demonſtrations, which 
is alto imported by Sealing the Inſiruction, 
Jov. 33. 16. That is the Lord's ſetting it 
home by his Authority, and as it were, 
penny his Seal to it, Now, when 
ce Light | is convey d into the Soul this 
* TI, the Perſon is taught thereby not 
' Wt admit of Comfort, or any other Im- 
| pr Hon in the Concerns of Salvation, 
upon the ſame Evidence: And af- 
1 be ( if not left to himſelf) he will 


4 jo not daring to build upon an unſure 
1. undation in Matters of an Eternal 
7 5 


Con- 
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Concern, whereof the Evidence can i 
never be too great. 
Poſe. 3. The deluded Perſon, in this i 
Caſe, will be found excceding vehemen:, | 
and of great Advances in his Motions, 
tor that corrupt Nature favoureth, and 
Devils do not reſiſt, but rather further rhe 
building upon ſuch a Foundation, which 
will equally ſupport the vileſt of all Abo 
minations in Judgment and Practice, 
Hence, this Land-flood floweth im petu. 
ouſly for a time, and much like the Sced 
in ſtony Ground, Mat. 13. 20, 21. {pring 
eth quickly up, not being deeply plough 
by a convincing wounding and hum: 
bling Werk; and the promoters and re: 
ceivers of ſuch Deluſions, are Perſon 
either Ignorant of the plain and ſubſtan 
tial Truchs of Religion, Law, and Gol 
pel, . Or if indu'd with fome Not: 
ons about theſe; They are Strangers ti 
a ſoundly convincing, wounding, an 
humbling Work upon the Heart: an 
are either totally wanting, or at beſt bu 
weak, as to a neceſſary Eſtablil} 
ment, upon the alone Foundation by far 
ing Faith, and to many ſuch the Paſſag 
may on too good Ground be apply's 


X. 
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Te feedeth of aſhes: a deceſved heart 
th turned him aſide, that he cannot deliver 
1; Soul, nor Jay, is there not a lie in my right 
hand, It, 44%. 20. n 

Poli. 4. As beruneth faſt, fo he will 
un himſelf a ground, and theſe painted 
\ppearances will iſſue, Either 1. Into 
gros Hereſies, by giving hced to ſeduc- 
ung Spirits, 1 Tin. 4. 1, 2. Mat, 24. 24. 
r, 2 Into groſs Abominations of Practiſe, 
I after they have eſcaped the pollutions of 

1 orla,through the knowledge of the Lord 
49 Saviour Jeſas Chriſt, they are again in- 
lg led therein; the latter end is worſe with 
| +: than the beginning, &c. 2 Pet. 2. 20, 
4 deep or deadly Sleep of Securi- 
| with the fooliſh Virgins. Or, 4. Deſ- 


— 
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(tan WR tte views that the Lamps are out, 
Go. „. 25. 8. Cc. and often theſe concur $ 
Now dangerous it is, to recede from rhe 


pvc way, And of all this, theſe dregs 
lime wherein our Lot is order'd, have 
alded many an afflicting inſtance. 
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EXERCISE, VIII. 


E may for Convidi- MW .. 

on infer from this, WM ;. 

That the Evil and 

Danger of falſe Peace is exceeding great, M 

| as wanting Evidence from the Word, and 

| flowing from the deluſive Perſwaſions 0f ' 

| a change of State; But for as much as th 

Point is ot great weight, I ſhall lay down MW 

as a Foundation to it, a paſſage of Scrip- & 
ture which we have, | 
| Iſa. 50. 11. 

Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that com. 
paſs your ſelves with ſparks, walk in the light 
7 your fire, and in the ſparks that ye hav! 

#naled. This ſhall ye have of mine hau 
ye ſball ly domm in ſorrow. 

In the preceeding Verſe (not to Trace 
the Connection further) the Prophet had 
comforted theLord*sChildren under their 
Darkneſs, teaching them to truſt in the 
Name of the Lord, and ſtay upon . 
| | G 


Vſe $ « Comm 
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gad, being at reſt in the Aſſurance, that 
toy who truſt in his Mercy, ſhall rejoice 
is his Salvation, "Theſe are the Perſons, 
0 have indeed a Right to Comfort, 
17 are exceeding; averſe from receiving 
ob it. 

in this Verſe he thundereth the Wick - 
©, who run to a contrary extreme, com- 
ting chemſelves with great Confidence, 
thout any ſufficient Ground: Where- 
ne have ( beſides the Note of Atten- 
198, diſcovering both the weight of the 
purpoſe, and our unwillingneſs to be 
ruft off from our falſe Grounds by re- 
ing uit) theſe three things obſerv- 
d Dle. 

The Perſons whom he threatneth 
cib'd, theſe are they that kindle à fire, 
14 compa[s themſelves about with ſparks. 

2, We have an account of their way, 
| -y walk inthe light of their fire, and in the 
hat they have kinaled, 
Ihe Prophet holds forth to us the 
ue of it, in theſe words, They ſhall ly 
inn in ſorrow. | 


(2.7 in the Deſcription. 
5 2 1. A 


4. 
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For the firſt, I underſtand as con- 


in our own Deluſions, as if it had beer 
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r. A falfe Light, from the Deluſions 
of Satan, and Deceits of our Hearts, per. 
{wading us, That we ſhall have peace tho 
we walk in the imaginations of them, Dent 
29. 19. &c. This Light is truly Darkness, 
tho? theſe falſe Grounds may have ſome 
Appearance for recommending them. 
ſelves to ſuch as hate the Light, John 

10. 
2. Palle Conſolation flowing irom the 
fore - mentioned Deluſions, While the Soul 
would warm and refreſh its ſelf with rheſc 
ſparks: But nothing of this is from thi 
Lord, the Fire and Sparks are whol!; 
ours. 

For the 24. Part of the Text, the man. 
ner of Expreſſion repreſenteth to us, 

1. The great propenſity of our corrup 
Nature, to entertain and ſolace our ſelves 
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faid, Je will walk in the light of them, being 
your Fire, ye are bent upon this: 8 
Eccleſ. 11. 9. where the young Man is 
as it were, required ta rejoice ix his yout" 
and to let his heart cheer him in the aays "| 
his youth, ana to walk in the ways of his hear: 
The meaning is, not that he may lawivll 
do theſe things, which are directly con: 
trar) 
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th ry to the Lord's revealed Will; but 
::y denote a peremptory For wardneſs 
- perverſe Nature, fo violent, that he 
will give theſe Lults their ſwing, whatſo- 
cer it coſt him. 
The great Wickedneſs and Madneſs 
of fiuch aCourſe,as walking in the lig ht of eur 
c. and therefore making God aLiar, 
2y laying Streſs upon our own Fancies, 
1 the Deceits of Satan, in a Contra» 
auction to the whole word. 
The ſtrong tendency of our Hearts, 
(0 be in_theſe ways to the End; 
winch allo we will do, it Mercy pre- 
ent not. 
For the 3d. part, ſome underſtand by 
c Expr cihion ( My hand) the Hand of 
45 Prophet, as bearing the Lord's Meſ- 
ge; 80 the burden of the word of the Lord 
» 1/rarl by Malachie, is in the Original, by 
the Hand of Malachie, Mal. 11. But tho? 
i Senſe cometh to one, yet this ſeemeth 
% be ſomewhat conſtrain' d I take it to be 
e Lord's Hand more immediatly, ſigni- 


g and repreſenting thus The heavi- 


& and certainty of the Judgment. And 
to the laſt Words ( Te. {ball ly down in 
rom ) they ſignify not any 
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1. The dreadfulneſs of the Judgment, 
by a figurative Expreſſion, wherein leſs is 
ſaid, but a great deal more intended, 
Exv8. 20. > Re, | 
a. Its Irredeemablene(s, when it cometh 
to a lying down in the Grave under theſe 
Deluſions, fora ſmuchas the Tree lyeth 
where it falleth. And, 

3. The Eternity of this Sorrow, there 
being no returning. 
This premis'd, I ſhall firſt offer ſome 
Evidences of Falſe Peace. 2. Open its 
Riſe. 1 Shew its Danger. 4. Give a 
word of Advice for eſcaping it. As to the 

firſt, rake the following Evidences. 
1. The Peace is Falſe, which procureth 
a ſhunning of the Light, and declining 
juſt and fair Trial; whereas the more 
ſtritt and accurate the Search be, it wil 
the more retreſh the believing Soul, whoſc 
Peace is of the right Stamp, but ſtill pro- 
viding that the rule of the Word be ob 
ſer ved. Thrs i the Condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, aud men loved darkne) 
rather than light, cc. Joh. 3. 19. 20, Search 
i me, O God, and know my heart, &c. Pl. 139. 

: $59: 24-FL 201; '2, 4. | 

2, That Peace is Falſe, which can con- 
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8 
{if with the . of any known 
zin: The ſparing of a right Hand or Eye 
will aſſuredly deprive us of Salvation, 
Mat. 5. 29. 3o. and 18. 8. Mark 9. 47. 
is done by ſtretching our Art, to 
cer real Evil, with the ſpecious Appear- 
ance of Good: Thus, as it were, brib- 
g the Conſcience, while, in the mean 
me, the neceſſary Diſcoveries which 
the Light would make, are under ſome 


one or other pretext, carefully evited. 


ght and folid Peace, both keepeth the 
Soul at an irreconcilable Variance with 
every known Evil, and layeth it alſo 
en unto whatſoever further Conviction 
„ may pleaſe the Lord co vouchſafe, 
which alſo the exerciſed Sou! deſireth 
carneſtly, If I regard iniquity in my heart: 
the Lord will 201 hear me, Fc. Pf. 66. 18. 
9. ſee Pſ. 119. 128. | 
3. The Peace which can ſtand with, 
1d groweth out of a Root of Sloath, is 
.crtainly a falſe Peace; For right and 
(old Peace is Active and Laborious, and 
in gradually break that Dagon into 


pieces; and ſc much the more that it is 


further eſtabliſhed, and groweth. I will 
1412 the way of thy commandments, when thou 


fo 


: 
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ſhall inlarge my heart, Pf. 119. 3 2. See alſo 
Rom. 5. 1, 2, 3, 4. Phil, 4.6, 7, 8. 

4. That Peace is falſe, which is not 
ſupported, and cannot be inſtructed by 
ſatisfy ing Evidence from the Word. Pre- 
tences of the Spirit without the Word, are 
meer and groſs Deluſion, 1/a. 8. 21. 
and 59. 21. 

s. That Peace which Devils and Cor- 
ruptions oppoſe not with all their Power 
and Policy, as it pleaſeth the Sovereign 
Lord to lengthen the Chain, is certainly 
falſe, being the reſult of the ftrong Man's 
keeping the Houſe, When the ſtrong 
Man Arm'd,keepeth his Palace, his Goods 
are at peace, Luk, 11. 21, Otherways the 
Fight is againſ{ principalities and powers, 
Eph. 6.11.12. And the thing is mani- 
felt in its ſelf, ſeing theſe lying and mur- 
thering Spirits are as much Enemies to 
our Comtort, as to our Santtification. 
Hence it is fo very great a Matter to 


faſten Comfort upon the exerciſed Soul, 


# 


that our Lord deiigneth him elf Ihe Com- 


forter of theſe who are ca5i down, Aſſutedly 
true Comfort will never enter upon a diſ- 


conſolute Mind, without fpecial and effi- 
cacious Inſtruction from the God of Peace, 
[/a, 
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4. 40. 1, 2. 2 Cor. 7. 6. Rom. 5. 13. 8o 


1uch for this Head, my Deſign being 
er to diſcover falſe Peace, than to en- 
ge on the True. 
As for the ſecond, This falſe Peace 

gveth itsRiſe, from the ſtrong and vio- 
ent Inclination of ſoft and eaſie Nature, 
o Quietneſs upon any Terms. As it is 
wirh pain inthe Body, fo yet more in tlie 
Soul; We naturally weary of it, and 
would liſten to any Expedient whatſo- 
er, Which promiſeth preſent Eaſe. 
H-1ce mazy do, if not in words, yet practi- 
-ally ſay to the Seers, ſee not; aud to 
'/- prophets, propheſie not unto us right things, 
"2% unto us ſmooth things, propheſie deceits, 
ou out of the way, Cc. If. 30 10. 11. 
the time mill come? when they will not endure 
24 doitrine, but after their own laits ſhall 
1; heap to themjebves teachers, having itch- 
»o ears 2 Tim. 4. 3. 2. This evil Spirits 
%, and do therefore lay out them- 
, both more immediatly, and by 
11 moſt, exquiſite Tools, viz. Falſe 
icachers, or others of the like Stamp, to 
e and offer ſuch Expedients, havin 
guſted them to the reſpective Occaſions, 
alf poſſible Exatlneſs. Thus they 
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ſow Pillows under the Arm-holes, and 
ſay, Peace, Peace, when there is no Peas, M .. 
Jer. 8. 11. Ezk. 13. 10. 3. The Con- / 
fuſion and Diſorder of Mind, which uſual. 


th, 
ly attendeth Soul-Troubles, layeth us at WW x; 
greater Advantage for ſuch Snares, as WM \ 


not ſo fit to diſcern, and ready toMiſtake, 
by reaſon of our Intanglements, amidit WM 5 
the horrible Pit and miry Clay, P/. 40. 1. 
2. Hence, 4. Reſulteth a woful Pre. 
cipitancy in receiving offered Comfort too 
early, and without ſufficient Evidence 
from the Word, ſet home by the Spit MI ;. 
upon the humbled Mind, unto which e 
(may I fay it) an exceſs of Charity u 
pon the part of ſome, who truly fear the 
Lord, giveth too ready Acceſs, A pre. 
vious and impartial Inquiry is the Lord's 
way, and {till fate. He that believeth wii MI . 
not make haſt, If, 28. 16. 5 

3. For the Third, I ſhall comprehend MI . 
the Dangers of theſe Deluſions in on: WM , 
Head, and Branch it out a little. And 
the Head is this, 

Falſe Peace greatly ſtrengtheneth 82. 
tan's poſſeſſion, when the evil Spirit re-... 
turnerh unto an houſe ſweept and garniſbed. MI | 
Then goeth he, and taketh to him ſeven oth! 


ſpirits 
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5 (of | 
ſprrits more wicked Ran himſelf, and they 
ter in, and awell there, and the lait ſtate of 
that man is worſe than the firſt, Luk. 1 1.25. 26. 
Hence, t. Such deluded Perſons have often 
poſtatized into the moſt damnable 
Errors and Hereſies, as Arminianiſm, 
Popery, and the Sink of Helliſh Abomina- 
ons, Viz. Execrable Quakeriſm ; which, 
and the like have proven the diſmal iſſue 
of a fort of legal Strictneſs, after ill Tem- 
yer'd Exerciie : Yea, even Zeal for things 
miterially Right, but not proceeding 
dom ſaving Faith (yet ſuch as the per- 
on valueth himſelf upon) may degene- 
ate into the vileſt Abominations, both 
'n Worſhip and Way, as appear'd in the 
ample of Je, 2 Kings 10. throughout. 
At beſt ſuch deludedPerſons become ſo 
er hardned, that either Convictions never 
ccach them effectually, or if they do, 
go very deep; a feſtered Sore is ei- 
cher never, or difficultly cured, and with 
much pain, f they ly not down in ſorrom. 
;. Their Diſappointments are great, and 
their awakenings Dreadful, when the 
ram is over; It ſhall be even as whey 
ay hungry man areameth, and behold he eateth; 
511 he awaketh, and his foul is empty, Or as 
| when 
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when a thirſty man dreameth, and behold |, 


drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold he | 
faint, and his Soul hath appetite, &. Il. 29, Ad 1 
8. 3. The continuance of falſe Peace, {MW © 
intaileth all the Curſes written in the ( 
Word, upon ſuch as give way unto, and eber 
perſiſt in the Deluſion, Deut. 29. 19, 20, . i" 
215 Os. [Cal 
As to the Fourth, I ſhall ſubjoin for a t DE 
Cloſe, ſome words of Advice, 1. Let s 
intertain ſtill an Holy Fear of Caution MW Ve 2 
(not of Diſtruſt ) until the Lord Confirm, © 1" 
and then we may, and ought to be humb. MW er 
ly Confident (I know that my Reatemer nad 
liveth, c. Job. 19.25. For I know in whon YOU! 
T have believed, and am perſwaded that he 
able to keep that which I have committed unn '') ” 
him againſt that day. 2 Tim. 1. 12. tee Rom here 
8. 35. 36. ) till ſuch time, a Holy Fear o 4+ 
Deluſion is a notable Preſervative again ont 
it. Happy is the man that feareth alway, is 
Prov. 28. 14. 2dly. Tho we ſhould Rejet Ml + ? 
and Contemn Temptations, often an rel 
{wered, and yet ſtill impudently Object ge 
eq]; notwithitanding when any thing © 
appearing to be of weight, occurreth, 
which maketh againſt us, let it not bel © '* 


lighted, but carried in before the Lord, 
| 3 untl 


Were 
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ia clear and ſatisfying iſſue be given, 
1nd we further dont, than if the 
uptation had never occurred, Py. 73. 
1nd 13, and 77. througout. 3. Let us 
ger the Influences of Grace, always, 
in every thing, lay our Hearts open 
»2tore the Lord, to be tryed by him, not 
71ving way to the Doubts, Fears, and 
{calouſies of Unbelief: And yet ſeing, 
it beſt, much of Darkneſs cloudeth our 
it, Duty and Intereſt require, that 
we ſhould ly open to ſearch, both for the 
balling of that Darkneſs, and our fur- 
er Confirmation in that which the Lord 
ach taught us. Examin me, O Lord, and 
gde me, try my reins and my heart, pl. 26. 
Search me, O Ged, and know my heart: 
ine, and know my thoughts : and ſee if 
xe be any wicked way in me, pl. 139. 22, 
A cloſs and narrow Search is ſtill 
conhrming to the Sincere, howſoever 
{rievous to the molt ſubtile Hypocrite. 
. When any new, Manifeſtation is given, 
es in theLord's ſtrength, to purfue and 
Zeſt it fo far, that the whole Fabrick, 
vm the Foundation, may be ſtrengthned. 
ter this manner, the converted Perſon 
>» {till further Converted. Yerily ( faith 


Our 
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Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ) I/ unto you, ex Mc. 1+ i, 
cept ye be converted, and become as little chil. Pictat 
dren, ye (hall not enter into the kingdom Aufi 


heaven, Which is not to be anderſcood 


ion t 
of the firſt Converſion, or Tranflation Next 
from the Eſtate of CorruptNature, i INtO a 
Gracious Eſtate ; but of a further Pro. Bel 

reſs on deep and ſolid Grounds, and $p 
bo Eſtabliſhment of the work 0 many 
Grace in their Hearts, from the root and . 
upward, And while he groweth up In 
ward, he taketh root downward, and Nhe T 
every degree of Growth ſtrengthneth the H pb int 
Root. The remnant that is eſcaped of He XS 
houſe of Judah, ſhall again take root down- ent 
ward, an. vear fruit « pwara, II. 37. 31. 1. 
ry | 
ag 1 | Conta 
wo } iſe p 
EXERCISE IX. 
| | IWNer 
"Uſe Proceed now to the chief . 
Trial, Ule for which theſe Exer. n 


cles are deſign'd, vis, T1 
An Uſe of Trial, wherein I ſhall labour 


to cut the Threed betwixt the Mani- 
feſtations 


( 98-2 
ſeſtations of the Lord's Spirit, the 
Pictates of our own Spirits, and the 
Deluſions of evill Spirits: As a Founda- 
ion to this, we may compare with the 
Text the following Paſſage. 
I Ph 4. 1. 

eloved, believe not every Spirit, but try 
the Spirits, whether they are of God: becauſe 
en falſe prophets are gone out into the | 
„A. | 
in which Words we may clearly fee 
hs Duty, with reference to this purpoſe, | 
plainly and powerfully enjoined. There | 
e theſe two things to be noticed in the 
1 X, | 
An important Duty, Believe not e- 
* ſpirit . q 
A comprehenſive general Motive, 
aining divers particulars, For many 

ie prophets are gone out into the world. 

| ſhall only ſpeak a word of the firſt, 
herein we have, 1. The Compellation 
{ #-/oved )) in which Earneſtneſs is ming- 
ich much Condeſcenſion, Affection 
I Heart, and Sweetneſs in Expreſſion. 
This is the true and proper Method 
or conveying Inſtruction, Convicti- 
en, Exhortation or Reproof ; Ke 
bot 


96 
both Scripturc, Reaſon and Experienc: 


Re That 
teach, thac Conviction cometh too late u. WM ....., | 
Mr a Mind unneceflarly irritated. Man Nd he. 

Vrath ſhuteth ( ſhall I call them ) every MY ©... 


Avenue, and therefore all Meaſures con Ml ..._ - 
ſiſtent with Faithfulneſs, ought tobe taken Lord 
for its Prevention, and ( it poſſible) «© 


Be 1 
conciliat Affection; For otherways, Tl a a 
wrath of Man worketh not the Rigbiteouſne Nr 
of God, Ja. 1. 20. See alſo Iſa. 1. 18. Prov. Ml 
1,2,3. Rom. 12. 1. 2. Spirit 
2. We have the Duty propoſed Ne t. 
gatively, Believe not every ſpirit, By Sp ML, - 
rit we may underitand both the Doc tine MW ;,.1-4 
Revelation, or Inſpiration pretended | ind 


Cor. 12. 10. And alſo by a Metonomy,th 
Perſons who pretend to the Infpiraticr, 
and vent the Doctrine; with reference 


Ric 
to theſe, we are injoined in the Text, . , 
lieve not, &c, Here arc preſupoſed, MW /;.,- 
That falſe Teachers will pretend fair, © MW {1 
atted by che Spirit of the Lord. HF WM:!:cn 
man ſhall jay unto you, lo, here is Chriſt, WM. 
there: believe it not. For there ſball ari' M:: | 
falſe Chriſts, and f alſe prophets, and (hall jhen 3. 
great ſiaus and wonders, in ſo much that (WM :: 
it were paſſible) they ſhall deceive the v. e 


© Ele, Mat. 23. 23, 24. Luk. 17. 23. 24 
. | | That 
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hat their Pretences will be founded on 


very plauſible Grounds, fo that they will 
go acar to Deceive the very Elect: Be- 
des the forecited places, add Mark 13. 
21. 22, 2 Theſ. 2.8, 9, 10. Yet faith the 
Lord, Believe not every Spirit, That is, 1. 
Be not Precipitant in receiving them, de- 
ay ac leaſt, till ſufficient Trial, there is 
gent Danger in haſt, it may cauſe De- 
murr that they pretend ſo far; For the 
du rit of God teacheth Chriſt- like Humili- 
ty. If, 42. 2. Ir is [aid of our Lord he ſhall 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice to be 
„ra in the ſtreets, Phil. 2.5.6. Let this | 
ein you which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
| 3/19 eig in the form of God, thought it nut | 
| 
| 


w 


„% be equal with God. But made 
elf of no Reputation, and took upon him 
''» form of a Servant, and was made in the 10 
2 668 of Men. 2aly, Take nothing On 
tt, receive not their Teſtimoney of 
emſclyes. 1 am come in my Father's Name 
4114 VP ect ide ame not 4 If another | ſhall come 
aon name, him ye will receive, Joh. 5. 
And they truly come in their own. 
ume, whatſoever they pretend: This 
or the Negative. 
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2a. Poſtivel) we are injoin'd to try 
the Spirits: There is a twotold Trial, 
A Publick and Authoritative, which be. 
longerh to the Judicatorics of the Church, 
of chis I ſpeak not. | 

. 24ly, There is a private and diſcretiye, 
which belongeth to private Perſons, wht 
are allow'd and injoin'd not to Aſſent bi 
upon ſufficient Evidence of the Lord" 
Teſtimoney: As the Bereans, who thi 
they received the Word with all readineſs « 
Mins, yet ſearched the Scriptures dei, 
whether theſe things were ſo, Aci. 17. 11. 
To this Trial are preſnppoſed, 

1. An infallible Rule, according 
which the Trial is to be made, and there 
fore neither Man's Wiſdom, his Real: 
nor Authority, but the fure word of Pro 
; phelie, I/. 8. 19. 20. 2 Pet. 1. 19. 

2. The true and ſaving Knowledge d 
that Rule, for he who is Blind cannct 
judge here. Mhem ſhall he teach K xv 
ledae? and whom ſhall he make to under{{ani 
Doctrine them that are weaned from ti 
1:ll and drawn from the breaſts, Iſa. 28.0 

3. A tupernatural fitneſs to diſcern. Hi 
ſheep hear his voice t aud 4 ſtranger i 

Wis 
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. Follow : OL know not the dice of 
} ; 4, 19ers, Tia. 10. $* 5. ſee Heb. 5. 14. 
. | .. The Conduct of the Lord's Spirit 
aing from the Word, and an intire 
eencc unto him for that effect. And 
a 1% pray the father, and he ſhall give you 
b e Comforter, that he may abide with you 
„ Emer the ſpirit of truth, whom the 
1 ld cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, 
* ber kroweth him: but ye know him, for he 
bie with you, and ſhall be in you, Joh. 14. 
4¹¹ 16. 17. N hen the ſpirit of truth i come, he 
ii jou into all truth ; for he ſhall not 
” Yo biagelf: but whatforver he ſhall hear, 
e ſpeak, and he will ſhew you things 
c 16. 13. Theſe things pre 
cad, the Trial conſiſteth, 1. In an 
Pro. 1 Conſideration of the Rule. 2. An 
| ; partial Search into the Doctrine co be 
c BF compared with the Rule. 3. The bring- 
11 che one to the other. 4. Secking to 
rely" ere by Prayer, and vuſing/ ochar 
1 of his appointment for Light. 5. 
2 "WV 1cfocver he diſcovereth, bringing it a- 
0- Wh cn to him for renewed Confirmation, 
4% till firther Evidence come: And in the 
ole maintaining, 1. A due Senſe of the 
ecirfulneſs and deſperate WIS | 
H 2 9 
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of our Hearts, Jer. 17. 9. And our read; 
nels to be drann away if our own luſts and 
inticed, Ja. 1. 14. Hence, 2aly, By Faith 
depending upon che Lord for ordering e. 
very ſtep in this important Trial, O Lore, 
I know that the way of man is not in himſcl|, 
Kc. Jer. 10. 23. The Heps of 4 good man ir 
ordered by the Lord, &c. F/. 51. 23. 34h). Not 
haſtning but patiently waiting for Ligh! 
and Truth from the Father and Fountain 
thereof. He that believeth ſhall not mal: 
haſte, Iſa. 28. 16. To conclude this, | 
offer the following Rules, that we may 
eſcape the ſpliting upon Rocks on either 
hand in this weighty Buſineſs. 

Rule 1. In due Subordination to the 
Word, the only Rule, let us have regar! 
to the Confeſſions, and other approve! 
Standards of the Faith of Reforme! 
Churches, particularly our own. Ke. 
ceſſions from theſe are ordinarly the be 
ginnings of, and introductive to furtle' 
Errors. | 

Rule 2. Still obſerving a due Subord: 
nation to the Word, let us (as to thing 
under Debate) ſearch into the Judgmen 
and Practices of godly and learned D. 


vines, and ſuch as were more Ee 
of 
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% Faithfulneſs in their Day, whether 
by Communication (if alive) or ponder- 
no their Writings, if we have acceſs to 
now by our ſelves or others, any thing 
uit on Record by them, as to controvert- 


boints; Eſpecially ſuch as have writ- 
„ao in clearer times: And if we muſt 
ir: 4 25M 6 7 V, : * 4 
* 8 nc<ds in fome things, differ from them 
MN 4 


' which cannot but be uneafieto the hum- 
bie Soul) it ought to be upon further 
Light, and ſatisfſying Anſwers to their 
8 Grounds, 

8 Rue 3. With a due regard to the 
and Teſtimony, Let us carefully 
notice the Foot ſte ps of the flock, Song. . 8. 
aud ſearch into what have been the Senti- 


* r 


the ments and Carriage of the Lord's People 
"WW : former times; And if we can find 
chat intheir Deportment, under the 
* e Trials, conform to what we ha ve 
„ mentioned of the cloud of Witneſſes in 
ee Word. let this determine the Caſe: 
ee path which we chuſe, muſt be a 
cb aden one: unpaved ways are Dangerous. 
og ale q. Whatſoever Ground we may 
4 as to our Motions, with reference to 
D Price in circumſtanced Caſes, which 


aht to be wiſely managed: Let us be 
H 3 Ware 
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ware of eſtabl.ihing Principles without 
abundant Evidence trom the Word, ard 
a due regard to the Fooiſteps of the * 
in former times, and fuch whereot t 
conſequences may Condemn theſe rae 
the Lord approveth, or be found of any 
hurtful Influence, with reference to the 

reat Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom and 
Goſpel, and the faithful Diſpenters thereo;, 
ol, under ſome rene Sentiment, 
while we know in part and propheſie in part, 

1 Cor. 13.9. Pure Prince ples are a great 
Trutt received from our Anceſtors, aud 
which we are to Tranſmit ta our Patteri 
ty, 4 1 Leaven leavereth the whole lu, 
+ Cor. 5. 6, and is excecding]y lubverſivc 


to Relig ich, much better were it to wait, 
not determining raſhly in a dark time, 


1: the aay ſpring from on high Viſit us. 
le 5. Wh natſoever we may find cauſe 


to Determine as to judgment or 3 


lat Room be ſtil left both to further Diſ- 
coveries, and the removal of what Miſ⸗ 
takes may be intermixed : For tho? the 
Superitructure may be in ſome meature 
good ; vet we often mingle much wood, ha,, 
ad ftaile of our own, and raiſe it upon 


the Foundation, 1 Cor. 3. 12. 
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EXERCISE, X. 


Oſe of H E Ground being laid 
[1:al. down, I proceed now 

to rhe Uſe, andofler the follow- 
no diſtinguiſhing Marks. 

Mark 1. The Manifeſtations of the Spirit 
be word imprimt and ſtrengthen the lively 
, and Aw of a Deity, as revealed in the 
dio the Soul through Chriſt, according 10 
tre tenor of the Goſpel Covenant. And ſa- 
cob called the name of the place where God 
gabe with him Bethel, Ger. 3 5. 15. Now I 
ow that the Lord is greater than all Gods, 
in the thing wherein they dealt proadly, he 

5 avove them, Exod. 18. 11. ſce Jer. 23: 6, 
d. 34.6, 7. For underſtanding this, we 
ay conſider the following Poſitions. 

V0/i::0a 1. We are all by Nature wholly 
och of the true Knowledge of God, with- 
cd, or { as the Word ſoundeth in the 
Original ) Athi(ts in the World, Eph: 2: Ta: 
ger che power of Darkneſs and reign of 

all 
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all Sin, Rom. 1: 29, 30, 31, and 3: 10: and 
downward. 

Poſi.2.Nothing can truly cure thisHeart 
Atheiſm,but the light of the Knowledge of 
the Glory of God, in the Face of Jeſu: 
Chriſt, till that ſhine in upon ourHearts, 
we remain without God in the World, 
Eph. 2. 12. & 5. 8. 2 Cor. 4. 3. 6. 

Poſi. 3. That Knowledge of God, and 
aſſent to the Truths revealed in the word 


Ot 
concerning him, which may be the Pro: Wi i 
duct of a common Work of the Spirit, nc N 
ver di{-overeth him inChriſt to the looſing 0 


of the Heart from all Idols and Endear- 
ment of the whole Soul to him. Such a 
ſight of the Pearl and Treafure hid in the 
Field, by which the Heart is Divorced 
from other Lords and Lovers is only the 
Product of ſpecial and faving Ililumina- 
tion: Fleſh and Blood revcaleth not theſe 
things, Mat: 16: 17: and 13: 44, 45, 46. 
Jong. 3: 11. 


Poji: 4. The Impreſſions of God abſo- = 
lutely, and not in Chriſt, are not of the W--1 
true God, for no other is revealed to us, WF'': + 


but One God in Three Perſons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 1 Joh: 5: 7: Mat: 28: 
19. God in Chriſt reconciling the World 

unto 


rr mom eo pe <2 wat +a. $644 » —— — — — — — 
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uno himſelf, 2 Cor: 4 19: Applying by 
Is Spirit the purchaſed Redemption. 

t Wo Vian hath feen God at any time, the 

f Wor begotten Son, which is in the Bo- 


ſome of the Father, he hath declared him, 

„ % 1: 18: fee 14: 16, 17. 16 
„ . 5. When the Lord taketh the Il 

Vail from off the Heart, and manifeſt- | 
| 


ſt! ümſelf in bis Glory through Chhriſt 
Eo the Soul, ſo that it findeth ſweet reſt 
bn him, Math: 11. 28, 29. We all with open 
Lic beholding as in 4 glaſs theglory of the Lord, 
E Cor. 3. 18. Fc. I fay, when it is fo, | 
ils and Corruptions oppoſe, and ſtrug- | 
plc to the utmoſt for hindering the en- | 


ie ice of, or extinguiſhing utterly this 11 
d ht. We wreſtle not ag ainſt Fleſh and 1 
ne , but againſt Principalities, &c. Bpb: 1 


2: {ce Rom. 13. 12. 1 
| 707, 6. Under theſe Conflicts the exer- 1 
ad Soul is fore put to it, P/ i 3. through- | 
wo'.c.7 1: ſorrowes of death compaſſed me, and the 
ef hell got hold upon me: I found trouble 


$1 [cr row, Pf: 116: 3. Save me, O God, for 


u5, WF”: 11/er5 are come in unto my Soul, ] ſink 
„Lee 7 mire where there is no ſtanding. &«. 
. 9. 1. 2. And many times theBeliever 
1d de to ſay, We have no Might, again it 


this 


( 106 ) 
this great Company that cometh again}! ug 
neither know we what 10 do, but Our ever wn 
upon thee, 

Poſi. 7. In theſe Straits the Lord for. 
ſaketh not the Work of lis own Hands 
but maintaineth, and by the Purnace 
further puriheth ; yea, and hightneth th; 
Manifeſtation. Thus the words of the 
Lord are pure words, and evidenced to hi 
ſuch in the hotteſt Furnaces, F/. 12. 6 
& 138.8.& 73.throughout.Now when rhy 
in the mount of the Lord it is ſeen, Gen: 24 
14. This is manifeſtly the Work of tl 
Lord's Spirit, contrary to, and crofſin 
all the Deſigns of Heli, and as much 1 
bove Nature, as the Creation of a who 
World would be. This is the firſt, and 
fundamentally diſtinguiſhing Character 
All centereth here / that I may ſumm i 
the Evidence) Namely, 1. Our, innat 
Ignorance of, and perverſe Impreſſions 
concerning the true God, render us in 

Soriptural account, without God in tit 
World. 2. That Face of the Coven 
caſt upon all. People, is irremovable by ol 
| that Creatures can do, and. the removu 
| is only the effect of a ſpecial Work a 
Graccand Power from the Lord. 0a 

| | 
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0 
10 
OO I. il 
ig in upon the Heart; giveth the 10 
„ 7 rhe knowledge of his glory in the face 1 ! 
77 Chriſt, 2 Cor: 4. 3: 6: 3. The N 
vr. WM 31d in this, putteth (may I fo expreſs bi} 
4: tf Honour upon his own Word, by 1 
ace in, and letting home upon the 1 
then aby his Spirit, the Light which is Il 
tie cre held forth, I/. 59. 21. Hence, 4. Il 
) Wt 1 1 antiteit, chat ſuch a Teaching and | | 
6.08 ihment muſt needs be a ſpecial 
th or of Grace, and. Product of the Lord's 1 
Noching leſs could effectuate the | 
1! „ ſeing the whole here, is above i" 
Oo ec utterly croſs ro Corrupt Nature, i! 
b Mo.) (1b verfive of the ſtrongeſt Holds of 1 
e Kingdom. 1 
and 'v0 paſs what was hinted above, as to | 
der coping; the middle Path betwixt Ex- | 
neo {eparating the Word from the 1 
na; or the Spirit from the Word, 
Hon lkw ays is of confiderable Uſe to 
in e pborpoſe. I offer this ſecond Mark. 


te 2. The Manifeſtations of the Spirit ll 
i imprint Chriſt's Stamp upon the 1 
err male it deeper, and its Lufter ll 
mog, Ihe ſoule is chereby ſweetned, 
ork M neckned and humbled ; And thus Il | 
nn Sinew is broken, and the Wil | 


more Ui | 
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| more melted into, and ſwallowed vp in 
5 the Lord's Will by them. Aojes was 
bi Man Eminent, as having enjoy'd Di. 


vine Manifeſtations to a ſingular degree, 

{ The Lord ſpoke to him Face to Face 
1 And it's obſerveable, that he was as F. 
minent ior Meekneſs, Numb. 12. 3. 1s 
alſo the Apoſtle Paul. who enjoy'd a very MI. 
high Degree of Manifeſtations, was & 
emplarly Humble. Unto me who am le; | 
than the leaft of all Saints is this grace given, 

' &C. Eph. 3: S. See alſo Deut: 34. 10, 1, 
12. 1 Tim, 1: 16: Ja: 11: 6: Upon th: 
contrair, Satan's Image is more deeply 
impreſſed by his Delufions, as appeareth 
by the Pride, Preſumption, and Malice 
of Euthuſiaſtical Pretenders, compare tht 
high Expreſſions, and arrogant Pretences 
ot Perfection, &c. with the lowly itrain 
of theſe who are Beautificd with Chrill' 
Image, and fink ſtill more deeply int 
Goſpel Humiliation, while growing Light 


diſcovereth more and more an . 1nnume- C 
rable Multitude of Iniquities toget!':! 
with their hidden Agravations, and tt 1 


deep Deceits of their Hearts; Ve 
deſperate Wickedne!s maketh them kc) MI tl: 
a very low Sail, and their Strugglngs 7: 
gaint 


rain 
int 
into 
ght 
me- 
tel 
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( ) | 
ant the Lord's Will and Diſpoſal, make 
:1c111 heavily to Lament 4 body of Death, 


Rom. 7. 24. and exceedingly ro long for 
kc bringing down of rhefe itrong holds, 
10. 4. I fay, compare the one and 
e other, and the exerciſed Soul muſt 
eels be convinced of Satan's Image on 
the one hand, while ſome Lineaments of 
(it's Image ( howſoever imperfect ) 
appear on the other, 2 Tim: 2. 24: 1 Tim. 
. 6. & 6. 3, 4 5. J. 3. 13. 17. Eph. 3. 
, And thus abundant Evidence for Di- 
nction appeareth, tho' ſtill great wants 
at diſtinguiſhing Beauty are humb- 
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EXERCISE XL 


Rue Manifeſtations ao gra- 
aually kill Self. 
or clearing of this,let us take notice, 1. 
e Self that is killed by them. 2.How 
they kill that Self. 1. They bring 9 
Se 


Vier 1 


„ * 


— 


Sel / Eſtimation, for ſavi ing Light Vet 


of his own Wickednels, the humbling i. 
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to the Chriſtian a true account © him 
ſelf, thus teaching him ( while Sovereigq 
and free Love is exalted, and all its G 
aſcribed to it) ſtill to entertain the Sen 


preſſion whereof 15 alway s upon the aſcen. [I 


dent, as the Lord further e Fg 


{elf through Chrilt. I 0 1 ne for 14 00 th 
undone beca iuſe I im a man of unclean | rh and | 
Iſa. 6. 5. By the TY Ace of God 1 ar what I am, > 
1 Cor. 15. 10. Net that we are ufficient i 
our ſolves to think any thing as of our ſelvs, MM” 

but our ſufficiency is of God, 2 Ear 3. 6. 
2. Self. wil, Seing cvery degree of i-M 
ving 2nd ſpecial Light doth 12 0 * * 1 1 

Iron Sinew and Brow ofBraſs in 2 propos 
tioned Meaſure, and therefore raifeth tf 
Bel:ever to more of a humble Submifſi WM. 
and {weet Complyance with the Lori! je 
Will in every thing without Exception.” * 
or Reſerve. 
3. They gradually killSelf-eaſe or Sloath: 
For as much as the Heart 1s cheredy G 
larged to a running iu the way of the Loni 
Commanaments with Freedom and Sac 
ty, F/. 119. 32. Neither is it only to the 
more ogdinary Courſe of Obedience * 
the 


+ 
- 


8:5 
Wc | ove of Chriſt conſtrainethe the Be: 
{ er, 2 Corr 5. 17. But it likeways en- 
eth him the more pleaſantly to take 
55 7 7 „ Croſs, and more vigorouſiy to endure 


ard neſs, as 4 good Soulater of Jeſus 


9D. 


Ne a 
. (. Thus in the progreſs of the War- N 
ad aw the Believer hath his Heart drawn | 
„into, and eſtabliſhed in the Praiſes 

Ahe Cord, who teacheth his hands to war 


„ FRA fingers to fight, Pl: 144: f. 


. the 2d. Beſides what is mentioned, 
„deer farther the following Strokes at 
% given by them. 
Special and ſaving Manifeſtations | 
c according to their Meaſure, | 
| i2ore and more of the Emptineſs of 1 
0% Crcature, even in its prime. I have | 
"the an eng of all perfelFion ( may the Belie- | 
e And in this manner it is, that | 
1 0 {ord ſevereth his Heart from his moſt i 
:i. cared Idols, by lively Diſcoveries of i | 
' Loathſomneſs and. vanity of them. I | 
1th: They diſcover ſtill more and more 1 
1 he Deceits and deſperate Wickeaneſs of the 1 
„ 2nd thus take us off from the great [| 


ae ness of making Fleſh our Arm: 
e 1 this manner the Believer is inured, 


8 


tha am time to time more enabled, and 


1 ( 112 
| determined to go out of Self, and to live 
. by Faith upon infinite fulneſs. I live, ct 
! not J, &c. Gal. 2, 20, compare Jer. 17, , 
10. 2 Cor: 3: 5: Rom: 7: 18: Iſa, 6: 5; Phil, Ml 80 

| 3: 3 ey : [11s 
1 3. The Spirit's teaching, doth according M 
1 to its Meaſure, fill the humbled Soul <. 
with the Glory of Chriſt, and engage MW ;/. 
the Heart ſtill more unto the Lord ſeſu, M. 
as made of God unto us, Wiſdom Rightecu/: MY ;;. 
neſs, Sanitification ana Redemption; And 
thus the great Dagon of Self-righteoulncs MM -/, 
falleth to the Ground, which is openly Ml ©: 
Rampant, and whereof the Ruins ar; | 
Dreadful amongſt -/ Ezthuſiaſts and fall WM . 
Pretenders. He are all as an unclean this; | 
and all our righteouſneſs are as filthy 11:1, Ml pe 
and we do fade as a leaf, and our iquiti WM n:: 
like the wind have taken us away, Ila. 04: 0 60. 
I count all things but loſs for the excellency i , ic 
the knowledge of Chriit Jeſus, Phil. 3: g 
All this is wholly above our Reach, and 
contrary to all the Intereſts of Satans? :1] 
Kingdom, and fo diſtinguiſheth the Op! 
rations of the Lords Spirit from theſe Be /» 
luſions. | my 
Sign 4. The Influences of the Lord P. 
Spirit teach and endear to the Soul thc 
Spill 


4. 
ve Spirituality of Worſhip. This compre- 
et W hendeth (to glean a few particulars con- 
5, W ccrning it) theſe things following. 1: 
. MW $0: Views by Faith of God ia Chriſt, in 
Glorious Excellency, Majeſty, and 
Mercy, the impreſſion whereof filleth the 
doul, when ſiſted before him. My Soul 
thiriteth for thee . to ſee thy power and thy 
De Oc. Pl. 63. 1, 2. We all with open 
jace beholding as in 4 glaſs the glory of the 
Le, are changed into the fame Image, from 
olory to glory, as by the ſpirit of the Lord, 2 
Cor. 3. 18. 2aly. The outgoings of the 
hole Soul towards him in Faith, Love, 
Delight, and the other Graces of the Spi- 
| it, With my whole heart have I ſought thee, 
P!.119. 10. As the heart panteth after the 
water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee O 
% 6%, Pl. 42. 1, 2. If, 26. 9. 3dh. Reſts. 


% u him as filling the whole Soul, ſup- 
. 5 p.ying all its Wants, ſatisfying all its 
anc Wy eſircs, and being alone the Chriſtians 


ans il tor Time and Eternity. One thing 
ae ſired of the Lord -. that I may 
Den the houſe of the Lord all the days of 
u e, to behold the beauty of the Lord, &c. 


ord! Ml. 27. 3. Whom have I in heaven but thee, 
s the E. 3.25. Ser alſo Eph. 3. 1 9. Mat. 1 1. 28, 29. 
ppi . athiv, 


CI 3 
4thly. By Faith drawing Vertue from 
him, and of his fulneſs receiving Light, 
Life, and ſpiritual Strength for walking 
in his Ways, and reſiſting Temptations. 
And Jeſus immediatiy knowing in himſelf that 
virtue had gone out of him, & Cc. Mark 5. zo. 
Ana of nu fulneſs have we all received, and 
Grace for Grace, Jo. 1, 16. fee Ia. 1 f. 
5 ⁰9. Eating of the hidden Manna, Re. 
15 17. By Faith feeding upon the Lord 
Jeſus (if I may ſo expreſs it) eating his 
Fleſh and drinking his Blood in a ſpiritual 
Sence, The Bread of God is he which cometh 
down from Heaven, and grveth Life unto the 
World, &c. Joh. 6. 33, 34. Now, that 
this is above Nature, and ſubverſive 10 
the ſtrongeſt Foundations of Satan's King- 
dom, cannot but be manifeſt to theſe who 
have Eyes to diſcern. Only I ſhall draw 
a ſew Conſectaries from it. 

1. Ignorance of, and unacquaintednels 
with the Nature of Spiritual Worſhip, 
and that which is by Faith enjoyed there- 
in, hath ſtill given the Riſe, Nouriſhment, 
and Vigour to the execrable Deluſions 0 
Enthuſiaſm, with other Hereſies, hereby 
Shipwrack of Faith and a good Conſci 
ence hath been made, as will appear, il 
We 


4 
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e confider a particular or two in fo 
mary Words. 1. It is Natural to us to 
eck Repoſe, and chiefly when in great 
Diſtreſs, our ſoft Naturcs are exceedin ly 
dene from Trouble, efpecially in k 4 
{ch atecteth the Conſcience, rhe more 
ee and tender part. It is the Voice 
Nature, viz. Who will ſhew us any good, 


* 
- 


„ . 2. True reſt cannot be enjoy'd 
d - 43 unhumbled Soul. It is found in 
8 alone, and in him only in the way 
4 


| Humiliation, and ſaving Faith, and 
"cre it is not attained by theſe whoſe 
02v1ctions iſſue not in that manner, 
mar anto me all ye that labour aud are heavy 


10 Sc. Mat. 11. 28, 29, 30. If their 

Ss Wh ciaſed hearts be humbled, and they ac- 

no Wb: e punijtment of their Iniquity, then 

a eber my Covenant with Jacob, cc. 
cvit. 26. 41. 42. 

els 


}. Hence, convinced but unhumbled 
ly open unto, and are prone to in- 
ne Wi Hells guilded Deluſions, which 
ent, ro truly groſs ) do yet promiſe Reſt, 
us have made Shipw rack, &c. 4h!y. 


eb Nis (-verals of them have given to know, 
* ile they acknowledged that they could 
7 : Satisfaction nor Repoſe in our 


I 2 
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way; For aſſuredly, had they known „ 
way of ie hi ebuſneſs they had not turned fron WM |: 
1. 2 Pet: 2. 21. 22. But upon the e 
Suggeſtion towards that, their AnfwcM 4 
would have been, 1 whom (hall we go wlll 
to thee, for thou haſt the words of ee 
life, Job. 6. 68. They went out from u! 
cauſe they were not of ue, 1 Joh. 2. 19. 

2. From the ſame ſource, vis. Te; 
rance of Spiritual Worſhip, have flow 
Idolatry, Superſtition, and other prof 
Abominations in Worſhip, while Perſon 
Ignorant of its Spirituality have fought! 
danch the outward Senſes and Calm 

ind, by Sumptuous Structures, Harm 
nious Mutick, pompous Appearances,” 
which amongſt Papiſts and others, hat 
wholly defaced the Worſhip of God. 

2. From this Fountain have many fl 
Corruptions, both of Doctrine, Wo: 
Diſcipline, and Government derived th 
Riſe and Strength, and divers bei 
Yokes have been impoſed upon ©! 
ſciences, as Expedients ſuited unto ! 
Carnal Intereſts and Inclinations ol M 
eſpecially ſuch as ſway the Raines 9! ® 
vernment amongſt them: And t 
theſe Accomodations may, and ori! 


U 


1 17 5 
1:12 Power of Selfiſh Reaſonings to | 
{urport them, and in ſome things deeeive | 
th: Lord's Children, as being Cloathed It 
h, and recommended by the ſpecious | 
pearances of Duty and expediency ; 
Yr the chief Source of ſuch Projects is a 
er Ot Averſion irom the Inſtitutions of 4 
1riit, as croſs to our Corruptions, which 
cureth a breaking his Bonds, and caſting 
; Coras from us: And theſe Devices are | 
vo {mall Advantage towards a ſuitable 
Complyance from our innateLove to Eaſe 
1c other lecular Enjoyments, together 
zich our prevalent Fears of Perſecution, 
witch maketh us ingenious to decline it, 
2: contriveth or receiveth the moſt ſpe- 
21015 Yretexts for that effect, Gal, 6. 12: 
Phil, 3J 18. Ph 2+ 3. 
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EXERCISE, XII. 
[ all give the remaining Evidence. 


more ficcinclly. 


Sizn . [ Heſe ſaving Manifeſtatio: 
harmoniouſly agree with 
the Lord's way towards the Cloud « 
Wirnefſes recorded in his Word, Hey. 1 
througout, and 12. 1. & Eh. 4. 3, 475 | 
and with the real xperiences ot *cheSa; 
in all Ages, Who'arc in one way, 3 
guided by the ſame Spirit ; So that there 
15 no difference among them about the 
Fundamentals of Religion, nor jarrin: 
to the Exerciſe rech in its more EU 
tial Parts, tho there will be various 
prehenſions in n ſome 1 more rem 
While we know in part, and Propheſic 
part; Nothing of this is found! in the De 
Juſions ofSatan and of our ownHearts, bu; 


all here is of a Picce, 
S732 6, 


Wt i ts A WU —— — 


7 
. 


7 119 ) 
5% 6, They Decline nor, but are 


0) firmed and increaſed by the molt 
I Trial of the Word, P/. 26. 3. & 139. 

:2, 24. and mmclne the Soul {trong| 
mo to which it ſubjeQeth its (f not 
| on but Delight upon all Oc- 
505 And cheſe Per ons, Ordinances, 
Wri ritings, which are found moſt fearch- 
ing, firhtul and ute ctul this wa are ac- 
cordingly imbraced, Pf. 147. 4. And 
whatfoever Miſtakes may Wo mingled 
wit Divine Manifeſta tions, As Wood \ Hay 
yStrubole built p the Toundateg 77, the 
al 5 ready to acknowledge, and glad 
they are burnt up, how ſocver trying 


Diſpenſation be, 1 Cor. 3. 15, Much 


Holy and cautious fear attendeth the 
| ors Teaching. And hence it is (as to 
the new Natirc) the Native propenſity of 
ic WO are Taught by him to come un- 
Libet, and to ly fil] open to the 
elt Searches and cloſeſt Diſcoveries 
oh are made thereby; tho the exer- 
ed Soul dare not make God a Lyar, b 
c knowledging or deny ing that which 
tn. iord's Spirit had made Evident from 
th Word, Prov. 28. 14. Joh. 3. 19, 20. 


Su 7. 
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Jigu 7. They are accompanyed wit! 
much Warmneſs of Heart towards the{: 
who fear the Lord: And howſoever 
there may be Differences among them,in 
regard of various degrees of Light ; yer 
Jtil! Chriſt's Image is dear to them that 
fear him, as being Partakers of the ſame 
precious Faith, and under the ſame ſweet 
Conduct in their way to Heaven, Thi: 
Agreement ofExperiences produceth ſwee 
Harmony, P/.16. 2, 3. And it's obſerve. 
able, that under the heavieſt Exerciſc, 
they are tender of theſe who fear the Lord, 
& are afraid to offend them, P/. 73. 1 f. it 152 
black Mark to be regardleſs of offending !h 
Generation of the Righteous, Mat. 18. 5, 6. 

Siga 8, They are preſerved, cheriſhed 
and advanced in a way of Conflict, while 
evil Spirits in concurrence with our ow! 
Darknets and fleſhly Luſts, bend all the 
Powers and Policies againſt them, in en. 


deavouring wholly to delete the Impret 


ſions made upon the Soul by the fame, by 
bringing the whole of the Work under 
Queſtion. In this the Diſciple is as hö 
Lord, Mar. 4+ 1,2. Ce. compare Lak, 4. 13 
where it is Tanl, that the Devil departed 
{rom hin- for a Seon, holding forth that 
| Note 


de quite contrary : And there are as 

a Inſtances of chis, as Examples of the 
aints recorded there. W hat other Judg- 

unt chen can we pals of this quietneſs, 


121 
gte Conflicts were yet abiding him. 88 
the way to Heaven runeth through a 
ſe of Battles, and the War is not | 
dated, but with the end of Life, Rom. 13: 
Cor: 9. 26, 27. 2 Tim.' 2. 3, 4, 5. 
4%) 6. 12, 13. Cc. 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8: And 
very remarkable that Euthuſiaſt, diſ- 
er ſufficiently their own Deluſions, by 
Halting of their Freedom from, and be- 
37 raiſed above theſe Wreſtlings. No 
pet nor Apoſtle, nay, nor Chriſt him- 
in his humbled State, did reach ſuch 
© Elevation. The Scripture revealeth | 
ſich State in Time; Yea, teacheth 


br that the /frovwg Mas keeperh the Houſe, 

* therefore all is at reſt, Luk. 11. 21. 
en 9. Saving Manifeſtations ( eſpect- 
ia a dark time) come not ſuddenly 
ir hight, having the ſtream of con- 

TIemptations and Luſts runnin 

u ſtrong Current againſt them, Bok 
2. Col. 3. 5. Gal. 5. 17. 24. And there- 
e Progreſs is carried on by reſiſting 
ere unto Blood, Heb, 12. 4. And hi 
hence 


— > —————— alias — — wy 


And now the chief part of my Deligh 
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hence by various Degrees, and with man 
Ups and Downs, yer ſolidly and fucceC. 
fully. And tho under an extraoriiinery 
Effulion of the Spirit in the Days of. 
Apoſtles ( whoſe [tay in one place 455 
needs ha ve been ordinarly but ſhort, and 
therefore required the greater D ſparc! j 
having the Goſpel to publiſh throughout 
the World ) and proportionably at other 
times, while the Lord was bringing " 
Chu rh out of Bable, under more tha! 
ordinary Out-lettings of his Spirit, th: 
e might have gone on the mate 
quickly; yer ſtill with an Evidence and 
Solidity ſuita ble to its ſingularly pre 7 
rous and ſwift progreſs, Acis 2. 27. & 
30, 31, 32. Cc. Whereas: the facde 
reaching a great height of Spiritual 
and great Conhdence in ir, without any 
apparent Grounds, or bei: ng in caſe 0! 
give any toliera ble Account of the Matter, 
ſmelleth rankly of Deluſion, being a de. 
ccitful _—— Peer upon a ſandy Fou. 
dation. I ſtall add no more, having 
ſcattered ſeverals (upon various Accoui 
and Occafions) throughout theſe Exerciſo 
Which I thought not fit to reſume 


ww 


being 


Th 
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2 
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3tter, 
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ag pointed at, I ſhall conclude the 
ole with a jew Exhortations. 
Uſe 5. Of Exhortation, Then let us be 
Iorted to ſearch the Scriptures in de- 
Pe 1dence upon the Lord, for the Influen- 


:c> of his Spirit, that the mord of Chriſt 


111 Awell in us richly in all wiſaom, Col. 3. 
, Toh. 5. 39. For Motives take theſe 
OO ing. 
/otive 1. The way of Life is pointed 
21! there clearly, P/. 119. 9. 2 Jim. 3. 15, 
6. 2 Pet. 1. 19. ä 
Motive 2. Satan's Devices and the Sub- 
ties of our o n Hearts are there unfold- 
ed, 2 Cor. 2. 11. Heb, 4. 12. 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
Motive ?, It 15 the Sword of the Spirit 
ior r cureing the Knors of Temptations, 
6. 1). The Lord Jeſus made uſe of 
> Sword eftectually againſt Satan, Mat. 
. 1, 2, 3, &c.and ſo do all his Followers 
jagh his Grace. For Directions in a 
rd, take theſe few. 
Daretb,' 1. Accompany the reading or 


hear ng the Word, and follow it forth 


1: Pray er, that the Lord would pen 


Des and give to behold wondrous things out 


his Lam, deeply imprinting the Light 
che 
therein contained, and which he is ples Td, 


{r O07 
f 


* 
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from thence to carry in upon the Heart, 
P/. 119. 18. &c. 143. 10. and 27. 11. Ce. 
Direct. 2. Improve the bleſſed Oppor. 
tunities when the Lord is pleaicd to re. 
move the Vail in ſome Mea ſure, by open 
ing his own Word, and opening the Hear 
| to receive that which is taught there, 
| Cor. 3. 13. 18. Luke 24. 32. Ads 16, 1 
Loſe not, through Grace, ſuch occaſions, 
much may be gained in a ſhort time, 
Direct. 3. Obſerve carefully ſuch Pal. 
ſages, by which the Lord gave Light and 
Relief amidſt the deepeſt Plunges of S0. 
Trouble, by a clear Deciſion of the Cie, 
as ſtated betwixt us and ourSoul-Eneraics 
Direct. 4. Mediite (under Heaven 
Influences) much upon them, and at 
tend upon the Lord by the Prayer of 
| Faith, jor a through riveting them up" 
| the Heart. Let us not forgo that occal: 
"on for the Eſtabliſhment of our Souls, and 
a more effectual Purſuit of our Spiritus 
N Adverfaries, Remember what % 
| ſuffered by deſiſting too early from tht 
Purſuit of the Cananites, Judg. 2. 3. 
The next Branch of Exhortation fi! 
Þc this. : 
E. 


12 | 
E ho ta 2. Let us in the whole of 
-)icitual Conflicts bring things to the 


ouchſtone of the word, J/. 8. 20. as the 
-nly Rule in Dependence upon the Spi- 
it's guiding. 


This I ſhall branch forth 
.n the following Particulars. 

Scek always to intertain high and Ho- 
10urable Thoughts of the Lord, 5 
e the large Diſcoveries of his Goodneſs 
and Mercy through Chriſt, which he 
hath vouchſafed in his Bleſſed Word. 
"emptations to hard Thoughts of him 
are ſtrong, eſpecially when the dark fide 
ot Providence is near, and Enemies urge, 
while yet the bleſſed end and iſſue are out 
of fight, It is the proper Seaſon for Be- 


lieving, when we ſee not; whereas a 
going way to hard Thoughts of the Lord 


2 


midſt afflicting Providences, cutteth the 


Sinews at every profitable endeavour, 


244%. Beware of receiving Satan's Sug- 
geſtions or Injections, as if they were 
He is 4 Lyar and the 


Divine Oracles. 


Father of it, Joh. 8. 44. His Flatteries 


'© Preſumption and Threats to Deſpon- 
dency are both carefully to be avoided, | 


eat: 49. 19. J. 50: 11. E: 77: 8. 


349). 


0 
| 


| 
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ahh. Take not ſome ſweet Breathing: 
for Refreſhment and Encouragemen 
under Exccciles as Iſſues of, the ſame; 

but attend upon the Lord for the more 
Jull,clear and deciſive Significations of his 
revealed Will in whatiocever part it is at- 
tacked by our Enemies, 55 compare 
them (through Grace) with other parts 
of that ſame revealed Will, and the Re- 
cords of Saints in Scripture, who received 
the Word with all readineſs of mind, yet 
ſearched rhe Scriptures daily whether 
thcle things were to, AA. 17. 1 It is 
the ſure way of |} pb, not to halten, 
but humbly and quictly to wait for Con. 
frmation in every ſtep, that under the 
Influences of Grace, we may go on in 
the Evidence of the Word, and the pav'd 
way of the Cloud 01 Witneſſes recorded 
there, Epi. 4. 4. 8. 6. Heb. 12. 1, 2. P. 37. 


37: Va: 50: 10: 11. 


c * 


Thus I have finiſhed the Heads of theſe 
| Exerciſes (being retired ) if this Mint 
|| ſhall ſtir vp others more fitted for ſuch a 
Work to give greater Diſcoveries, I ſhal! 
Rejoice to have this Eſſay obſcured by 
them. In the mean time, tor as much as 
mug it 


© ae_ 22 = 


e 
t contatneth ſolid Truths, tho” 


veakly handled. 1 commit it to 
Great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
pot without ſome Confidence, that 
Hyt oug »N1 His netting, and the: Inftu- 
ces of His Spirn, it may be of 
Lic to the few that heard, and o- 


chers to whole Hands theſe Notes 
m COME, 


* 
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EXERCISE I. 


IL TFAVING 
p proceed to the Second Doctrine 
4 the Words, v8. 

= . The word through which the Lord 
y 2e 75 the Influences of the Spirit, is the 
$14 of the Goſpel in Oppoſition to the Lam, 
1 ind 1 tfoever Perverſions ef Groſpel Doctrines 


ATL. III. 


* „0 


only would ] learn of jou, received je the 


irit by the works of the Law, or by the 
ring of Fauth? 


finiſhed the Firſt, I 


en from the abuſe of the Law, it is called 


TIES - 43% „ 


4 Oſtles. 


n the Fo Hearing of Fuith, as oppoſed 


tothe (Lam) or Works of the Law, 
nich with introduced by the Falte 


F 


Be- 


7 
Ds 


ſters of the Letter , and the other 1% 


2 

Before I enter upon the intended Pur 
pole, would have it conſidered on 
for all, That I take the Goſpel here, | 
in a ſtrict Senſe, as mainly fignily 


the pleaſant Syſteme of Promiſes, * 


more largely, as Denoting the Com pi 
of that Doctrine, which was "Taught þ; 
95 Apoſtles of Chriſt, in Oppeln 
the Deluſions of the falſe Apoſtles, and 
other Seducers of that, and all ſcold 
ing times. Lo clear further this Doctri 
we may take notice of 2 Cor. 3. S. 9. hen 
the Goſpel and the Law being compare! 
che one is called The Minifſtration of Den 
and Condemnation, in Oppoſition to t 
other, which is called The Miniſtraticr 
Ri geo, neſs ana of the ' Spirit, ſeing chat 
thereby Righteouſneſs, 2nd the . ing 
Influences ot the Spirit alone are to be 
tained; And in the 45th verſe, the \ 
niſters of the one are called The Mao 


niſters of the Spirit; Foraſmuchas t 
Bleſſings of the Covenant, conveyed 
the Spirit, are enjoyed in the one, eh 
as the other, as conſidered ſeparate! 
being void ther cof, is but a killing L 
ter, Where we are Taught, thai 
10 


3 


Pu- La is not of Faith, ſeing it neither 
On achak Faith in jeſus Chriſt (which 
„ nei our firſt Parents, before their Fall, 

(yin new not, as not belonging to tlie Cove- 
„ du ent they were under ) nor can that 
mplex Mother Grace, or any other of the 
ht by Graces of the Spirit be thereby attained; 
one Law is deſigned to diſcover our 
„ 200 ants, but cannot ſuppiy them. 

ccce or opening further the Doctrine, 1 
rue propoſe and Anſwer a few Que- 
het tons. 

pate Vet. 1. What are we to under ſtand 
Deuß e word of the Golpel ? | 

to t It is that Word which holderh 
40 the Goſpel in its Purity; without 
ng e ning to Extremes on either hand, 
1a\ { pervert nz or darkening it by con- 
o be Errors. I ſhall (by way of Ia- 
he M - } touch a ſew things, being theſe 
„e My ina ſpecial Manner are cleared 
[ 1 en the Goſpel is. Preached in Putity. 
has ! The Golpel taken complexly, as 
eyed reid, reacheth clearly and through- 


„Weg ans loſt Eſtate, it taketh off all his 
Jarate! Exc: 2910ns and Shifts whatſoever, and 
ing L dh him under Sin, O Generation 
hai M „ hath warned yor to flee from 

149 K 2 the 
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the wrath to come, &c. Math. 3. 7, 8, 9 
That every mouth may be ſtopped, and all thr 
worls. may become guilty before God, Rom, 
3. 19. and throughout the firit thre: 
Chapters. 

2. It demonſtrateth clearly his utter 
Inability to ariſe out of that loſt Eſtate: 
As alto the Eyunit) again ſi God, Which 1: 
the Character of the Carnal Mind, Rom 
8. 7. And evidenceth it ſelf in a ſpecial 
manner, againſt the Sweet Yoke 9 
Chriſt, and the way of Salvation through 
him. For we being ignorant of Gor 
Righteouſneſs (as the Jews of Old) an! 
going about to eſtabliſh our own Righte 
Guſmeſs, we will not ſubmit our {elvs 
unto the Righteouſneſs of God, Rom. 
3. And this Inability appeareth turthe;, 
Foraſmuchas the Power of God, the e. 
ceeding Greatneſs of his Power, and i! 
workings of his Mighty Power, at 
neceſſary tor working of Faith, Eph. 1. 
19. 20. ſee Chap. 2,7. 18 

3. The Goſpel repreſenteth the Equi 
and Glory of the Lord's Proceeding il 
whatſoever be his Diſpoſal concerniiy 
Man, he hath deſtroyed himſelf, and dt 
{erved Pure Wrath by every Sin, much 
Molt 


— — — 2 — 4 —— 


( 


' by all ; and whatſoever can befall, 
0 rong 18 done, ſeing the wages of Sin 


no 


* 5 Death, Rim. 6. 13 i me thou haſt 
n F Foxed thy ſelf, Hol 13.9. Jer. 18. 23, 
ces 5 c. Rom. 9. 14, 15. Cc. 

en This word of the Goſpel diſcover- 
* Let! Chriſt i in his Perſon, Office, Eſtates, 
ich "Wi whatſoever concerneth Myſtery of 
RoW i -rmoption, both im its Purchaſe and 
_ plication, He is the Marrow of the 
ke a, che Subſtance of all that's re- 
out vc: in it, whether Doctrines, Types, 
ood gt 1efes, or Promiles, (fc. 1 Cor. 2. 2. 
748 that we have to know, or wake 
en, is contain'd there. I deter- 
OW act to know any thing among you 
world eeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified. See 

2 Cor. 1. 20. 
n WW + it unfoldeth the DoArine of Faith 


Nature and variousActings, and as 


„ un, zuifhed from many falſe Faiths, 
ph. arc the moſt cffectual Engines X 


alk 


Ay bor deſtroying Souls. Therein, 
= IP uin the Goſpel, I the Righteonj- 
Son * God revealed from Faith to Faith, 


"nd d N Rom. 1. 17. See 2 Pet, 1. ; 
ill It teacheth the Efficacy of Faith, 
ee er of the Lord'sSpirit working this 
A 3 way 


4-03 


way, and carrying on the exerciſed5ou, 


in the Path of Believing throughout tl 
ſeveral ſteps of the iis Road to Glory, 
until Faith be fwellowed up in Eterna! 
Sight and Enjoyment, 1 Cor. 1, 30. Row 
I. 1, 3. 05:25; 

Oueſt: 2. How, and in what Reſpect 
is the Doctrine of the Goſpel oppoſed 0 0 
the Law? 

Ans 1. Negatively, 


1. Not as obſcuring the Doctrine & 
the Law, which, in{tead of being dall 


ned, is thereby ſer in the cleareſt | 
dend of Light. The Law giver bmi 
was ple: ied to Commence his more ſo- 
Iemn Adminiſtration by a large and 
clofe Expoſition of it, wherein he givct! 
its true and through import, eſpecially i 
theſe parts, which were perverted by 1!!! 
falſe Teachers of that and farmer ASE, 
and he rciuſed theie fallc and calumnious 
Glofles, by which the Scribes and Pha. 
riſecs, with a great Multitude addict 
to them, went near to aboliſh it inttre 
ly. This maketh a conſiderable part © 


' 
* 


his Sermon upon the Mount, Aat. 5. “. 


and 7. Chap, And the neceflary . 
yerce of Elect Sinners from the Lay 


1 


cats be 5 - 0 4 4 by a * - 4 x * — 
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(7 
lusband, that they may be Mar- 


0 Chriſt, is wrought by the Spirit 
Lord's unvailing and inforcing 
upon the Conſcience, which ap- 


narerh from Rom. 7. 9, 10. 1 was alive 


the Law once, bur when the Com- 
int came, Sin revivea and I died, &c. 
o, the Believer, according to ir 
"els in his Work and Warfare, 1 
to fee an end of all Perfection, bus or 
rds Commanaments are exceeding 
, Pi: 119: 96. And in the Advance 
11, Chriſtian Courſe, his Heart is (till 
ed more and more to the moſt ex- 
ness of truly Spiritual and Evan 
Obedience; For the Law is not 
void, but eſtabl iſhca by Grace, 
Neither by diminiſhing its Obliga- 
which both as to Mandate and 
Qin, is owned to be full and un- 
d, and nothing impaired, but all 
> intire in its Accompliſhment by the 


11 


Surety, Do we then make void the Law 


2h Faith, &c, Rom. 3. 31. What ſhall 


then? Shall we continue in Sin, that 
* 2a) abound &? Rom. 6. 12. Nei- 
Ci could its Demands have been fatif- 
a by any of, or all the Creatures, the 


Cove- 


3 
Covenant of Works being violatd 
Chriſt is alone the end of the Law for Richie. 
onſneſs, Rom: 10: 4. 

3. Not by covering the pay Al 
ſions of the Law, or "reaching to ht 
low Thoughts of any thing contrar to it 
Whereas on the other hand nothing doch 
more highten Sin, and diſcover its En 
mous Aggrav ations, than the Doi 16 
of the Goipel. When I kept ſilence my u 
waxed ola through my Toa all the a TY ! 

I acknowledged my fin unto the, &c. Pi. 22, 

He th at coveret)) hs hz 5. ill no prot F 
but whoſo conſe eth ana forjaketh them i 11 
have mercy, Prov: 28: 13: See alſo De 
32: 6: Tech: 12: 10: 

4. Not by c:icrvating the uſe of t!: 
Law in Subſerviency to the Goſpel, 
Convincing, wounding and humb!; 
the Sinner: In all which, and other f 
Uſes it is a School-maſter to rad us un 
Chriſt, Gz!: 3: 24: Rom: 3: 10, 

Anſ. Politively, T he Gotpe ' 
poſed to the Law. 1. In Tha & G 
pel plainty and 3 torly tcacheth he 
no legal Performances ot ſinful Creature 
under whatſocver Pretext, can amour 
to the leaſt part of that Righteouſnet, 

where: 


- % + 
w I 
* 
* 


yy 


* 
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ein the Sinner may ſtand before the 


1 bung of the Juſt and Holy God. 
That it driveth wholly out of Self. 


is to Principles, teaching us, that 
er our Natural Faculties, acquired 
oy” nor common Gitts, or Graces 
„ are the main Source or 
ple, from which we muſt Act; bur 


I en rhe Gracious Soul, howſoever 


:ſhed, is to look higher, and to 
BY Faith in Jeſus Chriſt from Mo- 
t to Moment, and mult needs ſlip, 
ar as he leaneth to any Grace, or 
TRE. In my r roſperity T jaid I ſhall 
Le moved, thou did(t hide thy face, and 


"45 troublea, Fc. Pl. 30. 6. 7. Traſt in the 
n all thine heart; and lean not unto 


O73 underſtanding, Prov. 3. Jo See 
7.23. Gal. 2. 20. 24. As to the 
ic who is the Alpha, in the Principle, 
Fl and great Efficient Cauſe, is allo 

levers Owega in deſign. The true 
as maniſeſted in the Goſpel, is that 
: and Ultimat End in which the 
-| teacheth that all our Thoughts, 


tions, and Morions {ſhould Center, 


ve ſwallowed up as the Rivers and 
s in the Great Sea. M hom have I in 


40 
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the heavene but thee, & c. Pf. 73. 25. Wh! 
ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do a i; 
the glory of God, 1 Cor, 1031. And this 
the Golpel not only teacheth, but effect 8 
ateth through Grace; And thus f A nr 
under whatſoever Diſguiſe, is graduz!!y 
drained out. A fight of the Pearl and 
Treaſure procureth an effectual Div 
from cvery other Lord or Lover, 
13:44. If any #48 wih come aſter me 
him deny himſelf and take up his cre: 
follow me Mat. 16. 24.5cc 10.35.Mak 8.3. 4 
3aly. AS to the Motives, the Golp:; bi; 
rcacheth ; Yea, and effectually bringet! re 
the Soul to be Influenced unto, and \ 
Quickened in new Obedience, more by 
the conſcraining Love of Chriſt, thay 
the Threats of rhe Law or ler rours 
* ; Thus the law is not made 

ioghteons man to hem him in, 1 Tim. 1. 
for his Delight is to walk in theſe way: E 
his Obedience being the Reflection “ c 
the Love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in his treat, MI + 
Hams 5.5. he love of Chriſt conſlrainetn «i, MI ©: 
Xc. 2 Cor. 5.14. gthly. As to Means 
Cbriſt is all theſe. Io me to live is CH 
and to dit is gain, Phil. 1.2 1. And the Gol 
pel teacheth to live in continued Appl 

Cation 


11 

£2 ions by Faith unto him, who of God is 
11.40 unto us Wiſaom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti. 
In, and Redemption, 1 Cor. 1.30. Thus 
Self is Wholly caſt out, as to the Lord's 
\; pointment, and hall be by Degrees in 
ct, that he who glorieth, may Gloty 
in the Lord in time and for ever. 
Zueft. 3. Mhy is it that the Spirit is con- 
thibugh this and no other Channel, 
2 not by e Law as oppoſt te to the 


* 23 
7 
* 
* 


Although we need no other Cauſe, 
ne good plcaſure of God, who bat! 
| boy if ſo; yet there are ſomethings 
1 omely in the Diſpenſation, which 
] afford 10 many Reaſons. 
{c4/04 1. The Goſpel exalteth Chriſt. 
whole Scope 3 Marrow ot al! 
rt containerh, is to diſplay the 
0 UCENCY of hi 's Glo y, in the Salvation 
le ect Sinners from the Counſel of 
Face, and 3 teveral Periods of its Re- 


k.4 
- 


„ GR, until} che Execution in the ful- 8 
„es of rime, - as alſo in every ſtep of the 10 
„cation till Glor y Crown the whole, 

i EW? e 3, 15. Ja, 3. 16, bh 
a | 24. Os. 
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Renſt 2. It manifeſteth theSoveraignr 1 


ef Love and Freedom of Mercy, God, 
ly clearing and demonſtrating, that all LyP 
things are contrary in loſt Man : 1nd of 1/7 
no Reaſon for the leaſt Mercy, much 5 ihe 
for any ſaving Fruit of it can be aſſign ned. 4 Ol 


but the free Bounty of him who hath / 
cy on whom he will have Mercy, Rev. 9. 

18. By Grace are ye ſaved, Eph: 2: 58: it 
Math: 1 1: 25, 26. 

Reaſon 3. The Doctrine of the Goſp 
as before explained, battereth down The 
Preſumptuons Pride of Man's Spiri 
a clear diſplaying of his utter Darke 
Impotence and Emnity; Thus 
eth that all we can do is to 5 rka our 
Selves, and that the Honour of this 5 . men 
vation belongeth only and intirely + 
the Lord, and in nothing to us who bs ave 
no part in it. In this manner 40 0 
ing is excludes, and we all e un 
der Sin, vat 3. 27. and verſes 11,12,13: 
Hof. 13. 

Reaſon . The Goſpel in polen i 10 
the Law is appointed as the Mean of £91 
veying of Reſt unto the Soul, Come 
me ali ye that labour and are beet y Haden, 
and I will give you reſ, &c. Math. 1 5 29. 

nete 
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| 4 he cre remaineth © Reſt to the Pople of 
„ Heb:4.8,9,10. Moſes conſidered as 4 

Type -of the Law, brought not the Children 
eee to Canaan, this was left for Joſhua, 


an eminent Type of Jeſus Chriſt in that 
Work 


91 TK. 
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EX ER CISE II. 
UV/e 1. of Information and Trial. 


"His having been promiſed for 
1 clearing the Doctrine, I now pro- 
. ceed to ſomewhat for 1mprove- 
car. I ſhall then for Information and 
Conviction deduce from thence ſome Dit- 
0 veries. 1. Of legal Doctrines. 2. Of 
ch as are of a legal ſtrain. 3. I ſhall 
er ſome Remarks upon the one and the 

Ott ex. 
By egal Doctrines, I underſtand theſe 
WM ich cxalt CorruprN ature under what- 
er pretence, whether directly or in- 
0 fly, more grolly or {ubtilly, they 
„uu be reduced in 4 great part to the 


q. wing Heads. 


— — „ 


5 1330 
1. The making Works any part of ous M wii: 
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Righteouſneſs before God, whether they I (21 
| be the Works of the Regenerated, or MW \\ 01 
1 Unregenerated, whether by attributing M » - 
| any intrinfick Worth to them, or aſcrib. 8 
ing this to the purchaſe of Chriſt. as il M © © 


they were thus dignified by it, contrary 

to the whole deſign and {train of theGol: 

pel, as is cleared by ourDivines at leng th 
Þy the deeds 0 of the law there [ball no jt j Obe 
. 1 in his (iz t. Now the rioh teou! | UNS 
neſs of God, without rhe lum is maaiteſled, | 
Rom: 3. 21. 22. See alſo Gal. 2. 16, and WM 4+ 


5 4. . 

2aly, By ais1gning, as the Fruit tho! 
Chriſt's Death, a New Covenant made 
with all, but upon more caſte Terms, WM ©-nt 
vet {till of Works, which the Elect by | 
good Improvement of the more comin 


Helps do imbrace and perform; Ji 
{ubverting the Goſpel by a Confuſion 
the Two Covenants. To him that wor 
is the reward not reckoned of grace bul 
debt, Rom. 4. J It 6y Grace, then I 15 W 
more Works : © 58 was Grace 25 ud mi! 
Grace, Chap: 11. 6. 

340), By conſidering Faith in tlie mal 
ter of Juſtification, as a Work unde 
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C15 ) 
whatſoever Piſguile, contrary to the de- 
of the Goſpel, which excludeth all 
Works. By grace are ye ſaded through faith, 
works leſt any man ſhould boa(t, Eph. 

„ 9. To him that worketh not, but believ- 
on him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith 


889 - 
— 
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— 
ow 


1 | r01ntea for righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 5. 

1 h. By aſcribing ſomewhat to Na. 
„ain the acting of Faith and new 
0 Hhedience, contrary to what the Scrip- 


ue teacheth of fallen Man's loit Eſtate, 
1 is dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Eph. 21. 
eich unfit for Spiritual Exerciſes as 

he Dead are for Buſineſs of Lite: Yea, 
of MW to renewed, he is utterly unable for any 
4 Ws wichout the Influences of Heaven 


6% daued from Moment to Moment. 
- ze unto her a Vineyard of red wine, J 


[ord ao keep it, 1 will water it every mo- 
344 1. 27. 2, 3. Without me ye can do no- 
i, Jo. 15. 5. ſee alſo 2 Cor. 3. 5. Jer: 
hh, Such Erred here, who do not 
\cerely acknowledge the Emnity of 
| Corrupt Nature, Rohm 8. 7. while they 
upon Perſons well Educated, and o- 


at. ways Moraily Honeſt, and legally 
e ant, as under ſome Dilpolitions to- 
a | ; wards 


towards ſaving Grace, tho' not Regens. 
rated: Whereas we find that the Scribes 
and Pharifees, howſoever abounding in 
| Religious Exerciſes, and of a ſmooth Co. 
|| verſation, Lik. 18. 11. yet were the moſt 
Invective Enemies of the 5 Lela 
Chriſt, and purſued him to the Death, 
While the Publicans and LN xk 4 adly 
received him, Mar: 12. 23, 24. Lak, 9, 
24. 30. Mat: 23. to the end. Lak: 16. 14. 
Hence it was that theDevoutJews 47. 
ed not the law of right! eo 5, while yet th 
Gentiler did, Rom. 9. 31, 32. and to. 
For theſe Moraliſts are the greatel 
Oppoſers of Chriſt in a way of Be. 
lieving, becauſe much rooted in a Law. 
way, not emptied but full of Self. I's 15 
ic and tnc ou in goods, and have weed 
nothing, Rev. 3. 17 Perſons of 3 19 
much out of the way of Conviction, Ml, 
cauſe of the Clokes which they have 
their Sin. 
6thly. Theſe who give ſuch Acco 
of Faith, and eſpecially in the matte 
Juſrification, as to comprehend undes, 
together With.1t. Repentance, Love. 2 
new Obedience, {ill works with a lirth 
Goſpel tair'd or tincture, yet utterly 1 
ve 4g 
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3 

1cr11ng the Goſpel of Chriſt, and afford- 
nz to proud Nature occaſion of Boaſt- 
Ns Contrary to, P/. 115. 1. 2. Not wnto 


Lora, not unto us, but unto thy name 
n for thy mercy, &c. When je {hall 
one all theſe things which are Com- 
„ou, ſay we are unprofitable Servants, ( 

b Ke. Lot T7: 10. fee Rom, 3.27. I" 
7. h, To conclutle, I ſubjoin the i! 
"WM doons of Antinomians, who pretend- 'n 
py : lughly to exalt Chriſt and free Grace, 1 
ec becray ir, being Enemies to his 1 
Lolke, and many ways encourag- 1 
4 -- Sloath and laxneſs of Walk, while | 
8. ne teach a ſtate of mote conſtant Joy, 1 
„ polition to the containual wreftlings 

8 [i Believer, which they deride; an 

Wc: cle Scriptures of the Old and New 
ment are full of chem. See E/. x3. 


; 
* 


\. & 73. & 130. & 140. throughout, 
“: 11. 18. 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 1 Cor: 9. 26, 
5 ec. Such cafie ways, flattering Cor- 
Nature, are aſſuredly Falſe, being 
ry to the ſtrait gate ana narrow way, 
vi: the Scripture teacheth, Mach: 7. 


* - 
$ 4 


or the Second, ir. A legal Strain, 
5 fund in ſuch, who diſclaiming 
. the 


{8 
the forementioned and other ſuch Errors, 
yet ſerve the ſame Deſign, and dar! ken 
the Goſpei on all occaſions ; and th 

roud Nature is not battered down. bo 
e I ſhall / for Example) let 
down theſe rwo particulars of many, tor 
diſcovering this dangerous ſtrain. WI. 
appears, 
1. When Man's loſt Eſtate is not 

fully and fully heid furth, particul 

by diſcovering it from the Sins 0 the 
Day, the more ſpecial and proper Ev, 3 
of Perſons and Places in a clcſe Applic 
tion of Doctrine. This was the way oi 
our Lord Jeſus, and of all the \ rs 
and Apolcles, / Math. 3. throug hont Tja: 58: 
1, 2, 3. #5 2.36, 3 „ N 7.51, 52. New 
ther can it be expected that the Lo! 
will Bleſs a General Strain, while the 
Evils are paſſed ; things more rer e 
and not cloſe to the Circumſtances © 
Times, Places, and Perſons, being only 
inſiſted upon quite contrary to the Jeng 
of Doctrine through out the whole Sci 
ture, which cometh fill cloſe to tl 
proper Concerns of the Time, by the! 


{ 


reaching eftectually Light into the 20! 


— 
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to the great and Fundamental Matters 
one Religion. 8 

The ſtrain is legal, when the Sinner 
griven our of Se{f, being taught the 
t Faith, and guarded againſt by 
x Ks ofall kinds, and on all hands: But 
bare prefled without diſcovering 


Man's Inability of himſelf, even tho“ 


„„, and without teaching the way 
bing ro Chritt by Faith, for per- 
g them, without me ye can do no- 
o. 15. 5. Lord increaſe our faith, 


da- Wii. 17. F. ſee 2 Cor: 3. 5. Jer. 10. 23. 
er want of this the Sinner 15 driven 
ats Wore deeply into himſelt, and fo ſpin- 
Ruine out of his own Bowels. 
de- ch for this. 
Ad e, I offer ſome Conſect artes. 
fats ct. 1. Seing, as appearetirfrom the 
WF: -ntioned & many other places, the 
; 0. WF i che Spirit of theLord,is to abaſe 
Only Spirit of fallen Man;theDarkneſs: 
ent be Dreadful, which is at the Root ok 
co da a contrary way; TheVoice of the 
the under dueImpreſſions of theGiory & 
nee of God, and his own Vilenels is 
U oypolite to this. % i e, forl am 
1 tn rele l an 4 man d uct ea ps, 


1. 4 SC, 


200 
& c. If. 6. 5. {ee alſo Rom. 3. from che 
10. Verſe. | et 
Confect: 2. Foraſmuchas the byaſ of W | 
Man's Spirit towards Self, is ſo ſtrong, 1 
that nothing leſs than Omnipotency can 
{top the Courſe ; yea, even the Eminent. MW 7» 
eſt Saints have been, and are, mc? 
exerciſed with, and prejadged by thu -: * 
Root, which beareth Gall and Worm! ,! 
What Strangers muſt they be to to i 
own Hearts, who Doctrinally flattert], 
proud Nature, and eſpouſe its Quarre! 
Aſſuredly the Law of Sin in the Member, 
and an evil Heart of Unbelief, which: fl 
departeth from the living God, are Matte! 
of continual Exerciſe to every Believe, 
who therefore will be very far from e. 
ſpouſing the Cauſe of proud and corrupt 
Nature, Ram: 7.23, 24. Heb. 3. 12. 
Conſeci: 3. We may underitagd iron 
this, the Lamentable State of the Church; 
when the pure Doctrine of the Gofpc! WM © 
Darkned, and legal Errors prevail ; , |: 
at beſt, in ſtead thereof, the Law is , 
culcated with a little: Evangelical Ci 
Tincture. It was otherways with the, 
when theCandle of theLord ſhined poll | © 
his People: But upon Declinings f |: i: 
yi 


— — —— 


21 

e Lord in all Ages, ſtill have follow- 

ec! -! Corruptions of the Mind and Way 
0! MW /- + he Snuplicity that is in Chriſt, 2 Cor: 
„ What Cauſes of Humiliation have 
an Wl 8 this great Evil, or compound of 
at- And greatly ought we to prize 
ch ſuch, 1 10, through Grace, mint a right 


hs raightneſs in the great Concerns of 
the Goſpel, tho? im perfectly and poſhbly 
rec Dark as to ſeveral Concerns of the 
er me. 

el! onſet; 4. We ſee here one Reaſon, 


rl iy the E le& cannot be Decerved, not 
en any thing in themſelves, but being 
tte 6: ought into a way of believing in the 
rend Jeſus, and taught to live by Faith, 
and to to walk in newneſs of Lite, they 
be preſerved and carried foreward 
55 is Lord in that way; eſpecially 
gg he who prayed for Peter, in a com- 
eon Cauſe, that his faith might not fail, is 
00 the Author aud finiſher of Faith, to each 
us Children, Lak, 22. 31, 32. Heb: 12. 2. 
Mat: 24. 24. 1 Pes: 1. 5. Gal: 2. 29. 
Conſect, 5. Thar it is a bleſſed Diſpen- 
aon to be croſſed 1 in ſeekingReſt by the 
„ and always to find Matters worſe 


* 


zoving that way; Thus the Soul is 
Di- 
3 
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Divorced from Th Dangerous and Sub. 
tile Husband, that it may be eſpouſ 15 
Chrilt, Rom; 7. throughout. La: 54. 5. 

Conſert: 6. That in a way of Sandm 
cation, deep and well grounded K oy. 
ledge of the Truths of Religion oh he 
attained, anch the Believer inabled t: 
cera contrary Errors, how Subtile {6 
trom what he daily learneth and « 
perienceth, Thou through thyConm: and! 
haſt made me wiſer thaw m11ne eu — 
have mort under ſt 1141317 than all my Teac 


Kc. Pf, 119. 98, 99. 
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EXERCISE HE 


01 the FE vt! of el 27 al Pt Act ices, WI . 


in I ihall ſpeak a word to the fol 
Wing Heads, 

T ſhall open them a little in the 
Ganerat 2.5hew the 2 pal Sou! cc 
irom which they flow. 3. Give a toucl 
at corrupt PA ms that f ſow from the 


Sources, D ſeover one r of the 
hu It. 


1 Go now forcward to Diſcover a in irtk 


0 G 


— * 
- Pe 4 . * 9 is N 4 Y | bh a 
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40 
4 MW ulneſs of hem. which alſo may be 
„ed to legal Docrines. 
or the firſt, I underſtand by legal 
Prictices, I. Acting from ſomewhat with- 
m without looking higher) whether 
ee aal Faculties or acquired Abilities ; 
% '-:. or Graces of the Spirit, for even 


vo Wl ice may not be leaned to, and 
* fail if Streſs be laid on them, and 
1 ue aſcend not by Faith to him, who 


| giveth, preſerveth and quickeneth 
g. Tn this Senſe, namely as ſeparate- 
conſidered, they are but an arm of fleſh, 
y cannot ſerve the Lora, for he is a holy 
' Tolh. 24. 19. Not that we are ſufficient 
ſelves to think any thing as of our 
: but our ſufficiency is of Goa, 2 Cor: 
ee Jer: 17. . 
Heling in Self, whether meerly the 
aſing Conſcience's Clamours; or 
as Proſpect more Groſe or Subtile of 


% ig 2a Righteouſneſs to our ſelves, or 
Wit locvcrocther ways it may be, which 
e ioreth in Self, Pſ. 73 25 Iſa: 58. 1, 2, 
can}. . e. 

1 27. taking the Honour in part or in 
cio om oe to ou? ſelves, Bleſſing our own. 
the in Hand whatfocver way, or 12 
uſt: | SUB» 


— 
2 Nr 


1 * „» — 
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towards Sin, Ram: 7. 7. 12. 14. and 


$5 

Subtile however, this may be brought 
to pais. They ſacrifice unto their net, ad 
bur inſence unto their grag, Hab. 1. 15. 

For the Second, The Source of these | 
Evils is more eſpe cially two told. WA 

1. They flow from great Ignorance, 
and that of {ix Things, 1. Of The Lau 
it felt, which 1s Spiritual, and condemu- 
ech the leaſt Motions and Inclination; 


requireth Conformity of the whole Ma 
in all his Faculties, Thoughts, Wor 
and Actions, unto the whole theres! « 
all its Parts, as alſo the outmoſt Degree: 
of Perfection and Perſeverance thercin, 
to the end, Ca is every one that contin: 
eth not in alt things, which are written in t 
hook 005 2 {ig Faw 10 a, them, Gal. 3. 10. Sce 
alſo Deut. 27. 26. Mat. 22. 37. 24h. 01 
our own Hearts, which are a Myiteri- 
ous Deepth of Deccits, and deſperate 
Warickednels,ticBotrom whereot is on. 
reached by an All- ſccing Eye, Je: 
34. Ol. many hidden Aggravations ol 
our Sins, which tho? a Carnal Eye ſectb 

not, yet do plies fill and Aid 
the XI. nd, wh. en the Ryes of te Under: 
Rand, Ng Are in {forme meaſure opend. 


7754 
wo 
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1 
things we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. And 
thc Radiant Beams of the Sun of Righte- 
„ess thinning into the Soul, make 
r Diſcoveries of that which before 
was not thought upon, MWhatſoever doth 
WW - manifeſt is light, Eph. 5. 12, 13. 46590. 
„Joche utter Inability and Emnity of 
pr Nature againſt the ways ofGod. 
ot [erve the Lore, for he is a holyGod, 
24. 19. The carnal mind is emmity a- 
Gba, Rom: 8. 7. ſee allo Eph. 2. 1. 
Off the Loathſomneſs of all our | 


i{ -hreouſneſſes, as being poiſoned by 
2X5 "cnom of Corruption ſtill flowing 
in, mM ics Fountain in the Heart, as a li- | 
„ but deadly Spring. We are all as an | 
„ ct thing, and all our richteonſneſſes are i1 
See % rags, Iſa. 64. 6. All theſe I do 
0! M7 bot dang, that I may win Chriſt, Phil. 41 
er , 5. 6/h!z. And chiefly the want of { 
at Wil nination of the Mind in the Know- 


· 


of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 6. For when⸗ 
„% er ſome thing of the Excellency of 


Knowledge is taſted by the Soul, u- 
tb © ſaving diſcovery, theſe things 


ui ſome time bulked in the Eye, are 
pr mcdiatcly accounted what they truly 
are 


( 26 
are but Loſs and Dung, and the Fxerc!/. > 
ed Perſon is happily brought to a jo 7 
parting, Math. 13. 44, 4. hilt 3. , 8. I | 


5 


this holds in a Proportion to their e. 
valence, even after the Reign is chi 
by a gracious and faving Change. 80 
2. Another principal Source of the 
Evils, is the total want of,or much Wes ng 
neſs as to true Humiliation before God 4 
and hence proceedeth. 1. The inter tas 
ing a Preſumption of ſome Strengt! 
and Sufficiency, the Perſon not ons 
brought to ice that in him dwelleth : 10 
good "thing. and therefore notDiſpairin 
in a Holy Manner , of himſelf, and all . 
Creation beſides, as being per . 00 
that nothing towards his Delivery can 
flow from thence : Foraſmuchas, the De. 
ſtroying of our Selves, is the true e. 
count of all that we can reach, Hof: 1} 
. By reaſon of the Defect of this, 
Perſon raketh ſuch Courſes as the Prod 
gal, who ſought many a poor Shift bs 
34 he would entertain the Jeaſt Mot. as 
of returning and humbling himſelf Þ 
fore his Father, Lak. 15. 16. 24h. Bron, 
the fame Source, vi. Unhumbledneh, & 


faid is, proceedeth much want of Que. 
nel 


- + 2 ——_ a. 
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icfs of Mind, . the hand of God. 
ing his Indignation until he ariſe and 
4 their cauſe, Mic. 7. 9. Accepting 
© Puniſhment of Iviquity | in a due Ac- 


i MW nowlec gment that none can be InfliQ- 
«|, which is not more then throughly 
0 et crved on our part, and would be 


£  reoully laid on by the Lord, Lrvzt. 
l, 5.40, Hence, in ſtead of being Dumb 
wth Silence, and putting the Mouth in the 
ti Duſt, lam. 3. 28. Luk; 15. 18, 19. ry 

þ . Proud Nature ſpurneth a and! 
de allo, as in the Fire vainly pur: 

many a ſelfiſh Courſe. 

in the Third place, we may take 
"ice of the Streams, which flow from 

the e Sources, T ſhall inſiſt in a few. 
eam 1, Swarms of Reſolutions, 
| \ ws, and Promiſes, and often times 
| Pcrional Covenantings in a Selfiſh way, 
lowing from the ſecret Thoughts of 
2 Suffictency in our ſelves from want 
| tte Humiliation, Al that the Lord 
C04 bal ſpeak unto thee we ſhall hear it, 
4% 7t,Deut.5.27, ſee Joſh.24. ſrom 14. 
Streams 2. Great Forewardneſs and 
an Undertaking in the Lord's Mat- 
the Perſon not knowing his own 
N 
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| 28 | | 
Wickedneſs and utter want of Streno;!;, 


but imagining there is ſome Stock With. Lt 
in, and therefore living upon it, and 1 
Acting from it; whereas, if he w:-- in 
truly Humbled, he would fee that the " 
way of Man is not in himſelf, and that nd 
it is not in Man that walketh to direct th 


his Steps, and therefore would, in the 
Lord*>Strengrh,go inſtantly out of Self in 
a way of Believing, Jer. 10. 23,Lak. 17.4, of 
Stream 3. Much Inequality of Co, 
verſation, the Perſon being ſometimes 01 
excecdingly Fervent under ſome E mines. 
Judgment, Mercy, or what ever d 
may ſill the Sails; At other times as cod 
and indifferent, ſometimes exceeding! 
liſted up, at other times as much De 
jected and caſt down, without tlurW 
Steadineſs, which is the Fruit of a G-MI << 
pel Frame, Then believed they his word l 
They ſoon forgot his works, Pf, 106. 12, 
13. fee Exod. 14. 31. and 15. 1. | 
Stream g. A ſervil way in performing 


Religious Duties, more by Fear and t" 

Preſlure of Conſcience, than with Sweet N. 
neſs and Tang he God hath Not given WS : 
ſpirit of j cer, but of power of love, and | 10 
8 


found mind, 2 Tim: 1. 7. fee Rom: 8.1 
Gal: 4. 24. renn 


29 
ream 5. Much fad Mixture of Fret- 
m tings with,Sorrow for Sin, whereby its 
I © odlynels and ſwect Fruits are exceed- 
ingly marred : Some gracious Perſons 

nt not a great Tincture of this; yea, 
none are free of it, tho it reign not in 


ee who are under Grace, Job and Je- 
he aß curſed the day of their Birth, Job 
in | = Jer. 20.14, 15. Pf: 37. 1. 2, 3. more 
4, this will fall in afterwards; Tonly 
n- W {bjoin, that remains of theſe may be 
es add in gracious Perſons by reaſon of 
WW 61d Narures Byaſs towards the Old 
WW © ovenant, tho” yet the Believer be zot 
oid under - ths Law, but ander Grace, Rom: 
35 ABC. | 

De. Now I come to the laſt, which is the 
„ vttulnels of legal Doctrines and Practi- 


ces, concerning which, take theſe Fol- 
nnn inſtances of many. 
125 Danger 1. They ſtrengthen the chief 
| 24 moſt deſtructive part of Man's Em- 
100M ty, v7. His Propenſity to oppoſe the 
de ö ord in a way of Believing, while proud 
| ture is Flaitered and rhe Perion Root- 
na way ofacting from and jor Self. 
Lor the 2 1 0 of profeſſing People) 
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56% i norant of Groa”s ti; '» hteoujueſs, and 


0 
going about to eftabliſh- their own IA 
neſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto th; 
righteouſneſs of God, Rom: 10.7. Tor wi! 
not come unto me, that ye might have lije, 
Jo. 5. 40. 

Danger 2. They Arreſt weemnhed Man 
under the Dominion of evil Spirits, anch 
bind him with Chains ſo much the 
ae that they are Secret, Unch 
ſerved, and covered with fair and ſpecl- 


_ ous Appearances. Hence, Convictions 


are warded off, becauſe the Perſon hath 
a great deal to plead for himſelf. The 


fate of Matters ſeems to be the fame. 


with meer Legaliſts, and Gracious Pes 
ſons, as to that which appeareth to the 
Eye; And therefore they may continue 
not only hid from others, who fear the 
Lord, but alſo from chemſelves, while 
like the fooliſh Virgins, they accompany 
the W:ſe to every External Performance 
And it addeth not a little to the ttreogt! 
of theſe Chains, that they have great Ad 
vantages from the ſtrong Current of Na- 
ture, which runneth full that way. 
Danger 3. They bind under the heat 
eſt Damps of Soul Trouble aftervyards, 
vvhen the ſeſtred Wound is ripped up a. 
gain 


p —— 4 


* 
of * 
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ay, ; 
1.11, They have healed the hurt of the 
f ehter of my people ſlightly, &c. Jer: 8. 
N and ſearched it muſt be to the Bot- 
n, othervvays the Perſon is utterly 


na falſe Foundation. 

[Danger 4. The ſtrength of Luſt is no- 
days broken by the outmoſt hight of le- 
Keformation, and if ſomewhat re- 
tt ned, as Waters kept up, they either 
„ dow all their Banks, or find ſome 
et Vent, and the more hid the more 
I gerous; For the Law harch not the 
P-1(es of the Spirit, and Sin retaineth its 
mon over all that are under it, Rom: 


0-4 togver fair the Appearances be, the 
; Containeth in its Eſtate of Emnity, 


F 
» — hos 


j under Satan's Power, the grand De- 
5 : of the Goſpel is oppoſed, and Self is 
e, pen che place of the Lard Jeſus, which, 
+ mercituily prevented, muſt iſſue 
d. nevitable Ruine, Eph. 2.7. 8. 


irrecoverably undone, as continuing 


5 1 2 Cor. 3. 6, 7. Gal: 4» 25. 28. Thus, 
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EXERCISE IV. 
Uſe of TI ral, 


E may in the next place i improve 
this for Trial, and ſearch into 
this Great Concern, viz, We. 

ther we be under the Law, or uncle! 

Grace, as a Matter of ſuch Weight, t! that 

our Happineſs and Miſery, in Time and 

Eternity dependeth on it; For this End 

et us Advert unto the Similitude of Mar 

riage which the Apoſtle uſeth, Rom.“ 


1. 23. 4. where amongſt other things, | 


we are taught the abſolute neceſſit « 
being Divorced from the Lam as o jrd 
Husbana, that we may be eſpouſed to Chi), 
I ſhall therefore as the Lord in. 
ableth, compare and oppoſe to one 
another theſe who are AMarried to hi 
Law, and ſuch as arc eſpouſea ro Chil, 1 

keeping {till the Similitude of Marti 
that the Trial may be the more fair 
full, the one giving Light unto the 

ther. And this Thall ferve for the vel 
Mark, REL 


7 (7 
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Mark x, Tuch F. Bag there is 4 
0 s of Union, the neareſt that can 
hu place among Mankind, in a Natu- 
„ way : So theſe who are Married toy 
ho 1 aw, have bound themſelves to it as? 
i iusband, and know no other way 
ting than that which is meerly Le- 
% ſuited to the Covenant of Works, 


ne abuſe that Covenant. In this 
ebe firft Husband is not Dead, and 
„„ o no other way, but that of our 
9 cation to him in all our Concerns, 
1 | - * * > 6 

Þ ; oppoſition to this, theſe who are 
a0 M-:icd to Chriſt, are nearly United to, 
ar y Faith apply unto him in all their 
„Ew, as their Husband, living and 
8 | 


in 4 way of Believing. The life 
on live in the fleſh, I live by the 
4 » of the ſom of God, Gal. 2. 20. ſee 
WV: 17. 5.1 &c. | | 
2. There is in Marriage Tender 
Dove, the greateſt that can have 
Nature; So theſe whoare Mar- 
the Law are much endeared to a 
. Hente, ſo many Doctrinal 
have been broached and abetted 
"  \ges, lor maintaiging and defend- 
| V l ng 


acting from, and for Self, under a ore: 


2 

ing the Intereſts of Proud Nature, ao 
ſo endeared to the Soul, is that wav iſ 
variety of Difguiſes, that the ſtronre! 
Donvictions before a humbling Work, d 
*nuch more ſtrengthen than abate it, 
while theSoul under its hea vieſt Preſſuce 
rather turneth more ſtrongly inward 
than is driven ont of Self, of which | 
knoweth nothing until the Eyes be oper 
ed in a ſaving way. Have patience ni 
we { faith the Man in the Parable ) ar 
7 will pay thee all, Math. 18. 26. Thi 
Byaſs is ſuitable to corrupt Nature, 
exalting it ſelf, | 
In Oppoſition to which, theſe who 
Married to the Lord Jeſus, find then 
ſelves much pained, when the Byals 
their Corrupt Hearts inclineth them. 
this ſelfiſh way; And upon the contra 
on all Occaſions, they preſs in rhe [ord 
ſtrength, to go out of Self in a way 
Believing, and it is their Delight to 
a begging Life, lying at the Lord's Fe 
fool, and waiting upon him tor ess 
Crumb, rejoicing to be Bankrupts 'ſ 
ving nothing, but obliged tor «© 
thing, and waking for it from Sover:! 

| 
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1 


2 
* 


* 


| OEM ns: 
and free Mercv through Chriſt; yet | 
out terniig the (i rate of our Lord Je- | 
us Chriſt into Lauvionſneſs, Ihe ſteps of 4 | | 


or 9 : 4 7 

mae 004 Man ave ordtrea by the Lora, t. Pt: 
Ee. 2 3+ fee Jer: 10. 23. 2 Cor 3. 5. Jud; 
10 , 8 


Ferie 35 


te it . ; | 

Tl . In Marriage there is a Mu- 
4 - FIR . X 

ne Comiorting one another, tho' the 


e World ſhould forſake them, they 
leave to one another; So theſe 


« 4 4 
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* are Married to the Law, when fore 
WW. AS it by durward Judgments, ſharp 
"Th ictions, aweakenings of Conſcience, 
ire. MW other way wharloever, ſerk Re- 


and Solace from che Law by ſome 
b .:1caded good in Heart or Lite perform- 


pho n R l . 
then or purpoſec: As alſo by Ex- 
ak sand Extenuations of Guilt, and if 


ung, nor all of theſe will ſerve the 
a, they will patch up what eis want— 

22 ich Chrilt, anda Faith of their own 4 
ding, of which attetwards. Tiak: 1 
''2 {ay we have Abraham to oar father, 


3 9. We be Abrahawsſcea, c. Jo. 8. 1 


hem! 
Yntran 
= Lt 
Way 
- to IN 
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5 1 chan | 
or call © ©< Rom: 9. 31, 32, 33- 5 J 
upts . ary to this, theſe that are Married | 


C5 under all their Temptariors, Tri- 
, Convictions from the Word and | 
M 2 Spitit | 


or c 
Over: 
2 
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36 
Spirit, and Challenges of Conſcience, 


do humbly take with Guilt, and flee to Wl jr 
God in Chriſt tor Pardon and Healing, 
being Selt condemned, not daring to Ex. 
tenuate their Sin, farleſs to Juſtify them. 
ſelves, Pf. 120. 1. & 130. throughout, Nc 
and 143. 1, 2, 3. &c. They have nothing 

in themſelves to Center upon, even tho 
renewed in the Spirit of their Minds, but .. 
all their Springs are in him who is the π Mi 

their Righteouſneſs, Pſ. 87. 7. Jer. 2.6. 

Neither can they fit down at reſt till they Me 
find Vertue for healing from the Lord 
Jeſus under all their Preſſures. 

Mark 4, According to the Marriage, 
lo are the Fruits; Theſe that are Mar. 
ried to the Law turn inward, and wi! 
they reach is derived thence ; wheres 
the other have recourſe to God in Ch 
by Faith, and what they attain is reach. 
ed in that way, 2 Cor: 3. 5. Jo. 15. . 

Mark 5. Such as have been Marr? 
the Law, and aiterwards come to be fc 
ſpouſed to the Lord Jeſus, find conſiderate Win 
Difficulty in being Divorced from t 
Law in order to theſe Eſpouſals. Parr? 
ing is not eaſie in a Married eſtate, a 


the Difficulty is here much greater ,, 
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„ 
in being bwught 10 leave the Purſuit of 
der Luſts; we have a particular Ac- 
count of the whole of this, Rom. 7. 
1! Uughout, From whence we may con- 
clude. 


5/47 1, That ſuch continue Married to 
w, who have never bund the necei- 
a a ſupernatural Work to Divorce 
. 6. from it: For ſuch as are Divorc- 
they e to their eſtate, being Married to 
Lade , find the neceſſity of being fill 

turrher delivered in all their aſter Exer- 
lage, til Glory Crown the Work. 


2. Theſe are under the Law, who 
rc Strangers to true and faving Faith, 
und any thing they reach, which is like 


ritt 

cache it, is but an adulterated Work of 

5. w, Which may be thus branched 

n Ic is thus with ſuch who have 

be b bpbeen truly exerciſed before God, 

rave" the Senſe of their utter Aver- 
te om the only way of Salvation by 
Pag in Jefus Chriſt, Jo. 5. 40. Rom 
ag |. which Enmity is expreſſed by a 


Propenſity to a contrary way of 
Outing, by acting from and for Self; 
M 3 and 
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| 8 +4 
and theſe who "RE never found the n. 
ceſſity of a mighty Work of Grace, 0 
bringing off from the one wa y, Which i; 
utterly Subverſive to the Goſpel, an; 
inclining to the other, which 15 both 
bove N ture, and contrary to the ſtrong. 
elt Propenlity of proud Natures, are ce 
tainly under the power of theſe Evil, 
and of that wrong Byais which hath t 
ver yet been removed by the mig! 
Power of God, Tj-ael which follows 
atcer the Law of Rightec uſneſs, hath nc 
attained to the Law of Righteouſnch. 
becauſe they fought it not by Faith, 
as it were by che Works of the Lav 
Fc, Rom, 11. 31, 52. Herefore a 
ſyend your Money for that which is not bread) 
And your labour for that which jatis/\i 
not, Ke. If: 55. 2. ſee Pf 110. 3. 
241. Their Faith is an Aduiterated 
of the Law, whoſe Hearts have nei 
Een ploughed by a convincing, would 
ing, and humbling Work of the Spich 
in order to their fleeing to God in Ch 
by ſaying Faith: Not that this 1 20 
|. price for appealing Juſtice, but it is 
1 Lord's way ot working to plough " 
. allow ground, aud not to faiv among rol 


tue Lord prepareth theſe whom he mak- 
etli his Husbandry, 1 Cor 3. 9. before he 
ciſt in the Etet fal Seed, Jer: 4. 3- Luk. 3. 
"i 4, 5- Hoſe 13.9. 34h, Who have 

( tho' made willing) truly found 
h eceir utter Inability to believe as real, as 
Wl io fulfil the whale Law, The Power of 


- God, yea the exceeding greatneſs of his power, 
"oi vorkings of his mighty power, even that 


b be aer which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, is 


12-1; [ur th in them that believe: All this is 
we or ry, for what can be expected trom 
ch theſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins ? 
os zach if vigorous in any thing, keen in 
e Enmity againſt Goa, and averſion Fleury 
1 5 the Toke of Chriſt, Let us break their hands 


ander, and caſt away their cords from ue, 
Pl. 2. 3 8. 7. Eph: d 
l. 2. < v4 Rom. , To Ev I; I. 1957 20. an 


1". >. 4thly, Whoſe Faith is not the 
Wd [uit of a ſpecia Work of the Spirit, but 
14 being hammered by themſelves out of 


7 * eng Faith, it was not Born in the Houſe, 
| Chil hall not inherit the Bleſſing. Such 
"WW cicGlory of the Spirit's Work working 
EK 1 aith, that he deſigneth himſelf Hy it, 
„„ picacerh it among his Titles. We 
e ſame ſpirit of fi, Rc. a Cor: 4. 


13a 


heir own Forge, is but Wild and Ba- 


95 
| 
[ 
l 
: 
: 
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13. Pſ. 116 10: 5ihfy. Whoſe Paith i; 
exerciſed upon an unknown Chriſt, their 
Minds having never been inlightned in 
the Knowledge of him by a ſpecial Work 
for otherways aſſuredly vve knovv lum 
not, our litteral and traditional Knovr: 
ledge is but Darkneſs. I hawe manije/1ed 
thy name anto the men which thou gaveſt ni 
ont of the world, jo, 17. 6. God who con. 
mandeth light to ſhine out of aarkmejs, hal 
ſhined in our hearts, 2 Cor: 4. 6. fee [0 
14. 22. Gthly, Their Faith is utterly 
yvrong vvhich is not accompanyed vvit) 
a kindly Divorce. 1. From other Lords. 
former Luſtts. Other Lords and Low: 
beſides thee have has dominiou over us ; but 
vy thee only will we make mt ie, of thy name, 
Wa, 26. 13. 2. All Creatures and Dutic 
as £04 Centering and eſting is them, 
Math: 13. 44. Phil. 3. 7, 8. and that ww 
Joy, for othervvays it is no real parti? 
vvhile the Heart cleaveth to them. 8 
much for this Sign, 

Sigz 3. The Marriage to the Lav! 
and to Chriſt, may be knovvn by thi 
dWtcrent Stamp of the Spirit, in the one 
andthe other. 1. Tlieſe are under thel.av), 
vyho ere chiefly influenced to Duty 9 

X Feat 
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ha; 1ants of 


110. Do ye thus requite- the Lard, 


always cover ſome reigning Luſts; 


0 — — — 4 


. | 

fen; whereas they who are Married to 
Cl "rift are more engaged and quicken- 
& b his Love, and the ſweetneſs of his 
oke, than if Hell were opened before 
them. The love of God conftraineth us, &c. 
2 Cor: 5. 14. Rom: 8. 15. 2 Tim: 1. 7. 
Ihe Sorrows of the one flow chief- 
rom their having wounded an in- 
formed Conſcience, and from their fear 
of Wrath, whereas their looking to the 
5 d leſus, and the Shame for offending 
1, doth beyond all things melt the o- 
ther into dec and kindly Sorrows, { will 
wer upon the houſe of David, ang upon the 
Teruſalem the jpirit of grace 
1nd ſupplic atiaus, and they ſhall look upon 
me whom they have pierced, and they ſpall 
rn for him as one moarneth for his only 


and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one 


5 75 butter neſs for his firſt born, Zach: 12. 
O fooliſh 
aud wuniſe * Deut. 32: 6. Neither 
er their Declinings can they reach 
Reſentments, but by renewed 
aof Chriſt in a way ot Believing. 
1/42 4. TheFigg-Leaves of theLaw, do 
but 
+ of theſe bear Rule over ſuch who 
arc 
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(52: © WP, 
are untſet Grace, I eſlrem all thy Prec. 
concerning all things to be right, and I hat 
every faiſe way, Pf, 119. 125. ſee Rom. . 
14. Pſ. 66. 18. 
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EXERCISE V. 


I Shall offer now ſome Diſcoveries of 


the Remainders of the Law in theſe 
who are in a ſtate of Grace: AM 
Subject which (for what I know) 5M : 
leidom Treated, Foraſmuchas the jew MW 
who have written upon theſe Head: 
have chiefly inſiſted upon the reigning 
Power rhereof, | 
[ hope it will not be needful again to 
declare, that it's far from my Defign, ut 
the leaſt to weaken the obliging force ot 
the Law to the higheſt pitch of Fer- 
fection in Obedience; Let as nat be 4. 
ceided, God will not be mocked, for whatic- WM * 
ever man ſoweth that (hall he alſo reap ; The * 
Harveſt, beyond time, will aſſuredly an 
{wer the Seed and growth in it. 
only conſider it as oppoſed to Grace 
| oe 3 


_— — 
. a 


a. , 
: 6.14. And in fo far as Corrupt 


N {ature bendeth inward in Oppoſition to 
che continued going out of Self in a way 
-t Believing, and in whatſoever way 
\ bers ein it may be 1buſed,when not uſed 
V UN an intire Subſerviency to the Goſ- 
pel Cavenaut, In theſe Reſpects, the 
'n1owingRemainders of a legalPrinciple 
n Believers may be confidered, 

1. It is no {mall Remainder of. the 
Jane to found our Confidence in Ap- 
proaches to the Throne ef Grace, upon 
any Spiritual Diſpolitions or Motions of 
the Soul / Lora, by thy favour tho maiaſt 
„ rant aln to ſtand long, &c. P/ 30.7, 

Theſe are indeed commendable in 
weir own A en and to be thankfully 
knen ledged as Fruits of the Spirit, and 

6 lirewite ſo pere mptorly required by 

e Lord, that it were deteſtable Pro- 

ban TY to def ſpiſe them, Let us hade grace 
hereby we n/a) ſerve Ga acceptably with 
"£VETCHCE and goaly fear, Heb, 12, 28. {oe 
Pl . 11. Notwithlta ading there is a vaſt 
ai betwixt that wich, is neceſſar- 
'y requifit in Divine Worſhip, and that 
pon which humble Confidence and 
Boldaefs in accels to the Throne gf Grace 


dath 
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| | (.44 9. | 

doth reſt as upon its Foundation. Though 
the Exerciſed Chriftian were razſed as i, 
the third Heaven, in reſpect of the Hoi 
neſs of his Difpofition ; yet when he an. 
peareth aright before rhe Lord, nothing 
of that may come under Conſideration 
to lay the leaſt ſtreſs thereupon, but on 
the contrary, the impreſſion of the Vile. 
neſs of al his Righteouſneſs ſhould be, and 


alſo is molt lively at ſuch times, I/: 64, 


6. Phil. 3. 8, 9. 2 Cor: 12. 9, 10, 11. and 


the Soul muſt ſettle upon the alone Foun: 
dation Jeſus Chriſt Eying by Faith tis 


Obedience, Sufferings and Intercefſicns 


with the Father, 1 Cor; 3. 11. Rom: 8. 
34. Heb: 7. 25. And howſcever Empt) 
and Vile,the Perſon be, as a braiſed reed, 
wholly uſeleſs, and a ſmockrng flax weik 
(as the low Datch will render it) wich. 
out Light, and of a noiſome ſavour, ha- 
ving nothing in reality, nor in the Eye, 
which he may call his own, but what he 
accounts at beſt Loſs and Dang; yet he 


may draw Encouragement from the 


Mercat opened up to theſe who have 
neither Mane) nor Price Iſa: 42. 3. Chap 


55: 25 3. There is ſtill acceſs to the Pub- 


lican td Pray, Lord be merciful to me 


Sinner 
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od / 
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$::ney : And A the Frame be, 
gh dur Encouragement muſt be Drawa 
% em the Lord jeſus, and upon this Foun- 
in alone we mult wholly Build, 
ip. W i erways we ſtray from the ſweet and 
ung Neige Path of Believing, by Adulte- 
tion s Looks and Advances towards the 
aw, our firſt Husband, conſidered as in 
ile. Oppoſition to Chriſt and the Goſpel. 
2aly, It is a 1 in Oppoſition to a 
gieving way, when the Perſon being 
(0:0 Tempted turneth inward, that by 
| 11: Toffings in a way of Reaſoning, he 
my unfold the Deceits, and break the 


1005 WW ength of the Enemy; Whereas, in a 
„ap of Believing, the Soul entertaineth 
apt) Wn FExpetation from its felt, or all the 
reed, WC: oatures beſides, but under the Influ- 
were Wl ences of the Spirit, hath its recourſe 
vith. Aly to God in Chriſt, under the 

ha- WW 5c11fe of Vileneſs and utter Inſufficiency, 
Eye, J 35. 5. 2 Cor: 3. 5. & Chap. 10. 4. Cc. 
c he ways the Temptation is not broken, 
et he becomethStronger under this Unſuit- 


the Ne way of Oppoſirion, wholly contrary 
have Wii the Deſign of the Goſpel, Neither 
-bap Hall a kindly Iſſue be reached till the 
bub: iſed Chriſtian be brought off theſe 
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46 
By. paths, to the Erercife of ſaving Fa th 
that ſo, by the Spirit, The deeds of thy 
body may be mort ed, Rom. 8. 13. 
2, It is alſo a ſad remainder of Unbe. 


lief, and an Abuſe of the Law, to bs 


Tolſed hither and thither by Appearance 
according as they are Payourable or Ad. 
verſc,lome times Hoping, at other tines 
Fearing, and like to give it up, as fe ont 
ary we ſhould fall by the hands of Saul: 
all this according as our Realonings U 
pon probable Grounds, ſeem to be d 
more or lets force; ; Whereas, upon che 
contrary Faith,acc ording to it's Mea fire, 
raiſeth the Soul above theſe perplexiny 
Thoughts and Toſhings, toraſmuchas this 
precious Faith knoweth no other Foun 
dation, but the Word of the Lord! 
Build upon, from whence alone Cos 
cluſions are drawn, and the Sou! | 


| brou ghr to 4 Point, whether rh! ng 


or are not, and what judgment We ard 
to pa's concerning them, and whe! 

they ſhall befal or not, howfocver CO 
trary the ftrain of Appearances ma) ©: 
Shall a Child be . to him that 
Hundred Tears Old? Gen. 17. 17. Ws 
the Flocks and the Herds be (15: | 
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uit Wl i to ſaffice * %c, Numb. 11. 
„e. foe Lak. 24. 21. How lovely were it 

rurcly to believe, and to know no other 
n\- ¶ bertom than thus ſaith the Lord. Thus 
bo the Soul ſhonld Converſe much in the 
"ces, s Auary, and kuow the Secrets of the 
Lord. 


mes The intertaining Impreſſions of the 
om acc after ſaving Manifeſtations as if he 
An ue a hard Maſter, doth likewiſe 
ing from this Bitter Root, as if he 
0 WM wo hath declared himſelf ro be The Lord 
1 00 i 3:1 if uk and gracious, & c. Exod; 34. 6, 7: 
172, woiild yet enter into Judgment with the 
ex WS: er after Intimations, Manifeſtations, 
5 115 manifold Sealings of Pardon, which 
oma fioneth much ſtraitning of Heart in 
rd UF wvoaches to the Thron of Grace, as if 
Com Lord would yet again remember Sin 
Way of Juſtice; and rake the poor 
ao at an Advantage; Whereas he hath 
© 4 {iclared, that tho? they, vis. Sins, were 
pet . -rimjon,they ſhall be made white as ſnom, 
"WF 1107 believing Applications to him, 1/a, 
1\ "MF :.'3. And cho? the Scriptures be full 
. arge Declarations of his Merc 
Ih 


| 1 0ugh Chrift, in this Reſpect, as ro 
others, the #/olring gut e, ſins, 45 a 
thick 
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3 4s 
thick cloudzcafling them behind his back, int 
buryim them in the deepth ſea, &c. do g. 
houndantly teſtifie; yet it is no ſmall 
Matter in the throng of Temptations, e- 
ſpecially vvhile under heavy Affliction; 
firmly to believe this. From this ſans 
Root of Unvelzef do flovv our Jealouiie 
and Diſcouragements, as if that cod 
not proſper, vvherein vve have finlully : 
failed in the Managment. We ought in -; 
deed to be deeply humbled before tl: -. 
Lord, for our many ſlips in going about 0 
vvhat may be materially Good ; f 
not to hang dovvn the Head and Hand f 
in Diſcouragment, but to take Courage? 
in the exerciſe of Fath, committing 014 
way unto the Lord, reſting in him, and he. 

lieving that he will bring to paſs vuhatſocver MY i: 
is for Nis Honour and our Good, Y.. 
3. 5. Prov. 3. 5, 6. 1 

5. Of the ſame kind are Diſcontents, 
Diſcouragments, and manifold Frerting) t 
againſt the Lord, vvhich exceeding! Ml ” 
marrGoſpel-Sorrovv for Sin, and eſpecia- Ml - 
ly vvhen vve have by our Ra ſhneſs and 
the precipitant Motions of our irregi/2' WM © 

Paſſions, Prejudged our ſelves as to K 
ſpect amongſt Men, or other Ent! 

ment: 
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| 49 ) 
ments, great are the Confuſions of the 
Mind, and Advantages of Temptations 
over us in this Caſe, till the Soul be 
1:mbled and quieted, and ſo brought to 
2 kindly Exerciſe of Repentance, and 
Sorrow after 4 godly manner, 2 Cor: 7, 10, 
11, and being ſet in Joint, and reſtored 
o the pleaſent Breathmgs of Faith, is 
again, and yet further Eſtabliſh'd, by 
bling all his Care upon the Lora, 1 Pet. 5; 
5. Caſs thy burden upon the Lord, and he 


{ ll ſuſtain thee, &c. Pſ. 55. 22 Commit 


thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts 
gel be eſtabliſbed, Prov. 16.3. {ce Phil. 4.6; 
6. From the ſame Root do ſpring per- 
plexing Fears and Diſcouragements of 
hee ho fear the Lord under his afflicting 
Hand, as if he were Chaſtiſing in Wrath, | 
1nd as an offended Judge. O Lord rebuke 
ms not in thine ang er, &c. Pſ. 6. 1, z. where- 
he, as a Gracious Father, doth caſt 
de Believer into the Furnace for his 
Purifying, 1 hon the Lord lowveth he chaſt- 
nech, &c. Reb. 12. 6, 7. fee 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. 
More eſpecially is this found, when the 
R'vhteous Lord ſhineth forth in a way 
J fudgment, againſt a wicked Genera- 
ton, while notwithſtanding his Voice 
ic ions Mourners, is, Fear not ye, I know 
N | mom 
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whom ye ſeek, yo fk 105 Mark 16. 6, 
Ezek: q: 4: Aſſuredly nothing ſhall befil 
them but Good, or that which, with o? 
ther things, {hall work together jv 
their Good, tho? they be under many 
Preſſures of Trouble, while Unbelief and 
| Temptations conſpire ; whereas orhersM®" 
N Solace themiclves, to whom the Lodge 
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| ſaith, Rejorce not for Joy as other people, {11 1 
1 thou haſt gone a whorino from thy God, Ho | 
vu g:1. And Vengance ſhall aſſuredly over W* 
1 take the impenitent Sinner, 1 
7. As from other Luſts, ſo likeways fron” 
this grand Evil of Unbelizf, and abuſe of 
the Law, doth that Spiritual Wearincs|M” 
flow, whereby the Edge of the Soul IM" 
blunted, and it driveth heavily ſor 
time, more from the preſſure of aninlicht-W. 
ned Conſcience, than with that Swect-f, 
neſs which at other times it felt (I 
wilt ſhew me the path of life, in thy preſent * 
is fulneſs of joy, at thy right hand there at 
pleaſures for ever more, P.. 16. 11.) And 


tow ſoever it be, neither poſſi ble, nor doti 
the Lord require a continual bending d 
the Spirit in direct Spiritual Exerciſes 
which would certainly break it; yet tit 
bearing Chriſt's /wmeer Toke, whether i 
Religious Duties, or our Ordinary wel 

| Wi. 
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x 
certainly be . plea ſent, tho 
„at with equal Intenſneſs of Mind at all 
tines, Mat: rt, 29. 3: And in ſo far as 
the Conduct of the Spirit from the Word 


6. 6. 
bet! 
th «0 


a aps CO 

mage 15 ſincerely followed, without tra mug one 
fand be Golpel-way ; This Sweernefs will 
ther £199 'd. But ſoraſmuchas, through 
Load wh Corruption we Weary our ſelves ina 
let ehh and legal way, and that a Goſpel 


»:\polition and Carriage is wholly Su- 
pccriacural, and againſt corrupt Nature; 
needs not be woundred at, (ſeing 
s fond Law bath not the Promiſes, or Ad- 
(111:irration of the Spirit ) that ſuch a 
way of Acting be weariſome, and the 
ou) 0 <ctncts of Wiſdoms paths miſſed for a 
fr by 4 Declining towards it. 
ich. So much of vexing Fear and Con- 
„int by which the Soul is Influenced in 
he Lord's Work, rather by Threat- 


i, Ho! 
Oel 


pale d 
arinctz 


Su cet. 
( Th L 


preſent 1 of ang the preſſings of an inlightned 
„ ence, than the ſweet force of con- 
An ning Love, and the plea ſentneſs oi 
r Cot! Noms paths. I fay, ſo much as is 


Fund of the one, and wanting of the o- 


ing d 
8 goth flow from a legal Root, Ro: 


erciſes 


et the 64: 4. 6, 7. Heb: 12. 18, 19, 20. 
her un pared with verſe 22, 23. 
Walk WM Auerſion from applying to God in 


wil N * Chriſt 


. 1 


2 
Chriit, in a way of Believing, becaiikM #: 
of the greatnefs of Sin, floweth from ,, 


bitter Root, and is contrary to the tra 1M {2 
and deſigu of the Goſpel. Tho yoar {nM ©: 
be as ſe ret; hey (hall be as white as ſuon u th 


they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wt in. 
If: I, 1 ſee Pſ. 25. 11. Acts 2.37.1 Co! VO 


6. 11. for howſoever the Goſpel doc tor 

not "pts but higlily Ager 

rate Sin (and whatſoever Doctrines ut ple 
gy 


der that Pretence do not Alarm, bu 5 
Flatter the ſecure and unhumbied Ss, :1 
ner are wholly contrary to the greu an 


Scope of it) yet the greatnets of Sin ouch N. 
not to be Diſcouraging, but to be E ot! 
couraging to flec into the Lord Jeſus dl “ 
Faith; the fulneſs of whole Suffering 
Sufficiency and Willingneſs to ſeck f e 
fave loft Sinners, is aboundantly holde pi 
forth in it. ur! 
EXERCISE VL U of Exhortation, B. 
Shall iſſue th tk into a doug an 
Uſe of Exhortation. 1. To theſ u 

der the Lan, as oppoſed to Grace, ſeek) = 
be delivered from it in that regard. "NL 
you may be brought into a Contormit x 
J 


0, by drawing Virtue from Chritt 
at effect. A legal Principle dorh 
furias 
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ſurther, but whol!l . true Obe- 
qience; not one Act of which can be per- 
ſormed bur by Faith, and under the In- 
1wences of the Spirit of Chriſt. Take 
the following Motives- not to drive you 
inward, but, through Grace, to draw 
ou out of your delves to the Lord Jeſus, 
tor making them EfeGual, 

Motide 1. The Law requireth com- 
pleat Pet fection of the whole Man, in all 
his Powers and Faculties to every part 
nereof, and that in the higheſt Degree, 
and with Perſeverence unto the End: 
Nor can any Favour be expected upon 
other Terms throughout this Channel, 
Math: 22. 37. Deus: 27. 26. Gal: 3. 10. 

2. Hence, the Law accepteth no En- 
geavour, and nothing below this com- 
plcat Conformity. Motive 3. Man is 
tterly unable for any one AQ of Obe- 
ience, as much as the Dead are for the 
Zaſineſs of Life: And beſides, altogether 
an Enemy in his Mind by Wicked 
Works, Eph: 2. 1. Rem: 8. 7. Eph: 4. 19. & 
5.3. Move 4. No ſtrength tor perform- 
ig any thing can flow in into the Soul 
vy the Law, 2 Cor: 3. 7. for as oppoſed 
to the Goſpel it is 4 dead Letter, the Mi- 

| Ni- 


Motive 5: Therefore it ſpeaketh nothing 


54 
nitration of Death and Condemnation, 


ons! 


the 1 
1 


hut Math to us, Condemning us for the 4 
Tranſgreſſions of it, Rom: 4.5. 15. But 11 : 
nosw'ithſtanding, requiring its full Claim, Il fu, 
Motive 6. Its painted Performances have WW ime 
nothing of true value in them, being I + 


but ſhining Sins; For whatfoever i not of il; 
Faith is Sin, much like unto the ford: 
Work of the Prodigal, when keeping the ir: 
Swine (as is repretented in the Parable ) 17 
and yer periſhing for Hunger, Lak: 1. 
15. Rom: 14: Heb: 11.5, Motive. . Seem- Ml tion 
ing legal Artainments are but as the 12 
Ilouſe built upon the Sand, which cannot 1“ 


reſiſt the Fury of Storms and Winds, A, @Þ . © 
7. 28. Yea, the leaſt blaſt of Tempration I ic: 
will eaſily over turn the greateſtFabricks I  * 
of this kind, I might add many other 1 
Motives, but that ſeveral Practical 1 
Writers have handled this very largely, JW or 
and divers of them are obvious to the 
Exerciſed Soul. 0 3 


For Means, with an Eye to the Mighty Power 
of God for ſetting them on, I ofter theſe in a word, Wo + 
Direction 1. Study the Law, or rather ſeek from E. 
the Lord a diſcovery of its Spirituality, and vali MW ++; 
Extent, Rom: 7. from verſe 2. Gal. 4. 21. The M21 
proper mean te be brought off from all Expect- W' 
5 lone 


tons that way, is 8 bs Vel acquainted with the 
17 Wt Law. Direct. 2. In the Lord's Strength, and 
he ler the Influences of Grace, bring your ſelve 
of Wt the Touch-ſtone, and ſeek to behold your. 
Hearts and Ways in this Glaſs, Ja: 1. 23, 24, 25. 
ſuredly then, if the Eye be opened, the loath- 
ve WW meneſs of our Righteouſneſs muſt needs appear. 
no WY ek. 3. Labour under the Influences of Heaven, 
male the true Improvement of your Troubles, 
Fears, and manifold Slips, for the weaning of 
Mi vour Soul from this Husband, End-avours to wy 
eie ina legal way, will but increaſs them, an 
9513 by the C:mmandment, will become exceed- 
ng ſinful. All legal Eſſays do but quicken Selt in 
„cad of killing it, the Language of the Di penſa- 
tion is certainly to drive out of Self untsCorit that 
what the Law Cannot do in that it is weak through the 
die, may be performed by him, and the Righte- 
»inels of the Law may br fulfilled in us, Rom: 8. 3, 
4. Direct. 4. In the fourth place, The Caief and 
cat Mean which I would Recommend lor this, 
ix. Seek for clear and ſtill growing Diſcoveries 
 Corift, 2, Cor. 4. 6. For according as the Mind 
5 inlightned in the Knowledge of him, fo this E- 
\ Root, with whatſoever ſpringeth from it, is 
Tore or leſs weakned, and it will be found, as the 
tt (hining of ſaving Light into the Soul by the 
iteſtation of Jeſus Chriſt, bringeth the Per- 
en from under the Law, as oppoſed to Grace; fo 
cry degree of Increaſe in this, raileth to the 
er hight of the Liberty of the Sons of God. 


rom Vr hortation 2. | ſhall now ſhut up the whole 
vali With a Word to them that are under Grace; 1 
1 


Athen Exaort theſe to ſeek for Deliverance 
NN” Im the remainders of this Evil, And to — 
| 88 the 
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the Exhortation, LS, bret that the follow 
prejudices ſuſtained by it, may be ſeriouſly ponder 
1. This is the Cauſe of 

Sin, for that the Law hath not the Promiſes of th: 
Spirit, and whatſoever in us is leaned to, mult 
neceſſity fail us, Pf. 30. 7. 2 Cr: 3.7. as Military 
Shoes were neceſſary Detences for the Feet, E. 
6. 15. So, for ſteady walking in the way of God, it 
is neceſſary, that the Feet be Shod with the Prepa 
tion of the Goſpel of Peace. The Soul being cal: 
into an Evangelical Mould, and its Motions ru. 
ing in that ſtrain. 

2. Hence floweth the Spirit's with-drawing, | 
the moſt pleaſent Seaſons, when the Soul turne: 
inward, and declineth from a way of believing 
Acting from Self, and leaning to the Arm of F'-; 
Jer: 17. 5, 6. Prov: 3:5, 6: 

3. from this arifeth allo fo much Inegaality in Obedience 
want of Comfort, Roz 7,9, 10. 

4. Thus Temprations are not broken, but trengthued, ſuch we 
pons being not only inſufficient, hut turning back and wounding «© 
ſel ves: The true uſe of the whole armouy of God, is, by going 


ef our ſelves in the prayer of Faith, Epb 6. 18, 
As for Means, I {hall not need to ſay much to you, who kn 


of many Failings and muc 


way, being acquainted with living the life which you live in 


fieſh, by faith in the Son of God. Only in a word take theſe. Dr: 


1. Scek clearer Diſcoverie of Chriſt. Direct: 2. Seck more quicks/'; 


I Faith Luk: 17, 5. for living by it, and thus drang 
rom the Lord Jejus, i ihe true Goſpel ay: Only let us ber 
cf prueng this faztbout of cur cn Buwels, but {ct zt be exerci ed 
2 ſingle Dependence upon tht ſpirit of Faith, 2 Cor: 4. 13. Dich 
Wien the Soul is brought to jomerebet of the Exerciſe of ſaving *« 
end the Enemies are made to give back, O purine in the Lo: 
ſtrength, do act weary, nor fit down in « way of floath, they 31! «. 
fail to rally, and return ag ain, loſe not the Advaniage over f. 
Enemy, but refiſt, not diſcouraged from growing I ie 
Kedfaft in che Faith, 1 Per: 5.8, 99. 
And [0 much for this purpoſe, not te make vet the Law, bes 
Eſtabliſh it, by teaching to receive it from Chrift's Meurb, 
bis Strength to obey it, for thus doth ſpiritual life breath ; « * 
the Body without the Spirit ( or Breathing, as the the word ©: 
be rendered ) #s dead; So that Faith, which doth not ien. | 
Spirit of Chriſt to the grrateſt ftridneſs of Obedience, 4 
Sead 44% | F INIS. 


